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Mr. Holford's, St. James's Palace, where 
and what time Mr. Seeker could fpeak 
to him this afternoon, "" If he does not 
hear from Mr. WHkes, will wait on 
him by nine o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing at his houfe.' • 

Sept. i^. 

, half "an hour pad two o'clock. 

DireQcd to John Wilkes, efq; 

'/i'yi. Wilkes's compliments to Mr. 
Seeker, was not acquainted till 
•tiiis minute by his note that Mr. Seeker 
'had once called in Great George-Street, 
fhall be at home from feven till eight 
this evening, and as Mr. Wilkes fliall 
be alone, he fuppofes at this meeting 
Mr. Seeker will bring no company. 

Great George-Strcct. 
Friday afternoon, five, Sept. lo. 

Direfted to Mr. Seeker, at Mr. HolfordV 
St. James's Palace. 
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llyfR. Seeker's compliments to Mr. 
•^^-^ Wilkes, he will wait on him 
alone this evening between feven and 
eight. 

St. James's. 
Dircfted to John Wilkes, cfq. 



SIR, 

A S I have received no anfwer to, 
"^•^ a letter I wrote to you on the 25th 
of Auguft, and find by fending to your 
houfe in town, that I can have no imme- 
diate opportunity of feeing you, I am 
forced again by letter to afl< if you avow 
or difclaim being author of the paper 
entitled the North Briton, of the 21ft 
of Auguft, 

TALBOT 

Bolton Street. 
Sept. 10, 1762. 

Dircaed to Col. Wilkts. 



T « ] 

tSreat George-Street, Friday, Sept. lo. 
My Lord, 
T Beg your lordfhip to do me the juf- 
•*" tice to believe that I have never yet 
received the letter to me at Winchefter, 
which Mr. Seeker tells me was fent there 
a fortnight ago. I have juft now the 
honour of your lordrtiip's by that gen- 
tlemam Your lordfhip alks, if I avow 
ordifclaim being author of the paper 
entitled the North Briton of the 2 ift of 
Auguft. My anfwer is, that I muft 
firft infift on knowing your lordfhip's 
right to catechife me about an anony- 
mous paper. If your lordlhip is not 
fatisfied with this, I fhall ever be ready 
to give your lordfhip any other fatisfac- 
don becoming me as a gentleman. 
I am, my lord, 
.Your lordfliip's moft obedient, 
iiumble fervant, 

JOHN WILKES. 
lDl]«acd to Earl Talbot. 
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Windiefter, Sept« i^, 1762. 

My Lorp^ 

T Left Winchefter, with lord * Effing- 
-* ham's leave, on the fecond of Auguft, 
and did not return to this city till the 
12th of this month. My drum-major 
brought me your lordlhip's letter yef- 
tcrday. I now return it with the feal 
unbroke, its the cleared demonftration 
that I never have read the contents of 
k. I fuppofe they are the fame with the 
letter I had the honour of receiving and 
anfwering by Mr. Seeker. 

lam, my lord. 

Your lordfhip's mod obedient, 
humble fervant, 

JOHN WILKES, 

Dtre6^ed to Earl Talbot. 

Commander in chief of the troops in anji 
mear Winchefter. 
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S IR, 

T Suppofe you have by this time found 
-*" the letter I wrote direfted to you at 
Winchelter, and that hath acquainted 
you why I addrefled myfelf to Mr. 
Wilkes, to enquire if the North Briton 
of the 2ith of Auguft was written by 
him. I well know evcrj'' gentleman who 
contributes to fupport periodical papers 
by his pen, is not anfwerable for all the 
papers that appear under the title of 
that which he aflifts, but I cannot con- 
ceive that any man fhould refufe to 
affure aperfon who hath been the object 
of the writ of any paper, that he was 
not the author of a paper he did not 
•write. Every man's fcnfe of honoiT 
ought to diredt his condudl -, if you pre- 
fer a perfonal engagement to the deny- 
ing being the author of a paper that 
hath been fo free with my name, I, 

who 
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Winchrftcr, Sept. i6, 176a. 

Mv Lord, 
TT Had not till yeftcrday the honour of 
* your lordfhip's letter of the 12 th, 
and embrace this earlieft opportunity of 
acknowledging it. Your lordfhip has 
not yet, in my poor idea, afcertained 
the right you claim of interrogating me 
about the paper of the 2 1 ft of Auguft, 
and I will firft know the very good au- 
thority on which I am thus queftioned, 
before I will return any anfwer whatever. 

Your lordfhip tiefires me to write or 
lend to you asfoon^s I have determined 
what part I ihall a^. I intended my firft 
letter fhould have -made that fufficiently 
vclear. 

lam, my lord. 
Your lordfhip's very humble fervant, 
JOHN WILKES. 

iDiwacd to Earl Talbot. 
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Sir, 
T Have this inftant received your's cT 
-* the 1 6th. It is your own declara* 
tion before men of truth and honor,, 
that you oGcafionally aflifted the paper 
called the North Briton with your pen^ 
that is the foundation of my interrogate- 
ing you about the North Briton of the 
2 ill of Auguft — and whatever may be 
your idea, mine is that when a gentle- 
man owns himfelfan occafional author 
of an anonymous fatirical paper, any 
perfon by name ridiculed in fuch an 
hebdomadal, perforniance hath a right ta> 
alk the occafional avoA ed writer, if he 
was the author of the offending paper. 

You may now,. Sir, anfwer my qu'cf- 
tion or not, I have offered to put my- 
felf upon that footing with you that be- 
came a man wha hath fpirit, and k ia- 

fluenced 
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liuenccd by honor — if you do not deny 
the paper, I muft and will conclude you 
wrote it. 

Your hun^blc fervant, 

TALBOT. 



Bolton-flrcet, 
"Sept. 17, 1762. 

Direded to Col. Wilkes. 
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world, who had the curiofity of afkuig" 
me, if it was in a civil manner. 

Your lordfhip fays, that if I do not 
deny the paper, you muft and will con- 
clude I wrote it. Your lordfhip has my 
free confent to make any conclufions you 
think proper, whether they are well or 
ill grounded; and I feel the moft per- 
fect indifference about what they are, or 
the confequcnces of them. 

I intend at prefent to make a tour on 
Thurfday to the Ifle of Wight. I fhall 
jeturn to this city the beginning of the 
next week. 

I am, my lord,, '^ 

Your lord(hip*s 

Moft humble fervartt, 

JOHN WILKES. 
Diredted to Earl Talbot. 
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It is a real latisfaftion to me, that 
his lordfhip is to be accompanied by a 
gentleman of Colonel Berkeley's worth 
and honour. 

This will be delivered to you by my 
adjutant, who attends me to Baglhot. 
I (hall not bring any fervant with me, 
from the fear of any of the parties 
being known. My piftols only, or his 
lordfhip^s, at his option, Ihall decide 
this point. 

I beg the favour of you to return mc • 
the letters, as I mean to leave Winchef- 
ter this evening. I have lord Bruce's* 
leave of abfence for ten days. 

I am, with fmcere regard^ 
Sir, 
Your very humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

• In the abfence of lord Effingham the command 
had devolved on lord Bruce. 

I hope 



T Have read all the letters, and fliall 
depend upon the pleafure of fupping 
with you at Tilbury's, the Red Lion at 
Bagfhot, Tuefday evening. My fervant 
will attend me, as the going alone would 
give room for fufpicion, but you may 
depend upon his following your direc- 
tion at Bagfliot, and that he Ihall not be 
feen where you would not have him — 
I am much obliged by your favourable 
.opinion. 

And am your humble fervant, 

N. BERKELEY. 

•Camp near Winchdler, Sept. 30, 1762* 

Inclofed is a copy of a letter received 
by Mr. Stanley this afternoon. (It relaN 
-ed to the taking of the Havannah.) 

Dircftedto Colonel Wilkes. 
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compliment to colonel Berkeley, and 
that I wifhed to fee him. He was fo 
obliging as to come to medireftly. I told 
him that I fuppofed we were to fup 
together with lord Talbot, whom I was 
ready to attend, as became a private 
gentleman, and that he and Mr. Har- 
ris, as our feconds, would fettle the 
bufinefs of the next morning, accord- 
ing to my letter to him from Winchef- 
ter, and his anfwer. Berkeley faid that 
his lordfhip defired to finifh the bufinefs 
immediately. I replied, that the ap- 
pointment was to fup together that 
evening, and to fight in the morning, 
that in confequence of fuch an arrange- 
ment, I had, hke an idle man of plca- 
fure, put off fome bufinefs of real 
importance, which I meant to fettle 
•before I went to bed. I added, that I 
was come from * Mtdmenham Abbey, 
• Vide a note refpefting Mcdmcnham Abbey, 
at the end of this letter, 

where 
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iTuI I mean ? Did I, or did I not, write 
ihc North Briton of Auguft the 2ift^ 
wluch affronted his honour ? He would 
know ; he infilled on a direft anfwer ; 
here were his piftols. I replied, that he 
would foon ixfe them, that I defired to 
know by what right his lordlhip catc- 
chifed me about a paper, which did not 
bear my name, that I fbould never re- 
fblvc him that queftion, till he made 
out the right of putting it, and that if 
I could have entertained any other idea, 
I was too well bred to have given his 
lordfhip and colonel Berkeley the trou- 
ble of coming to Bagfhot; I obferved, 
that I was a private Englifh gentleman, 
perfeftly free and independent, which 
I held to be a charafter of the higheft . 
dignity, that I obeyed with pleafure a 
gracious fovereign, but would never 
fubmit to the arbitrary didates of a fel- 
low fubjeft, a lord Reward of his houfe- 

hold. 
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came half frantic, and made ufe of a 
thoufand indecent exprefljons, that I 
Ihould be hanged, damned, &c. I faid, 
that I was not to be frighted, nor in 
the Icaft affefted, by fuch violence, that 
God had given me a firmnefs and fpirit, 
equal to his lordfhip's, or any man*s^ 
that cool courage (hould always mark 
me, and that it would be feen how well 
bottomed I was. 

After the waiter had brought pen, 
ink, and paper, I propofed that the 
door of the room might be locked, and 
not opened till our bufinefs was decided. 
Lord Talbot on this propofition became 
quite outrageous, declared that this was 
mere butchery, and that I was a wretch, 
who fought his life. I reminded him, 
that I came there on a point of honour, 
to give his lordfhip fatisfadtion, that I 
mentioned the circumftance of locking 

the 
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that this was my undoubted right,, 
which I was ready to feal with my blood ». 
He then faid he admired me exceed- 
ifiglyj really loved me, but I was an 
unaccountable animal — fuch parts! but 
would 1 kill him, who had never offend* 
«d me? &c. &c. &c. 

We had after this a good deal of con- 
verfation about theBuckinghamfhire mi- 
litia, ^nd the day his lordfhip came to fee^ 
us on Wycombe Heath, before I was co- 
lonel. He foon after flamed out again, , 
and faid to me, you are a murderer, you. 
want to kill me, but I am fure that I 
fhall kill you, I know lihall by God. If 
you will fight, if you kill me, I hope 
you will, be hanged, I know you wilL, 
Berkeley and Harris were (hocked. I 
afked,. if I was firft to be killed, and\ 
afterwards hanged, that I knew his lord- 
fliip fought me with the king's pardon 
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I would never quit it by my own corr- 

fent, except on a call of honour. 

I then wrote a letter to your lordflhip^ 
refpefting the education of Mils Wilkes, 
and gave you my poor thanks for the 
fteady friendfhip, with which you have 
fo many years honoured me. Colonel 
Berkeley took the care of the letter, 
and I have fince defired him to fend it 
to Stowe, for the fentiments of the 
heart at fuch a moment are beyond all 
politicks, and indeed every thing clfe» 
but fuch virtue as lord Temple's. 

When I had fealed my letter, I told 
Lord Talbot that I was entirely at his 
fervice, and I again defired that we 
might decide the affair in the room, bc- 
caule there could not be a pofTibility of 
interruption •, but he v/as quite inexora- 
ble. He then alked ine, how many 

times 
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favd he would declare every where that 
I was the nobleft fellow God had ever 
made. He then defined, that we might 
now be good friends, and retire to the 
inn to drink a bottle of claret together, 
which we did with great good humour 
and much laugh. Lord Talbot after- 
wards went to Windfor, Berkeley and 
Harris to Winchefter, and I continue 
here till to-morrow morning, waiting 
the return of my valet de chambrc, to 
whom I have fent a meffenger. Berke- 
ley told me, that he was grieved for 
lord Talbot's paflion, and admired my 
courage and coolnefs beyond his farthell 
idea: that was his expreflion. 

I have a million of other particulars 
to relate, but I blulh already at the 
length of this letter. Your lordlhip 
will foon fee colonel Berkeley, and I 
hope in a very few days to pay my 

devoirs 
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*f T7E fubjoin the following, which 
^/ is faid to be an explanatory note 
of a paflage in Mr. Churchill's Can-" 
didare, where he fpeaks of Medmenham 
Ahhey. 

Whilft Womanhood, In habit of a Nun, 
At Midmenham lies, by backward Monks undone, 
A nation's reck'ning, like an alehoufe fcore, 
Whilft Faul the agid chalks behind a door. 
Compelled to hire a foe to caft it up ; 
Da(hvvood ihall pour, from a Communion Cup, 
Libations to the Goddcfs without eyes. 
And Hob or Nob in Cyder and Excife. 

The Candidate.. 

Medmenham, or- as it is pronounced 
Mednam, Abbey, is a very large houfe 
on the banks of the Thames near Mar- 
low in E^uckinghamfriire. It was for- 
merly a convent of Cifcertian Monks. 
The fituation is remarkably fine. Beau- 
tiful hanging woods, foft meadows, a 

cryftal 
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No profane eye has dared to penetrate 
into the Englidi Eleufinian myfteries of 
the chapter room, where the monks 
affembled on all folemn occafions, the 
more fecret rites were performed, and 
lilaiicKS poured (onh in much pomp to 
the Bona Dea. I (hall only venture to 
relate what many mortal eyes have feen, 
and^/ mihifas audita lo^uu 

Over the grand entrance was the 
famous infcription on Rabelais' Abbey 
of Theleme, Fay ce que vculdraf^ and at 
the end of the paflage, over the door, 
JiiCiC^ hofpes^ contemner e opes. At one 
end of the refe£fcry was Harpocrates, 
the Egyptian God of filcnce, at the 
other the Goddefs Angerona, which 
feemed to imply that the fame duty was 
enjoined both fexes. 

The 
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On the infide over a mofly couch was 
the following exhortation, 

Ittt agitey ojuvines ; farittr fudate nuiullis 
Omnibus inter tfos ; non murmura veftra columhge^ 
Brachia non htder^, non vineant e/cula concha ^ 

The favourite doftrinc of the Abbey 
is certainly not penitence \ for in the 
center of the orchard was a very grd- 
tefque figure, and in his hand a reedftood 
Jlamingy tift with fire^ to ufe Milton's 
words^ and you might trace out, 

Peni tento 
non 

iPENlTENTI. 

t)n the pedeftal was a whimfical repre*-' 
fentation of Trophonius's cave, from 
whence all creatures were faid to come 

out 
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guefs at the Goddess without zye^^ 
to whom Sir Francis Dafliwood not only 
poured out libations from a communioft 
€upj but aftually built a temple in hit 
gardens at Weft Wycombe. 



[42 } 

no longer there, though I never leave it 
without the moft fenfible regret. 

1 returned by Weft Wycomtle, and 
paffed a day in viewing the villa of Sit 
Francis Dafliwood, now lord le Delpcii- 
ccr, and the church he has juft biiilt on 
the TOP of a very fteep hill, for the con- 
venience and devotion of the town at 
the BOTTOM of it. I muft own, tKe 
noble lord*s gardens gave mc no ftroiiger 
idea of his virtue or patriotifm, than 
the fituation of the riewbuflt church did 
of his piety. Some churches have beefx 
built from devotion, others from parade^ 
or vanity. I believe this is the firit 
iihurch, which has been built for a pro- 
ved. The word memento in immenle 
fetters on the fteeple fiirprifed and per- 
plexed me. I could not find the mori^ 
or perhaps the other word was* ffieri'^ 
flrom the praftlcc as wdl as tht precept 

of 
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undifturbcd but by his jolly fongs, very- 
unfit for the profane ears of the world 
below. As to fecrecy, it is the moffi 
convenient place imaginable ; and it is 
whifpered, that a not unimportant poll- 
tical negociation was here begun by the 
noble lord hiinfelf with M Trs. Wilkes, 
and Churchill. The event vrill Ihew the- 
amazing power of his lordfhin's oratory ; 
but if from perverfenefs neither of thofe- 
gentlemen have yielded to his wife rea- 
fons, nor to his dazzling offers, they' 
both did juftice to wha: ,he calls his' 
divine milk punch. 

The church on the top of the hill is' 
not the only temple here ereded by the- 
noble lord. There is another in the' 
gardens at Weft Wycombe, dedicated" 
to=, the Egyptian Hieroglyphic for 
the reverend Triftram Shandy's Tetra- 
•RAMMATON, the four favourite ♦***. 

To. 
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glory too, which till then had only en- 
circled the lacrcd heads of our Saviour * 
and the Apoftles, is made to beam on 
that favourite fpot, and feems even to 
pierce the hallowed gloom of Maiden^ 
head thicket. The publit fa>«r, and' 
were for many years offended withfb* 
infamous a pifture, yet it remained ' 
there, till that club left the houfe. A3 
to the temple I have mentioned, yoii 
find at firft what is called an error in 
limine \ for the entrance to it is contrived " 
to Ihadow out' to us the* entrance by ' 
which we all' com« into the world, and ' 
the door is made to reprcferit what foirttt' ' 
idte wits have called the door of life. 
It*is reported that on a late- vifit x6 hii ": 
chancellor, lord Bute particularly admir- • 
cd this building, and advifed the noble' 
owner to lay out the 500 1. bequeatheJi 
to- him by lord Mfel combe's will for aft ^' 
treBim^ in a FaphrairtxAyxmAy lo'^znd ' 
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«nd was placed on a proud column by 
the poor, forlorn, difconfolate hufband, 
undoubtedly conjtigialis amoris folamen 
Jimul y monumentum. You afcend be- 
tween the urns of Potiphar's wife and 
the Ephejian matron to the top of the 
building, which is crowned with a par- 
ticular pillar, defigned, I fuppofe, 
to reprefcnt our former very upright 
ftate,' when we could fay fuimus tories^ 
fuit ingens gloriay and it is (kirted with 
very pretty underwood, the Cyprian 
myrtky &c. the meaning of which I 
could not difcover. 

The houfe contains nothing remark- 
able, except on the grand ftair-cafe a 
very moral painting of a maid ftealing 
to her matter's bed, laying at the fame 
time her fingers on her lips. 



Oft 
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fore gave it up to him, and retired to 
my inn, full of aftonifhment that any 
man ihould take fo much pains, and be 
at fo great an expence, only to Ihcw a 
public contempt of all decency, order, 
and virtue. 

I am, &c. 



Extrafll 
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From a Dublin Journal 

^T^HE following letter is prelented 
-^ to the public, becaufc it is a kind 
of ftate paper J and gives authentic evi- 
dence of an infamous fcene tranladled 
by the Scottifh minifter in the year iy6^ 
The original^ from which this is printed 
verbatim^ was among other papers care- 
lefsly tumbled into a fack in Great 
George Street, and was made a property 
of for fomc weeks by the earls of Egrcr 
mont and Halifax. It is now in the 
editor's pojOTeflion. How he came by- 
it, docs not concern the public, but it 
concerns his character as an honeft maa 
to declare, that he did not bribe any fer- 
"vant tofteal it out of his mafiefs hmfe^ 
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taken cfFcdt,) I faid that as to one of the 
taxes (the wine) I was certain it would 
bring in nothing, that is, caufe no en- 
creafe upon the general revenue on 
wine^ but on the contrary diminifh it, 
and gave my reafon. As to the bargain, 
I thought it a bad one; for that the 
tre^fury themfelves in the difpofirion they 
had made of the navy bills and ordinance 
debenttireSy fuppofed the redeemable four 
per cents to be at par, that the premium 
tlierefore upon this bargain would be 
■whatever the rage for play (when the 
gamefters would think they were come 
for the laft time to the table, and with 
a great deal of money in their pockets) 
fhould induce them to give for lottery 
tickets. This might go, efpecially upon 
two lotteries, to two, three, or more 
pounds per ticket, (though indeed I did 
not forefee it would go higher) and then 
they would give four, five, or may be, 

fix 
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fix per ctnt. premium for raiCng a four^^r 
cenl at par^ which was enormous. Upon 
the fecond day I defired what I had faid 
upon the former day might be recol- 
lefted, and in anfwcr to the excufe Sir 
Francis made from the time at which 
the bargain was made, I faid it was very 
poflible that while fo material an alter- 
ation between the preliminaries 6? defini^ 
five treaty^ as the Eaft India Article^ was 
depending, it might make the figning 
of the definitive treaty very doubtful, 
and confequently affeft the ftocks. But 
to what purpofe was the head of the 
board of treafury of the cabinet council, 
and admitted to the knowledge of aU 
foreign affairs, but to form his domeftic 
conduft upon that knowledge, and 
therefore why was fo improper a fea- 
fon pitched upon to make the loan? 
This occafioned Fox to declare that the 
treafury knew the definitive treaty was 
D 4 figned 



figaed* at the time of making the loan^ 
and at the fame time to declare his 
wonder at the folly of mankind to give 
four or five pounds for leave to tofs up 
for ten. I anfwer to this I replied^ 
that if Treafury knew of the definitive 
treaty being figncd, they were inex- 
cufable not to have brought their loan 
to an open fubfcription, which, was the 
pnly fure way to take a teft of the tem- 
per and folly of the market, and might 
at fuch a time and for fo fmall a fum 
have been done with fafety,— And you 
know Ofwald then gave reafons. to 
cxcufe their not having reforted to open. 
fuhfcriptions. This is pretty near the 
manner in which the whole paft. I 
write in a hurry, but (hould be very 
forry this tranfadion lay wrong in your 
honour's mind, efpecially as you might 
Dot be prefent at the whole both days^ 
I hop^ yQU don't go abroad early iry 

next 
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uex;t wcek^ aud will endeavour to get 
Dr. Hay and Dr. Butler to meet you 
here at dinner on Wednefday next, if 
you ftay fo long. 

lam, de^r Wilkes, 

faithfully your's, 

KL B. LEGGE. 
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has againft you, and I dare fay you 
defire no other opportunity of refent- 
ing it than that of laying him under an 
qbligation. He was humble enough to 
defire my affiftance on this occafion, 
though he and I were never cater-cou- 
fins ; and I gave him to underftand that 
I would make application to my friend 
Mr. Wilkes, who perhaps by his intereft 
with Dr. Hay and Mr. Elliott might 
be able to procure the difcharge of his 
lacquey. It would be fuperfluous to 
iay more on the fubjcft, which I leave 
to your own confideration, but I cannot 
let flip this opportunity of declaring 
that I am with the moil inviolable efteeih 
and attachment. 

Dear Sir, 
Your affeftionate, obliged 
humble Servant, 
T. SMOLLETT. 
Dire^edito Jolm Willm, eiy 
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Chelfea^ March 24, 1759* 
Dear Sir, ^ 

T?^CCE iterum Crifpinus — ^your ge- 
^^ nerofity with refped to Johnfon 
fliall be the theme of our applaufc and 
thankfgiving. I fball be very proud to 
find myfelf comprehended in your league 
offenfive and defcnfive ; nay, I confider 
myfelf already as a contrafting party, 
:and have recourfe to the afliftance of 
my allies. It is not, I t?clieve, unknown 
to you that admiral Knowles h^ taken 
exception at a paragraph in the Critical 
Review of laft May, and commenced a 
profecution againft the printer. Now, 
whatever termination the trial may 
have, we ihall infallibly be expofed to a 
confiderable expence: and therefore I 
wifti to fee the profecution qualhed. 
Some gentlemen who are my friends, 
have undertaken to find out and talk 
with thofc who are fupp ofcd to have in- 
fluence 
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fluence with the faid admiral: may I 
beg the fame favour of you and your 
friends ? The trial will come on in the 
beginning of May, and if the affair 
cannot be comprotnifed, we intend to 
kick up a duft and die hard. In a 
word, if that foolifh iadmiral has any 
regard to his own charader, he will be 
quiet rather than provoke further the 
refentment of 

Dear Sir, 

Your very obliged, 

humble fervant, 

T. SMOLLETT. 

Dircftcd to John Wilkes, cfq ; 
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Chelfea, March zS, ijGz*- 
Dear Sir, 
TivrY warmeft regard, afFcftion and 
-^^^ attachment you have long aga 
fccured. My fecrtcy you may depend 
upon — when I prefume to differ from 
you in any point of opinion, I fhall 
always do it with diffidence and defe- 
rence. I have been ill thefe three 
months : but hope foon to be in a con- 
dition to pay my refpedts to Mr. Wilkes 
in perfon. Mean while I muft beg 
leave to trouble him with another packet, 
which he will be fo good as to confe- 
crate at his leifure. That he may con- 
tinue to enjoy his happy flow of fpirits ; 
and proceed through life with a flow- 
ing fail of profperity and reputation, 
is the wifli, and the hope, and the 
confident expedation, of his much 
obliged, humble fervant, 

T. SMOLLETT. 

Direaed to John Wilkes, cfqj 
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^Y^HE following ktter Mr. Wilkes 
-*^ wrote to his daughter the day 
after his comttiitiitent to the Tower, and 
fent it to the carl of Halifak to be for- 
warded to Paris. It wais afterwards 
printfed in the public pipers. 

Tower, Sahday, Uaj i, 1763. 

My deareft Polly, 

I have now full leifure to pay my 
compliments to you, and entirely to 
relieve you from the anxiety your kind 
aflfejflion for me wiU neceffarily give you 
at the hearing of my commitment to ihis 
place. Be aflured that I have done 
nothing unworthy of a man of honour, 
who has the happinels of being your 
father. You ftiall never in life blullx 
ior me. 

t am only itctifed of writing the laft 
North Briton, yet flty fword has be^i^ 
tskenfnm me, all my papers have been 

ftoten 



ftolen by ruffians, and I have bctn . 
forcibly brought here, I have nol ye; 
leen my accufers, n^piiave I heard vrho 
they are. My friends are refufed a;lmit- 
tance to me. Lord Temple and my 
brother could not be allowed to fee 
me yefterday. As an Englifhman, I 
muft lament that my liberty is thus 
wickedly taken away, yet I am not 
unh^py, for my honour is clear, my 
health good, and my fpirit unfliaken^ 
I believe indeed, invincible.. The moft* 
pleafing thoughts I have are of you, 
the moft agreeable news I can hear, 
will be the continuance of your health. 

I beyyou not to write a word of 

public bufinefs, or of my public fitua- 

tion — Can y€{r%et me made Membre du 

Parlement de PariSy for that of l^ejtmm- 

.Jler is lofing all it*s privileges ? 

********'^****- ************* 

Continue to love me, and believe me 

with the greateft warmth of afFedion, 

Your obliged father, 

JOHN WILKES. 
Vol. L E 
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My Lord, 

^T^HE king haying judged it impro- 
•^ per, that Jom Wilkes, efq; ftiould 
any longer continue to be colonel of 
the militia for the county of Bucking- 
ham, I am commanded to fignify his 
majcftyV pleafurc to your lordfhip, that 
you do forthwith give the neceffary orders 
for difplacing Mr. Wilkes, as an officer 
in the militia for the faid county of 
Buckingham. 

I am, with refpeft. 

My lord, «%|l 

Yourlordfliip's moft obedient^ 
humble IWrant, 

EGREMONT* 

WTiitehall, May 4, 1763. ^ 

Pircaed to Earl Temple, 
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Sir, 

AT my retiarn laft niglifi; from the 
**^ Tower, I received the enclofed 
letter from the earl of Egrcmont. In 
confequencc of his Majefty's commands 
therein lignified, you will pleafe to 
obferve, that you no longer continue 
colonel of the militia for the county of 
Buckingham* 

1 cannot at the fame time help ex- 
^dfilng the concern I feel in the lofs . 
of an officer, by his deportment in 
command endeared to the whole corps* 
I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 

and^moft humble fervant, 
TEI^ftLE, 

Pall-Mall, May 5, 1763. 
JDircdcd to John Wilkes, cfcj; 

£ M 
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My Lord, 
T HAVEi^this mometyt the honour of 
your iordlhip's letter, fignifying his 
M^jefty's commands, that I Ihould no 
longer continue colonel of the militia 
for the county of Buckingham. I have 
only to return your lordfhip my warmeft 
thanks for the fpirit and zeal you have 
Ihewn in the fupport of that conftitu- 
tional meafure from the very beginning. 
Your lordfhip will pleafe to remember, 
^ that I was among the foremoft whil 
offered their fervices to their country at 
that crifis. Buckinghamfhire is fenfible^ 
and has always acknowledged, .that no 
man but your lordfhip could have given, 
fuccefs to that meafure in our inland 
county. I am proud oF the teftimony* 
yourlOfdfhip is pleafed to give me, and 

happy, 

• Mr. Wilkes fuQ:ecdcd Sir Francis Da fhwood, 
now Lord Lc Defpencer, as Colonel. When Sir 
Francis refign'd, he wpotc to t)||K^cers of the 

Buckinghamfhire 
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liappy, in thefe days of peace,- to leave 
fo excellent a corps in that perfeft har- 
mony, \d|ich has from the beginning 
fubfifted.^ 

I have the honour to be. 
With unfeigned relpeft. 
My Lord, 
Your lordfhip's moft obedient, 
and moft humble fcrvant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

Tower, May j^ 1763. 

^ Diredled to the Earl Temple. 

iuckinghamfhire regiment, «* If the fucceffion goes 
*« in th« Regiment, (as I hopeit will, and think it 
%♦♦« ought) then I muft add, my facceflbr is a.man 
^« of fpifit, good fenfe, parts, and civil deport- 
^* mem, who has fhewn rcfolution, and induftry 
^* in putting this falutary mcafurc into cxc- 
■^< cution." 



B^ 



[ TO •] 

The hour of Mr. ' Wilkes'is return 
to his own houfe from the court of Com- 
mon Pleas, he lent the following letter 
to the fecretaries of ilate.4|^ 

Great George Street^ May 6, 1763.. 
My Lords, 
/^N my return here from Weftmin- 
^^ fter Hall, where I have been dif- 
charged from my commitment to thCc 
Tower under your lordfhips* warranty 
I find that my houfe has been robbed,, 
jand am informed that xht ftolen goods * 
arc in the poffeffion of one or both 
of your lordfhips. I therefore inifift that -^ 
you do forthwith return them to 

Your humble fervant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

• A fpecial jury of gentlemen were afterwards 
of opinion that the fecretaries of ftate were . 
guilty of this theft. The adion againft the under- 
secretary Mr. Wood w^s tried in the Common: 
Pleas, and a verdift was given for Mr. Wilkes^ 
the plaintiff with 1000/. damages^, and coib of 
fuit. 
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Great Gcofgc-Strcet, May 7, ijS^* 

Sir, 
TN anfwer ta your letter of yeftcrday, 
in which vpu take upon you to make 
ufe of the mStent znd fcurrilous exprcf- 
fions of your having found j^^r kotife hai 
leeri robbed^ and that the ftolen goads are 
in our poffeffion : we acquaint you that 
your papers were feizcd in confequence 
of the heavy charge brought againft: 
you, for being the author of an infamous 
and- feditious libel, tending to inflame 
the minds, and alienate die afFeftions 
of the people from his majefty, and 
excite them to traiterous infurreftions 
againft the government-, for which libel, 
notwichftanding your difcharge from 
your commitment to the Tower, his 
majefty has ordered you to be profccut- 
^ cd by his attorney-general. 

E 4 We 
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We arc at a lofs to gucfs what you 
ihcan by Jiolen goods 'y but fuch of your 
papers as do not lead to a proof of y^ur 
guilt, (ball be rcftored to you ; fuch as 
are neceffary for that purpofe, it wai 
our duty to driver oveijUj^hofe, whofe 
office it is to coUedt the evidence, and 
manage the profecution againft you. 
We are 
Your humble fervants, 
EGREMQNT. 

DUNK HALIFAX," 

Direaed to Mr. Wilkes. 
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'Greaf'Georgc.Strcct, May 9, ijfij;' 
. My Lords, *J • 
T ITTLE did I €xped, when I was 
^ requiring from your lordfhips what 
an Englifliman has a right to, his pro- 
perty taken from him, and faid to be ia 
your lordihips' poffeflipn, that I fhould 
have received in anfwer, from perfons in 
your high ftation, the expreffions of 
indecent z.nd fcurrikus applied to my legal 
•demand. lij|e refped I bear to his 
Majefty, whoR fervants it feems you ftill 
arc, though you ftand legally convifted 
of having in me violated, in the higheft 
^M,moft ofFenfive manner, the liberties 
©r all the Commons of England, pre- 
vents my returning you an anfwer in' the 
fame Billing%ate language. If I confi- 
dered you only in your private capacities, 
I Il^ould treat^ou both according to 
your deferts ; tut where is the wonder 
that men^ wijf^ave attacked the facred 

liberty 
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liberty of the fubjcft, md have iflued 
an illegal warrant tt) feize his property, 
ftould proceed to fuch libellous expref^ 
lions? You fay *^ that fuch of my papw^ 
fliall be reftored to me, as do not lead to 
a proof of my guilt." I owe this to 
your apprehenfion of an adion, not to 
your love of Juftice •, and in that light, 
if I can believe your lordfhips' affuran- 
CCS, the whole will be returned to me, 
I fear neither your profeMi|on, nor your 
perfecution ; and I will aflert the fecurity 
of my own houfe, the liberty of my 
perfon, and every right of the people, 
not fo much formy own fake, as for At 
fake of every one of my Englifh fellow 
fubjefts. 

I am, my lords, 
• Your humble fervant, 
j6hN WILKES. 

Direaed to thcearis of £g||oijfent and Halifax^ 
Ills Majefty's principal fecretaries of ftate* 
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From tkc St. James's Chronicle, Sept. 37, 1765. 
To the Printjbr of The St. James's 

Sir, 
T DESIRE you tO communicate to 
^ the public the following letters, 
which you may be afllired are genuine. 

^ I think you fhould premife, that captain 
Forbes, by Mr. Murray's own confef- 

' fion, was concealed for fome time at 
his houfe, which was the occafion that 
Mr. Murray too was put under arreft, 
by ordir of the marfh^of France, and 
was. brought before marfhal Noailles, 
tll^fenior mar(hal,^at the fame time 
with Mr. Wilkes. Diligent fc^h was 
made for captain Forbes, but lie had 
abfconded. 

Mr. Wilkei was obliged before 
marlhal Noailles, to fign a Parole 

^ Honneufy 
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^ Honneur^ that he would not proceed 
to any voye de faity direSle ou indireSey 
vfiih captain Forbes, ajid Mr. Murray- 
engaged in the fame manner for cap- 
tain Forbes, in confequence of which 
the guards of Mr. Wilkes and Mj. . 
Murray were difcharged. 

Mr. Forbes has never fmce appeared 
at Paris. After the firft letter enclofed, 
which was fent Sept. 7, Mr. Wilke3^> 
went feveral times to Mr. Murray's 
houfe, fometimes- with Monfieur Goy» 
fometimes alone, but could never be 
admitted. Mr. Murray only om^ called 
at the Hottil doit^e, while MrT Wilkes 
was abfent on ar two days to}j4 to 
Fontainebleau. Mr. Wilkes left Paris 
the ^k of September. The day 
tefore lie called at Mr. Murray's 
houfe, and, not being admitted, left 
word that he fhould fet off for Flanders 
the next moaning. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Wilkes arrived atMenin the 2ifl^ 
in the morning, and went direftly ^to 
the poft-houfe. He found no letter 
there, either from captain Forbes or 
]^. Murray. He continued a|J^|piiri 
OT That day, and the next went again 
to the poft- matter, but with no better 
fuccefs. H|thcn left a direftion where 
he was gone, and fet off for Dunkirk. 

I think, Sir, that you ought to da 
Mr. Forbes the juftice to declare, that 
it is certain, in the whole of this affair, 
although he. was guilty of much rafh- 
nefs, yet he was not of a^ rudenefs^ 
nor even incivility of exprcmon^ 



M^ 
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To the Hon. Alexander Murray, Efqj 

Sir, 
T HAVE waited with no fmall impa- 
■*• ticncc, and I believe you will agree 
with me, that before this Captain I%rm A' 
ought to have fent to me. You know 
^v?ry thing which has pafl^ between 
us,, and the wild, extravaPmt wifh he 
formed of fighting me, on no pretence, 
nor provocation. 

I am no prize-fighter; yet I told him 
that I would indulge him, and as foon 
as I coul^^ mentioned to him the 
affair of jotJ Egremont, and the pre- 
vious engagement I thought myfelf . 
under. I defired him to bring his fc- 
^oad the famqjjday at noon, and our 
two friends (hould fettle between us all 
the. particulars of time, place, &c. 

I ftated the circumftances of the info- 
lence and inhumanity of lord Egre- 
mont, and my refolution of calling his 

lordihip 
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lordfhip to account ^ a refolution not 
formed ycfterday^ but what had ftruck 
me the fecond day of my imprifpnment 
in- the Tower, as becoming my dig- 
nity, and which^ at that very time, I 
had mentioned to major Rainsford, the 
governon f 

I had likewife then fixed the hour of 
his lofing the fcals, as the period I 
^dfaould call his lordlhip to that account ; 
^nd I am fure that I would have left 
Paris, or any other place, icjmediately 
Hon receiving news fo interflfc^ to my- 
lelf, fo welcome to the natiofu 

Mr. Forbes undertook, on the fame 
morning, Tuefday, the i6thof ^uguft, 
to return at noon, and to brUiig his 
fecond. You know that he came, but 
ferought no fecond, Monfieur Goy, 
my fecond, attended. If Mr. Forbes 
had kept his promife, the trouble I am 
now obliged td%iye you, would have 
Been unneceffary. 

Lord 



Lord Egremont to my great rcgfety- 
greater I believe than that of any other 
perfon, has prevented my proceeding^ 
farther, and as a Frenchman would fayv 
fl m*aJ9(ie un vilain tour. 

I am now therefore moft entirely at 
capt, Forbes's fcrvice, and^fhall wait 
his commands. I do not know where 
he isi for he has not appeared at Paris 
fince Tuefday the i6th.of Auguft. Asl|r 
your houfe has been his afylum, I am 
neceflita^.to beg you, Sir, to acquaint 
c^pt. Irories, that I will be at Menin, 
the firft town in Auftrian Flanders, oii 
the confines of France, the 21ft of this 
jnon^th,j^and that Mr. Goy will do me 
the h6nour of accompanying me ; but 
he only- I ftiall dipeift my letters to be 
fent there, and the moment of my arri- 
ral I fhall go to the poft-houfe. 

No perfon, but monfieur Goy, is ac- 
quainted with any paii'of this trajrfac- 

tionj. 



tionvfecisfo obliging as to take the 

charge or this letrer. 

Give me leave to acknowledge the 

perfonal civilities vau have been pleafed 

; tcftonfer on me at Paris, and to aflurc 

you that 

I am, SIR, 

Your very humble fervant, 
JOHN WILKES, 

^tris, Hotd dc Saxe, Sept. 7. 

This is the genuine copy of the let- 
ter which was written this day, Sept. 7, 
-to the hon. Alexander Murray, efq; by 
John Wilkes, efq-, and delivered by 
myfelf ioto tlii|hands of the fcrvant of 
the abov.efaid. Alexander Murray, cfq; 

Paris Sept. 7, 1763. 



^'oL^I. -F Mor.fiair 



i 82 } 

Monfieur Goy wrote the folli^ing let- 
ter to Mr. Murray, to which he re- 
turned no anfwer, and on the Satur- 
day would not be at home. * 

SIR, 

T DID myfelf feveral times the ho- 
•*■ nour to wait upon you, but have 
not been fo happy ^s to find you a^ 
home. I intend to fet off on Sunday 
morning for Flanders, and Ihould be 
very proud to take my leave of you, 
therefore hope you will give orders for 
my being admitted tjp-morrow^ any 
time the moft agreeable to you. 

I am, with refpeft. Sir, &a 

P. GOY. 

Rue St. Anne, butte St. Roch, 
vis-a-vis le Commiffaire. 
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From the St. fftmes's Chroniitle, Sept. 29, 1763. 
* To the PRINTER. 



I 



S I K, 

BEG leave by your paper to unde- 
ceive the public as to the letter 
printed in the London Chrof$ck of Sept. 
18, and faid to have been written by 
capt. Forbes to his father. It cIShtains 
fo many falfehoods, that I am fure it 
muft be a forgery, and a grofs impofi- 
tion on the world/as well as an injury 
to tha|i^ gentleman. The letter fays, 
captain Forbes began that he had heard 
Mr. IVilkes was a man of hcnciir^ atid 
had hither! treated him accordingly ; and , 
as he could now hardly believe it, he ^-ji^ant- 
ed ahfoluteiy to put him to ^he prcof^ 
whereas capt. Forbes only declared, he. 
had heard Jl^ IVilkes was acknowledged 
to be § man of courage^ a7id therefore he 
F 2 irjificd 
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injijied on his fighting him for writing 
Ggainjl his country. 

I can aflure you, that Mr. Wilkes 
never iaid that he was a man of courage^ 
^and that he had given proof enough of that 
in fightirg lord Talbot^ and that he would 
fight no man elfe till he fought lord Egre- 
mont. ThA three affertions are untrue, 
it is equally falfe that captain Forbes 
afkedHlr. Wilkes, if he came to Paris 
to fight lord Egremont^ that he was not to 
be made a fool of^ that he had been now fo 
often at Mr. JVilkes^s lodgings k$ was re- 
fohed he jlioidd fight ^ otherwife Hlhe firft 
time he fliould meet with himy he would 
treat him as a villain and fcoundrel de- 
ferved. All this is pure fiftion, not one 
ofFenfive word ever efcaped'capt. Forbes; 
he feemed<te be armed with . only two 
or three fhort fentences: Tou have abufed 
Scotland— my country — IHftJi on fightings 



*\ 
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Mr. Wilkes never declared he was t09 
ufeful a fuhjeSi to rijk his life. Mr. 
Foibes*s anfwer^is equally invention.. 
Mr. Wilkes, never laid, that as fuch 
thin:s cctild not begone without witneJfeSj 
to come-back ^/ twelve 0* clocks and to have 
a friend. Mr. Wilkes never talked of 
witneffes, but defired Mr. Forbes to 
bring a fecond at twelve, who fhould* 
adjuft every thing with Mr. Wilkes's 
friend. The letter fays, tftaf^Mr. Forbes 
returned at the hour appointed^ and told 
his friend not to enter the Hotels that Mr.. 
V/ilkes miglit not have to fay there came 
two upon him-, whereas Mr. Forbes had 
promifed to bring his fecond, and Mr». 
Wilkes's was there. Mr. Wilkes re- 
turned a little after twelve to the Hotel 
de Saxe. He met at his own door two 
.geotlemenf who were juit come from 
England, ^d were delivering their 
/cards to the Suifle. Mr. Wilkes afked 
F 3 them 
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them to walk in, where they found 
Monf. Goy and Mr. Forbes. They had 
.not been at the HoteLde Saxe a quarter 
of an hour, when Mr. Forbes abruptly 
got up, faying he ii^ fomc urgent bufi- 
nefs with Mr. Wilkes. The gentlemen 
then of courfe diredtly retired. Mon- 
Ceur Goy, Mr. Wilkes's fecond, only 
remained in the room. Mr. Wilkes 
never declared ihat he would not fight any^ 
one till he^Jhuld lord Egremont-, nor 
did capt. Forbes *fay, // he had not the 
-prcteSlion of his own houfe^ he would ufe 
him like a fcoundrel and rafcal as he de- 
fcrvcd. 

All the reft which follows of what the 
fccretary faid, (by which I fuppofe is 
meant monfieur Goy, no o<-her perfon 
bwing prefent) and Mr. Forbes's decla- 
ration that the firfi time 4ie met Mr. 
Wilkes in the fireetSy or elfewhere^ he 
would give htm a hundredjtrokesof aftick^ 

as 
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4is he dtferved no more to be ufed like agen-- 
JlemaHj but as an eternal rafcal andfcoun^ 
dreU &c» is abfolute ficlion. Mr, Wilkes 
defire^ to know where Mr. Korbes lived, 
who would not telj him, but 8efired he 
might be fcnt to at tlxc cofFee-houfe^ 
oppofite to the play-houfe. The laft 
line of the letter finiflies acceding to 
the rule in Hcrace^ ferveltir W initrn:^ 
.&c. ^his happened the ijm and iSth of 
Auguji^ whereas Mr. WSes never faw 
captain Forbes A|athe .j6th, nor did 
he appear at Paris after that day.' 

I hope, Sir, that in jullice to captain 
Eorbcs you will detcA the impoilure, 
and the printers of the London Chronicle 
ought to aflc pardon of that gentleman 
for iriftrtingi as his, a letter fo fliame- 
fully falfein a variety, of particulars. 

Having now. Sir, detected fome of 

the more importsfrit talfhcods contained 

in the pretended letter of captain Forbes 

F 4 to 
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to his father, I fhall proceed to give 
you the circumftances of this interefting 
affair, with the moft fcrupulous exa6t- 
nefs and vfracity. 

On Monday morning, Auguft 1 5, as 
Mr. Wilkes was walking with lord Pal- 
merfton to Notre Dame, a gentleniian 
in thti^reet came up to him, and in- 
quired if hk name was Wilkes. The 
gentleman ^s anfwered in the affirma- ^ 
tive -, upon which he faid, Mr. Wilkes 
wrote ^the North ^||on, and muft fight 
him. Mr. Wilkes defired to know what 
evidence the gentleman had for fo round 
an affertion, that he had in a momgjit 
cut very Ihort a difpute, which had 
been a good while agitating in England, 
and would not be foon over; that a 
fquabble in the ftreets was unbe- 
coming a gentleman, and an indecent 
affront to the laws of the country ; that 
he lived at the Hotel de Saxe, and wilhed 

him 
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him a good day. Ifir. Forbes in the* 
ftft^oon called at the Hotel de Saxe, 
and left on a card, C. John Forbes.. 
The next morning he returned about 
fix. He faid his name was Forbw, af* 
captain in the French regiment of ^ 
Ogilby, which had been^roke, or, as^ '" 
k is there *illed, reformed. Mr. Wilkes 
regretted that he had not left on his 
card where 4pe lived, to ha^e prevented 
him that feccJM trouble of coming tqu 
the Hotel de Saxe, .jmd defired to know 
his commands. He faid that Mr. 
"Wilkes muft fight him, becaufe he had 
wrote againft Scotland. Mr. Wilkes 
afked what he had wrote, and wifhed to 
-fee the papers objefted to, or to know 
what they were. Mr. Forbes replied, 
you have wrote againft Wf country : 
your name is Wilkes: do y>u not write? 
Mr. Wilkes faid, tha,|; he did now and 
then 'write receipts for tenants, and 

fometimes 
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fometimes on poft nights-, but would 
give no account to Mr. Forbes, nSt to 
any man. Mr. Forbes then aflced him, 
if he would fight him that day, Mr. 
^'Wilkes told him, that he would fight 

;> him upon his honour ; but he believed 
he could no?nndulge him that day, for 
he had a previous account t(# fettle with 
lord Egremont, and went into the cir- 
cumftances of that affair. #Mr. Wilkes 

J^added, that it was vel^ unfit captain 
Forbes and he fhould talk over alone fo 
critical a bufinefs : therefore defired 
him to return the fame day at noon, and 
to bring one gentleman for a fecond 
along with him; and Mr. Wilkes's 
friend and fecond would likewife attend. 
Mr. Wilkes declared he would leave 
every particular of time, place, £f?c. 
to their tvw friends, and would abide 
by their determination. Captain Forbes 
proraifed that.he would bring his. fecond ; 

. ^ but 
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but came at twelve alone, and found 
monlieur Goy in Mr. Wilkes's apart- 
ments. Mr. Wilkes foon after return- 
ed, and at his dWr faw two Englifli 
gentlemen, as mentioned before. As 
foon as Mr. Goy, captain FOTbes,.and 
Mr. Wilkes, were by themftlves, cap- 
tain Forbes infifted on Mr. Wilkes's 
fighting him that day, and direftly. 
"Mr. Wilkes defired him to explain the 
^reafons of fucKa duel to moofieur Goy; 
that he knew notMpg of any perfonai 
quarrel with captain Forbes, and re- 
minded him of his promife in the morn- 
ing to return with a fecond. Mr. Forbes 
^ faid, that Mr. Wilkes knew enough ; 
and that he would not explain himfelf 
farther. Mr. Wilkes replied, that he 
would not then entf r farther into that 
affair, his friend being prefent, and no 
gentleman on flie parx of Mr. Forbes. 
JMr. Fitfbes then faid, that his friend 

was 
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was near, and that he would fetch him; 
He accordingly went away, in a quarter 
of an hour returned again alone, and 
faid, he would bMg no friend ; but 
Mr. Wilkes Ihould foon hear from him. 
Mr. WiRes afked how he could know 
that the perfon he was converfing with 
was a gentleman, or was captain Forbes, 
. having never feen him till the day before, 
• and obfcrvcd, that his coming in luch a 
manner, <«ind refufing to bring a fecondjT" 
had more the air q^an affaffin, than of 
. a gentleman. Mr. Forbe: faid, that he 
was well known to the prince of Sou- 
bizc, and then went away. 

la the afternoon the marlhals of^ 
France fent and put Mr. Wilkes under 
arreft. Soon after he received a vifit 
from Mr. Macdon^ld, a Scottilh gentle- 
man in the French fervice ; who told 
him, that he came in the name of the . 
Scots at Paris, to afTurc Mr. JW^ilkes, 

that 
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that they entirely difepproved of cap- 
tain Forbes's behaviour; and tliat it 
was only to be looked upon as the rafli- 
nefs of a young m4^ of three and twen- 
ty. Mr. Macl%, who is likewife in 
the French fcrvice, and has the crofs of 
St. Lewis, *Svai ted afterwards on Mr* 
Wilkes, and repeated the fame aflu- 
rances. Mr. Forbes never appeared at 
f^aris after that afternoon, Tuefday, the 
1 6th of Auguft. Diligent fearch was 
ftade, and it was c^fcovered that he had 
been, for fome time, cl|>cealed at Mr. 
Murray's, At laft captain Forbes not 
appearing, Mr. Murray was taken into 
•cuftody, and||vas brought before mar- 
fhal Noailles, who is prefident of the 
tribunal of the marfhals of France, on 
Friday afternoon, the 19th, at the fame 
time with Mr. Wilkes ; and on their 
giving their paroles, both their guards 
w^re difmifled. When marfhal Noailles 

alked 
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aflced Mr. Wilkes, what was his quar- 
rel with captain Forbes, Mr. Wilkes 
only faid, Monfeigneur^ je rCai ni V hon- 
neur ni Penvie de connoitre monjieur Forbes. 
(My lord, I have neitllcr the honour 
nor the wifh to know Mr. Forbes.) Mr. 
Wilkes then, in the preieoqt of feveral 
French gentlemen, after marfhalNoailles 
was retired, begged Mr. Macdonald, 
who is an intimate friend of Mr. Forbes^ 
to aflure him, that as foon as the affair 
with lord Egremont was fettled, if h# 
was alive, Hfe. would indulge captain 
Forbes, Ihould he choofe co fight him ;. 
and that it would be captain Forbes's 
own fault if he did not ; fiw: Mr. Wilkes 
would meet him for that purpole any 
where in Europe, Afia, Africa, or Ame- 
rica, except the dominions of Frande- 

I am, &c. 



From the St. James's ChroDicle, Oft. 27, 1765. 

To the PRINTER. 

Sir, 
"VT'OU may be afflired, that the let- 
-*- ter, firft printed ift the evening 
paper, called Thr' London Chrcnicle^ 
Tuefday, Oftober 25, and faid to have 
been written by captain Forbes to Mr. 

^Wilkes, is a mere fidlion, and that he 
has never received any letter from cap- 
tain Forbes. Lord Sandwich can beft 
explain the motives which induced him, 
as fecretary of ftate, to caufe captain 
Forbes to leave England. Mr. Wilkes 
was Aitirely ignorant of that whole 
"tranfaftion, and afterwards, on 1^ re- 
turn to London from Menin, declared 
very publicklj^ that through the whole 

H important bufmefs, in which he was 

concerned, he would owe his proteftion 

to nothing, but the laws of his country, 

m * and 
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;and his own fword. The account in //;» 
London Chronicle contradifts itfclf; for 
it is there faid, that " capt. Forbes, the 
day after he wrote to Mr. Wilkes, re- 
ceived a letter from Mr. Murray, afluring 
him, on his honour^ that he harl never 
wrote to, nor received any letter from, 
Mr. Wilkes." — Whereas, in the very 
letter printed as Mr. Forbes*s, he calls ^ 
Mr. Wilkes's letter to Mr. Murray a 
j)retended letter. The letter to Mr. 
Murray is placed beyond difpute, be- 
caufe it rells on the teftimony of a third 
perfon, a gentleman of honour, Monfieur 
Goy, who delivered it himfelf a^ Mr. 
Murray's houfe. It is remarkable too, 
that 'roe fubfequent letter of Monfieur 
Goy, which has a relation to Mr. 
Wilkes's letter, is not difputed. The 
■expedition ufed on this occafion is won- * 
derful. The letter faid to be Mr. 
Forbes's, mentions The Public Adver- 

tift 
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///^ of September 28, which was Wed- 
nefday. The poll did not fct out for 
Paris till the Friday night, as ufual; 
yet Mr. Forbes, wherever he was, re- 
ceives a letter from Mr, Murray rela.* 
tive to it on the Monday following, the. 
3d of Odober. PFhy did noi captain 
Forbes get fome friend to deliver the letter 
to Mr. fVilkes^ onto leave it at his houfe?. 
No account is given when it was fent^ nor 
by what conveyance.. The other parti-- 
culars mentioned in the letter have al« 
ready been difproved in your paper.. 
A. B. in The London Chronicle^ only tells 
us, that it fell accidentally into his hands,, 
yet he is fure.that it is genuine. On the 
contrary, by every external as wefi as 
internal evidence, I will maintain that. 
it is fpurious. 

lam, &c 
YoL. L Q 
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From the St. James's Chronicle, Nov. «o, 1763. 

To the PRINTER. 

S I R, 

T DESIRE for the laft time per- 
^ haps to intrude on you with refpeft 
to the ftale ftory of Mr. Wilkes and 
captain Forbes, again fen''ed up in The 
London Chronicle of Tuefday^ November 
8, in a letter figned Peter Mackay. 

It is firft an abfurdity, that mar(hal 
Noailles's fecretary fhould tell Mr. Mur- 
ray, " that there was nothing to fay to 
him\^ for Mr. Murray was taken into 
cuftody, and brought to the Hotel de 
Noailks for having concealed Mr. 
Forbes. It is further abfurdly faid,-— 
" when Mr. Murray %v as going away and 
already cut of the apartments^ upon feconi 
thoughts f\e returned to wait on the mar- 

flial de Noaiiles in particular •," 

whereas Mr. Murray, according to 
this very account, was brought by an 
exempt before marlhal Noaiiles, who 
difcharged him on his engaging for 

captain 
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captain Forbes— but not being the prin- 
cipal, Mr. Murray did not fign. It is 
no where afferted that he did — but that 
be engaged his Parak J' Honneur for 
Mr. Forbes, (whom he had fecreted 
htiov€ in his houfe) in the fame man- 
tier Mn Wilkes did for himfelf. Mr. 
Murray could not otherwife have ob- 
tained his difchargc. 

It is fufficient to obferve^ that any 
fnan acquainted with the procefs of this 
kind of bufinefs in France, muft imme- 
diately difcover the abfurdity of almoft 
Jthe whole account; and the two exempts, 
as well as monfieur Goy, can contra- 
^did many of the particulars faid to 
Jiave pafled at Mr. Murray's houfe. 
Mr. Mackay cannot but remember, 
<hat he came afterwards to Mr. Wilkes, 
and excnftrd the condufl: of his country- 
jman. Monfieur Goy, and the exempt, 
who attended Mr. Wilkes, were there 
at the fame time. 

I am, &c. 
G 2 
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Great George-Street, Wednefday, Nov*' i6» 
Sir, 
VT'OU complained yefterday before 
^ * five hundred gentlemen that you 
had httn ftabhed in the dark by the North 
Briton, but 1 have reafon to believe that 
you was not fo much /;; the dark^ as you 
afFefted and chofe to be. Vv^as the com- 
plaint made before fo many gentlemea 
on purpofe that they might interpofe ? 
To cut off every pretence of your igno- 
rance as to the author, I whifper in your 
ear, that every palTage of the North. 
Briton, in which you have been named, 
or even alluded to, was written by 

Your humble fervant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

Direfted to Samuel Martin, efq ; 

♦ In a very fullKoufe of Commons. Mr.Wilkes^ 
in hisfpeech that day took no notice of what 
Mr. Martin had faid> no name having been, 
mentioned, nor application made. The hou(a 
did not rife till fow in the morning. At nine 
Mr. Wilkes fent this letter. 



Abingdon-Strtet, Nov. 16, 1763. 

Sir, 

A S I faid in the Houle-qf. Commons 
^^ yefterday, that the writer of the 
North Briton, who had ftarjjbi^d me in 
the dark,, was a cowardly, as 'vrcU as a 
malignant and infamous, fcoundrdj and 
your letter of this morning's date^**ac- 
knowledges, that every paffage of-t^ 
North Briton, in which I have be^n; 
named, or even alluded to, was written . 
by yourfelf, I muft take the liberty to 
repeat, that you are a malignant and 
infamous fcoundrel, and that I defire 
to give you an opportunity of (hewing 
me whether the epithet of cowardly was 

. 3"ightly applied or not. 

I defire that you may meet me in 
Hyde Park immediately, with a brace 
of piftols each to djtcrmine our difFer- 

•cnee. 

G 3 1 (hall 



I ftiall go tb'the Ring in Hyde PiarK, 
with my piftols fo concealed that nobody 
may fee fffcHi j and I will wait in ex- 
peftatiori of you one hour. As I fhatt 
call in my way at your houfc to deliver 
this Tfrtter, I propofe to go from thence 
direftfy to the Ring in Hyde Park, from 
whence we may proceed, if it be necet 

• la>y , to any more private place ; and I 
'xtention that I fhall wait an hour in or- 

* der to give you full time to meet me.. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble fervanty. 

SAM. MARTIN. 

Dircftcd to John Wilkes, cf<j; 
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Mr. Wilkes arrived ai Paris^ Dec. 28, 
176 J. Oh the ^oth^he received the faU 
kwing note fromVLv. Martin. 

Mr. Martin prcfents his compliments 
to Mr. Wilkes, and defires to know 
how he docs J flattering himfelf, from 
Mr. Wilkes's performance of fo long a 
journey at this feafon of the year, that 
his health ispcrfcftly re-eftablifhed. 

Mr. Martin cannot help taking this 
opportunity to aflure Mr. Wilkes, that 
he had defired Mr. Bradfhaw to deliver 
up Mr. Wilkes's note, written to Mr. 
Martin on the 16th Nov. as it occurred 
to the latter that any imaginable ufe 
might be made of it to Mr. Wilkes's 
prejudice, and before Mr. Martin had 
G 4, heard. 
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heard from Mr. Bradlhaw that it was 
aftually given up.* 

Mr. Martin returns his thanks to Mr. 
W. for his attention to Mr. M's fafety, 
by giving the early notice he did to Mr. 

• ThispafTage is not intslligible. The following quotatirji 
from the liifory of the late Minority, third edition, 1766, 
will perhaps threw fome light upon it. It contains likewife 
a fliort account of the duel. 

** "When the gentlemen met in Hyde-Park, they walked 
** together for a little >vhilc to avoid fome company, which 
*• fccmed coming up to them. They brought each a pair of 
•* pifl^ols. When they were alone, the firft fire was frcm 
«* Mr. M*s piUol. Mr. M's piftol miflcd Mr. W. and the 
•' piftol in Mr. W's hand flafhcd in the pan. The gentle- 
s' men then each took one of Mr. W'« pair of piftols : Mr. 
•* W. mified, and the ball of Mr. M's piftol lodged in Mr. 
*** W's belly. Mr. W. bled immediately very much. Mf. 
.** M. then came up, and defred to give him all the afliftance 
** in his power. Mr. Wilkes replied, that M-. M. had 
*• behaved like a man of honour, that he was killed, and 
** infjfled on Mr. M's waking his immediate efcape, and no 
.'* creature ihoiu'ld know frcm Mr. W. how the affair hap- 
•• pcned. Upon this they par;eJ ; but Mr, M. came up 
** again in two or three minutes to Mr. V/. (rffering him a 
" fecond time his affiftance, but Mr. W* again infiftcd on 
<* his going off. Mr. M. exprefied his concern for Mr. W. 
«< faid the thing was too well known by feveral people, v ho 
" came «p almcft dircftly, and then went away. Mr. W. 
'* was carried home, but would net tell any circumflance of 
" the cafe till he found it fo much known. He only faid to 
'• Che furgeen, &c, that iti»as s^ affair of honour. 

" The, 
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Bradlhaw, of his apprehending himfelf 
to be in danger. 

It is impoffible for Mr. M. to think 
t>f taking part in any affair of Mr. W's 
that he may find depending in the Houfe 
t)f Commons at his arrival in England. 

*« The Jay follrw'tttg Mr. W. imagining him 'elf in tJit 
« greateft danger, returned Mr. M. his letter, that no evi- 
•** dence might appear againfthim; and inJifted upon it with 
«' his relations, that in cafe of his death no trouble fliould 
•« be given Mr. M. for he had behaved as a man of honour. 

** Mr. M. not at the fame time returning Mr.Ws letter, 
•** occaficned fomebody to remark, that in all probability it 
** was kept in order to be made ufa of as a proof of Mr. W, 
"** being concerned in the Nonh Briton. I own, faid the 
'** remarket, that I canno*: account for this behaviour of Mr. 
** M. no more than I can for his tamely bearing above eight 
*** months the abufe upon him. Has he been all this timf, 
•* Sundays not exuptedy praEiiJing at a target ? That report 
*' is confirmed by all his neighbours in the country. Yet, 
•* after all, he did not venture to fend to Mr. W. but before 
" five hundred gentlemen, ready to inlerpofe, and feemed to 
•** intend to b-gin a quarrel, I fuppofe that it might end 
^* there. Mr. W. chcfe cotlly to take it up ihe next morn- 
*< ing, by a private letter to Mr. M. who infilled on piftols, 
•*« without naming the fwcrd, though the choice of weapons 
•** was, by the laws of honour, in Mr. W.'* page 236, &c. 

Mr, WJlkes^s letter was returned to him by Mr. Grav«s 
in the name of Mr. Martin near a month after, en Dec, 
%o, 1 76 J. • 

He 
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He propofcs to fet out from hence on 
his return home on Monday ncxtj but 
believes he ihalt not fet foot in London 
tiilthofe affairs are determined, to avoid 
even a colour for fufpicion that he is 
capable of appearing againft Mr. W. 
after what hath fo recently happened.. 

Hotel dc Luyncs, Dec. 30, 1763-^ 
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Hotel dc Saxe, Dec. 3a, Friday* 

Mr. Wilkcs*i5 compliments to Mr. 
Martin, and is nruch obliged by the fa« 
irour of his note. Mr. W. is going to 
pay his refpeds to lord Hertford *, and 
if Mr. Martin is difengaged^ will after- 
wards wait upon him for a quarter of 
an hour, at the Hotel dc Luynes. 

Hotel de Luyncsy Dec. 30, 1763. 

Mr. Martin's compliments ; and will 

wait at home to receive the vifit with 

which Mr. Wilkes intends to favour 

him. 

X Lord Hertford was at that time the Engliih 
ambailador at Paris. 



Voles of the Houfe of Commons^ Veneris, 
1 6 Die Decembris, 1763. 

Orderedj 
That doftorHcbberden the phyfician^ 
and Mr. Caefar Hawkins, one of his 
majefty's ferjeant-furgeons, be defired 
to attend John Wilkes, efq; from time 
to time, at proper intervals, to obferve 
the progrefs of his cure -, and that they, 
together with dcftor Brocklefby and 
Mr. Graves, do attend this houfe, to 
report their opinion thereupon on the 
1 9th day of January next, in cafe the 
faid John Wilkes, efquire, be not then 
able to attend in his place* 
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Cecil-Street^ Dec. 1 7* 
Dear Sir,. 

A N order of the Houfe of Commons 
•* *" is come to Mr. Hawkins and mc 
to attend Mr. Wilkes from time to time^ 
in order to obferve the progrefs of the 
cure, and to make a report to the houfe, 
together with you and Mr. Graves, 
You will oblige us by acquainting Mn 
Wilkes with this; and if you will let us 
know at what time you intend to fee 
Mr. Wilkes on Monday, we will be 
ready to meet you there. Mr. Hawkins 
defires that the appointment may be for 
fome hour after twelve^ 

. I am. Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

W. HEBBERDEN. 
Dircftcd to Dr. Brocklefby. 
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Norfolk-Street, Sunday mornbg* Dec. iS, 1763* 

Pear Sir, 
T A T E laft night I received the iiic 
•*^ clofed letter from my moft ingenu- 
ous and worthy friend^ Dr. Hebberd.en,, 
and alfo the inclofed copy of a|i order 
of the Houfe of Commons, to report 
upon your cafe on the X9l:h of January^ 
I am therefore to entreat you, to &% the 
hour for our attendance at your houfe oa 
Monday, and I will take care to appoint 
Dr. Hebberden and Mr. Hawkins. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your mofl: obed'^nt, 

bumble Servant, 

RICHARD BROCKLESBY, 

Diredcd to John Wilkes, ef(j; 
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Great George-Street, Monday, Dec. 19, 1763. 

Dear Sir, 
HAVE the favour of your letter, 



I 



and of the papers enclofed. I think 
you are rather deficient in politenefs, 
that you do not congratulate your friend 
on the new and ftngular honour done 
him by the Uoufe of Commons^ in ap- 
pointing a Physician ^nd Surgeon ta 
attend me. I ought to take tliis tire 
more kindly at their hands, becaufe to 
,pay me this .compliment, they have, I 
.believe, exceeded their legal powers. 
The lords^ rather unwittingly, fet thena 
ifuch an example, by ordering the pAjy?- 
cian and jurgeon of a member of the 
other houfe to their bar, to be examined 
concerning his ftate of health. I had 
before received other unmerited obliga- 
tions from their lordships, and the old 
fniendfliip of lord Sandwich, though I 

own 
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own I was rather put to the blufh by 
THEIR PUBLISHING to the world what 
they pretended was found, perhaps pur, 
among the things ftolen from me^ • If a 
man makes a private ejpiy on woman^ 
fliould all the world icQ it ? Is a trcatife 
againft the fplcen, or the tedium vU^e^ 
lb dangerous as now to become a ftate- 
crime for the cognizance of our prefent 
cruel rulers,, or rather inquifitors ? Has 
the nafty, gummy, blubbering, over- 
grown boy of a lord, barbarous and 
bluftering as. the North*, has he like- 
wife received his orders to denounce to 
the Commons z laughable poem as a hor- 
rid crime to make all good chriftians 
fhudder? Are the mod wretched and 
impious lines to be forged, that a work^ 
which idolizes the whole fex, may be 
brought into judgment before the crafly 

jf'Lord North, eldcfl fon of the carl of Guild* 
lord. 

Scot, 
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* Scot, who never loved any woman. 
This laft act of the Majority fcenls 
almoft to perfedt the fcene, and really 
quite overwhelms me with gratitude. Yet 
though I am a young member, I cannot 
but obferve and lament, that the antient, 
cftabliflied forms of Parliament have in 
the prefent cafe been laid afide, as if 
order had taken leave of the Houfe with 
good old Onslow. The courfe of bufi- 
nefs has always been, that affairs of im- 
portance Ihould previoudy go to a Com- 
mittee^ to have a full and fair difcuffion, 
and afterwards the Houfe receives and 
duly weighs the report of the Committee. 
The affair you have mentioned is of fo 
much real confequence, that it Ihould, in 
my poor opinion, have been referred 
to the two ufual Committees. Firji^ it 

* Lord Mansfield. 

Vol. I. H ihould 
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(hould have gone to the Committee $f 
Ways and Means^ to contrive how the 
ft ate Phyftcian and Surgeon can get into 
my houfe. Secondly^ to the Committee of 
Supply^ to vote the fees due to the gen- 
tlemen for their attendance ; but I have 
public ceconomy fo much at heart, tho* I 
make no parade of it, that I will fave 
the nation this expence, for 1 will not 
fuffer either of them to enter my doors. 

The Majority of the Commons^ like 
true country people, feem to have a 
troublefome overflowing of kindnefs for 
me, which you know is very apt to 
furfeit. Yet, like the others fometimes, 
in the fame moment they fail in a point 
of neceffary good breeding, eventoone of 
their own members. The Houfe defires 
Dr. Hebbcrden and Mr. Hawkins to come 
to me, but forget todefire me to receive 
them, and I moft certainly will not. 

Surely, 
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Surdy, my dear Sir, this matter has 
been too Jighiiy determined upon by the 
honcurabk Hoiffe^ It is pretty well known 
that I have already a Phyfcian and 
Surgeon^ whofe charafters the foul breath 
of flander never reached, and whom I 
confide in and love. Why fliould I ad- 
mit any others? Am I to confent to aa 
unjuft flurupon gentlemen, with whom 
I have all the reafon in the world to be 
latisfied ? Shall I concur in fufFcrir.g 
party madnefs to fix a vile fufpicion, 
v/here I know that it ought not to reft? 
I will never countenance ib fliameful ^ 
proceeding. Honour, juPiice, gratitude, 
•private fricndihip, equally forbid ic. 

The Mojority of my brother mem- 
bers fcem quite wild in tl.eir love. 
They would iorc(tQ.Phyf:cian and Surgeon 
upon me, when 1 have one of each 
already, and they forget that my dear 
friend and chaplain, Churchill, has left 
H 2 me 



[ "6 .] 

me for feme time. Would it not there- 
fore have looked better, if thefe oblig- 
ing friends had fnewn fome regard to my 
fpiritual concerns, and had ordered their 
own chaplain, the very learned brother of 
the very * confcienticus merchant, and of 
the very acute fpeaker, to attend me; or 
they might perhaps have prevailed on 
good Mr. Kidgell. He is fo ready to 
every laudable (and lucrative) work, he 
would not I believe have hefitated. You 
might in time have had Obfervations on 
my converjion and apojilejhipy though I 
hope not in a way to make you doubt 
of the whole ; at lead you would have 
been fure of a series oj letters in the 
Ledger, the profits to be divided be- 
tween the faid Kidgell and his partner 
Mac-Faden, according to Kidgell's for- 

♦ Vide an affidavit printed in vol. 3d of a *• StltSt 
« CoUe^loB of the moil laterdtins Letters/* page lot. 

mer 
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mer plan. I think the Lord^ too ought 
to have confidered this important point 
of chaplainJJiip^ and lord Sandwich^ or 
lord Le Defpence}\ or fomc other pious 
lord, Ihould have moved to fend me a. 
Divine Legation of the Bijhop ofGlouceJicr. 
I have been faid to have doubts. I 
really have none. If I had, that ortho- 
dox bifhop would furely be able to re- 
move them ; only I fliould fear that for. 
every one of mine he carried away, he 
would leave ten of his own behind with 
me. I might likewife be treated with 
one of his quaint perfuafives to continence^ 
the only doftrine to which his pradtice 
has been fully adequate. It could never 
come more a pnopos^ nor with greater 
probability of fuccels, for that cold, 
frozen virtue of chajlity^ the virtue of 
age not of youth, feems likely to beas 
much my portion, tlie reft of thi^ 
year, as it has been that pedant's every 
H 3 year 



year of his life. * His virtue is fixed m 
inafrojl^ beyond all the powers of genial 
fpring, or a charming, lufcious wife : 
mir:c I truft will thcw^ meU^ and refohe 
itfelf to fprightly dew^ long before the 
firft br-ath of zephyr. 

After all, my dear Dodtor, I might, 
I believe, admit the Jlate Fhyftcian and 
Surgeon without any danger of a Ruffian 
hamcrrhcidal cholic^ but I will not do any 
thing on compulfion^ Hal. 1 do not fufpeft 
either of them in the Icaft to refemble a 
^ailfct^ a Martin^ a Fcrbes^ or ^ Bun. 
On the contrary, they are both amiable 
men, and therefore I wiQi you would 
bring them here to dinner as foon as I 
get a little better, for at prefent if they 
came, I fhould fear they would place 



Afkof \\\tLttirn'd thewa;^? The LwrnV are bliQd i 
That way a H^ar^utton could licver fifd. 

thcmfclvcs 
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thcmfelves hy authority ^ one on the right, 
and the other on the left hand, of their 
poor patient, and, like Sancho^s DoSor 
with his wand, forbid my tafting any 
thing 1 ogled, or rzihzx f quint ed at. 

I am alone. If you are difengaged, 
I willi you to come here at four, and I 
will give you half my boiled chicken. 
We never can want food for laughter, 
while, in the phrafe of the ^ ^ Pox^ 
George Grenville has the Conduct or 
THE House of Commons. 

I am ever. 
My dear Sir, 
Your affeftionate, humble fervant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

Dircded to Doaor Brocklefby. 

§ Fox, Lord Holland. 



H4 
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Two Cards 'to Dr. Hejbberden, and Mt.' 

Hawkins. 
T%^R. Wilkes prefents hiscomplimenw 
•*^-*" to Dr. Hebberden, and is duly fen- 
fible of the kind care and concern of the 
Houfe of Commons, not only for his 
health, but for his fpeedy recovery. He 
is attended by Dr. Brocklcfby, of whofe 
integrity and ability he has had the ex- 
perience of many years, and on whole 
fkill he has the moft perfeft reKance. Mr. 
Wilkes cannot but be of opinion, that 
there is a peculiar propriety in the choice 
he at firft made of Dr. Brocklcfby for 
the cure of what is called a gun-Jhot 
wound, from the circumftance of the 
Dodor's having been feveral years 
Phyfician to the army, but at the fame 
time entertains a real eftecm for Dr. 
Hebberden's great merit, and though 
he cannot fay, he wiflies to fee the Doftor 
at prefent, he hopes that in a few weeks 
he ihall be well enough to beg that 
honour, to eat a bit of mutton in 

Grcat-Gcorge Street. 
Monday, Dec. 19. 
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Ty/jR. Wilkes prefents his compli- 
■^^-*- ments to Mr. Hawkins. He 
fome time ago, from motives of huma- 
nity^ readily confented, at the reqneft of 
Mr. Martin, to receive the vifits of Dr. 
Hebberden and Mr. Hawkins. He is 
now acquainted, that the honour Mn 
Hawkins intends him of a vifit to-day i& 
not at the defire of Mr. Martin, and 
therefore he begs that it may be deferred, 
till he is more capable of enjoying com- 
pany. He has every reafon to continue 
perfeflly fatisfied with the conduft of 
Mr. Graves, a military furgeon of emi- 
nence, who extrafted the ball. He 
hopes in a few weeks to be fo well reco- 
vered, as to be able to receive Mr. 
Hawkins in Great George Street, and 
Ihall be impatient for an opportunity of 
fhewingthc juft regard he will ever pay 
to fo diftinguilhed a charafter. 

Monday, Dec. 19. 
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The following extracts explain die affair, 
of Alexander Dun. 

From the St James's Chronicle, Dec lo, 1765, 

/^N Tuefday night laft, foon after 
^^^ the verdi6t was given for Mr. 
Wilkes, a man knocked at his door, 
dcfiring to fpeak with him on particular 
bufinefs; it appearing, by his dialeit, 
he was a Scotchman, and being an 
entire ftranger, he was -cefufed admit- 
tance-, on which he went away to a 
coffee-houfe near Parliament-Street, 
where he was overheard by a perfon 
then prefent, to declare, that himfelf, 
and ten more men, were determined to 
cut Mr. Wilkes off, let the event be 
what it would -, the gentleman gave in- 
formation of the above declaration next 

morning. 
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mornings by letter, to Mr. Wilkes, 
defiring him to be on his guard; the 
aflfair then reftedtill Thurfday morning, 
when the fame perfon, as is fuppofed, 
brought a letter to Mr. Wilkes's houfe, 
figned Alexander Dun, the purport of 
which was to beg an interview with him . 
on an affair of the moft interefting 
nature, when he was defired to call 
again at one o'clock, which he did 
accordingly, and kvcn o'clock was 
then the hour ap^nted; in the interim, 
Mr, Wilkes ha!r got feveral of his 
friends, gentlemen of diftin&ion, about 
him. At the above hour the man came, 
and was ufhered into the parlour, where 
he waited a fhort time, and was informed 
that Mr. Wilkes was then alone, and he 
(hould be introduced to his prefence-, 
but, on going out at the parlour door, 
two gentlemen, who had placed them- 

felves 
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fclves behind it, feized him by each arm, 
and flung him on his back. On fearch- 
ing him anew penknife was found in 
his pocket, which he pretended he had 
purchafed about nine months ago: on' 
being farther queftioned, he faid fix 
months, and at laft owned he bought if 
at Chatham about a fortnight fince.- 
Previous to the time appointed by Mr.. 
Wilkes for his interview, proper affida- 
vits, containing an accurate detail of the 
whole tranfadtion, wcmprepared, and a* 
warrant procured from the hon. Mr.- 
juftice Wilmot for apprehending him,, 
which was immediately executed; and 
we are informed that authenticated evi- 
dence of the whole proceedings was 
yefterday laid before a very auguft 
aflembly, who have ordered the tipftaflT 
to bring the fakL Mr. Dun to be exa- 
mined before that honourable houfc 
this day. 

Mn 
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Mr. Wilkes, on the firft intimation 
of Dun's defign, treated the affair with 
levity, and intended taking no notice of 
it ; but the worthy -f- fon of a moft 
worthy commoner, who fome time fince 
retired from public bufinefs, happening 
to be prefent, he, with fome other of 
Mr. Wilkes's friends, infifted that an 
enquiry fliould be made into it, when 
matters turned out as above related. 



tY George Onflow, cfqj Member for Surjy. 
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From the St. James's Chronicle, Dec. 13, 1763. 

Copy of a letter to John Wilkes, efq. 
in Great George Street, Weftminfter. 

London^ Dec. 7, i}63. 
S I R, 

T Should not do my duty, if I did not 
^ acquaint you that the young Scotch 
ofEcer, that wanted entrance at your 
houfe, is a villain, and his intentions are 
of the blackeft dye. I have been in* 
his company for near four hours. That 
part of ou. converfation that relates to 
you, confi.cd chitfly of his intentions 
of maflacring you the firft opportunity, 
and that there was thirteen more gentle- 
men of Scotland of the fame refolufion, 
and confederates of his, who vv^as refolved 
to do it, or die in the attempt. Lafi 
night, when your trial was over, the 
gentlemen at the ccffee houfe quitted the 

room 
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room that I was in (on account of the 
fhouts in the hall) and left the Scotch 
hero and I together, but I abruptly left 
the room, and went after the people to 
Great George ftrcet, and on hearing a 
nolfe at your door, I went up, and, to 
my great furprize, faw the Scotchman a 
trying for entrance; I knocked and had 
admittance, which enraged the hero fb 
much, that he fwore revenge again ft the 
fervant, and was very troublcfome ; 
when I went out, I heard a gentleman 
taking him to taflc upon his vowing re- 
venge on you or your fervant, upon 
which I told the gentleman a fmall part 
of what I knew, and he put him in the 
hands of tv/o watchmen, and ordered 
him to theRound-houfe, but at the corner 
of Great George-ftreet, I am told he was 
refcued, and ran away. There was con- 
verfaticn paffcd between him and the 
company that is not fafe to communicate 

by 
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by letter: his principles and zeal make it 
unfafe for fuch an abandoned wretch 
to be at large. Your own difcretion, 
I hope, will guide you to prevent any 
thing that may be intended. I am 
with all refpeft. Sir, your's, 

M. DARLY^ 

Cnmboro-Allcj, Lckefter-Fkclds, 
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Copy of the Letter from Alexander Dorr 
to John Wilkes, efq^ 

iMHiion, Dec. 8, 1763. 
S I R, 

A S I have Hbmething of confequencc- 
•* ^ to communicate ta you, I fhoufd 
be ^Ud to know what time would be 
moft convenient for mc ta call upon yoa 
ihhdBy. I called once before, and was 
refufed admittance. Be ibgood as lend 
me an anfirer by my fervant, who will 
wait for h. Lieutenant Oixhat of dra- 
goons, who is now in Scotland, defires 
his compliments to you for the many 
ciyilities /hewn him when he. was quar- 
tered near your country feat ; you may 
be afiured that many of the Scotch have 
fiill a regard for you, and none of them 
more So than your moft humble and obe- 

^at iervant,. 

ALEX. DUN. 

Diredt to me atMr. Whytes's, peruke- 

makers Lieutenant of Marines. 

YOL. I. I 
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Journals of the Houfc of Commons^ 
vol. 29, p. 721. 

Paris, Hotel deSaxe, Jan. 11, 1764. 

Sir, 
T Cannot exprcfs the concern I am tinder 
, ^ from the impoffibility I now find of 
attending my duty in parliament on the 
19th of this month. I have futfered very 
much from the tour I made here in the 
holydays to fee my daughter. My wound 
is again become extremely painful, the 
parts are very miich inflamed, and a fever 
attends it. I enclofe a certificate of one 
of the king's phyficians, and of afurgeon 
of the army, gentlemen of eminence in 
their profelTion, who think it abfolutely 
ncccfiary for me to flay fome time longer 
at Paris. I refer to the certificate itfclf 
for the particulars. 

The 
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The impatience I feel to juftify myfelf 
.^o the Houfe from the grouradlefs and . 
cruel attacks made upon nie, and thesseal 
I hope ever to retain for the vindication 
of the facred rights -of the Commons of 
<jreat-Britain, and the privileges of par- 
♦liamcnt, both of which have been grofsly 
violated in my perfon, had determined 
me to fet out for England on Friday next; 
but I now find myfelf incapable of per- 
forming the journey. 

1 am therefore, Sir^ under the neceffity 
of intreating you to fubmit my cafe to the 
Houfe, and I doubt not from their juf- 
tice that a more diftant day will be ap- 
pointed, when it may be in my power to 
attend the difcuffion of points, fo very 
important in themfelves, and in which I 
am fo very materially concerned. 

I 2 I would 
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I would not, Sin, implMt ihk of die 
Hoafe, if I^o\3ghtth€ detey could btr 
Attended with any poOibie iDtoAvenieMe 
to the {mblicv and I teg to obferve than 
I feized the firft moment, iMhich the re*- 
Iblutionsof partiament gave me «o enter 
my ap{>eamiice to the infbnnatkinfi^ wim^ 
Aav« been fitod agaitift me in die JLux^ 

I am^ with due re^e& and efteem^ 
S I R, 
Yout moft obediem, 
htntiMe fervAtit,. 
JOHN WlLKfiS^ 

IXreaied «> the right koncoMtdc Sir JohiiCdk.^ 
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Jtmnuut, p. j%t. 

i 

-*^ duRoi, q-dcvwiC|iwtecwi^?bcC 
'defes armccs^nAUemagne&enEfpagne^ 
& nous, chirurgicn confiilcantdcsannecs, 
& chiruigieiviQ^or du regiment des 
gardes FrimipQifes^ certifions que Mr. Jean 
Wilkes eft dans un etat qui ne lui per- 
met point, tant par rapport ^ fa bleffure> 
qui n*eft pas entierement cicatrifee, que 
par rapport a la fievre qui lui eft furve- 
nue^d'entreprendre la route de Paris a 
Londres ; qu*il feroit a craindre, v6 Tin- 
flammation & le bourfouflement canfide- 
rable arrives depuis peu de jours, qu*il 
ne fe format .yne hernie, a laquellc il ne 
feroit point poffibie de remedier; que, 
pour prevenir cct accident dont il eft me- 
I ^ nace. 
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iiace, & que le mou^emcnt violent^ tef 
que celui d'une;chaileaepofte, & Tagi- 
tation de la mer, ne tnanqueroient pas de 
determiner, il eft abfolument indifptnra- 
ble qu*il refte encore quelque temps a 
Pims. En foi de quoi nous lui avons de- 
Hvre le prefent certificat. 

A Paris, ce ii Janvier, 1764. 

NINNIN. 

dufouart: 
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London, Jan. 17th, 1764. 
Sir, 
T received, by the poft, this day, the 
•*• favour of your letter, dated from the 
Hotel de Saxe at Paris the i ith inftant, 
together with a certificate of a phyfiS 
cian and furgeon, bcjh which I fhall» 
according to your deCre, communicate 
to the Houfe of Cfcmmons on Thurfday 
next, to which day the Houfe yefterday 
adjourned. 

I am^ery forry. Sir, for the account 
which you give of your health-, and am, 
SIR, 
Your moft obedient, 

humble Servant. 

JOHN CUST. 

DIreded to John Wilkes, eftiuirc. 



I4 
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The following letter ,is not infertcd in 
tbe journals. 

Paxis^ Feb» 5. 1764* 

Sir, 
T took the liberty of tranfoiitting to 
T you on the 1 1 th of laft month the ori- 
ginal of a certificate, which was entirely 
the hand writing of Mr. Ninnin, one 
of the king's phyficiaps, and figned by 
that gentleman, as well as by Mr. Du- 
fouart, a furgeon of the army. It was not 
imagined here that any thing more was 
necefiary among gentlemen. IftheHoufe, 
or any fingle member,haddeQred a notarial 
aft of the authenticity of the certificate, 
I would fooner have troubled you with 
the enclofed, which is attefted by our 
ambaflador at this court. It now be- 
comes my honour to requeft that it may 
be laid before the Houfe. 

I do not mean. Sir, to mifpend my 
time in making any remarks on the late 

proceedings. 
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«prpcee4iiig3« Tbey are fo obvftxuft, |hac 
they will immediately occu A) every man, 
inrho is not toft to thcprincij^cs of virtue:, 
and dead to the feelings of honour and 
horaanity, I am not able at prefcnt t» 
fay much> but this I will add, that I am 
fi»c my countrymen of t^ prefent age, 
and the faithful hiftorian'spage, will do 
jufticeto theuprightne6af myintcntions, 
to my ardent love of the conftitution of 
our happy ifland, and to the honeft efibrt^ 
I have MKkdc in the caufc of liberty. I re- 
joice that I have been the inftrument in 
the handof Provicfcnce to obtain very im- 
portant legal decifioos in favour of myi 
ieHow fubjefts. 

I am, with becoming regard, 
SIR, 
Yom- very humble fervant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

1>i»ded to die r%ht hooourabk Sir John QnSu 



C 138 1 

A Certificate, omitted in the Journals^ 

pARDEVANT les confeillers du 
^ Roi, notaires au Chatelct dc Paris j. 
fouffignes, furcnt prefents M, Henri 
Ninnin, medecin confultant du roi, & 
ci-d^vant medecin en chef de fes armees 
en AUemagne & en Efpagne, & fieur 
Paul Dufouart, chirurgien confultant des. 
armees duRoi, & chirurgien major du re- 
giment des gardes Franjoifes, tous deux, 
de nous notaires fouffignes, bien connus^ 
demeurant enclos de I'Abbaye Saint- 
Germain-des-Pres, paroifle Saint-Sim- 
phorien. 

Lefquels, en confirmant le certificat 
fous fignature privee, qu*ils declarent 
avoir donne le 1 1 Janvier dernier, & qui 
a ete envoye a Londres, ont, par ces 
prefentes, de nouveau certifie & attefte a 
tous qu'il appartiendra, que le dit jour, 

1 1 Janvier dernier, & pendant le refte du 

meme 



meme mois, Mr. Jean Wilkes ctoit' 
dans un etat qui ne lui permcttoitpas,* 
tant par rapport a fa bleffure, qui n*e* 
toit pas entierement cicatrifee, que par 
rapport a la fievre qui lui etoit fq^venue, 
d'entr«rendre la route de Paris a Lon- 
dres •, qu'il auroit ete a craindre, yii Tin- 
flammation & bourfouflemcnt confidera- 
ble arrives alors a fa plaie, qu*il ne fe 
format une hernie, a laquelle il n*auroit 
pas ete poffiblc de rcmedier ; que, pour 
prevenir cet accident dont il etoit me- 
nace, & que le mouvement violent, tel 
que celui d'une chaife de pofte, & I'agi- 
tation de la mer, n'auroient pas manque 
de determiner, il etoit abfolument in- 
difpenfable qu'il reftat encore quelque 
temps a Paris; ce que les dits fieurs com- 
parans ont affirme & attefte, pour avoir 
vifite & panfe le dit fieur Wilkes pen- 
dant fa maladie, & ont requis adles aux 

notaires 
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t)9tatre$ fonffignes, pour lervk & vi^ir 
ce que de railbo. 

Fait & pa0e a Paris, en TEtude, Tan 
iinil feptccnt foixantc-quatre, le 3 Fevrier, 
4&ont%ae 

t 

(Scdie ks dksj^Hr Sp an.) 

^fINNIN. DUFOUART, 
ROBINEAU. 
DE LA RUE. 
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♦ This day, tht 5* rf Febroaff 

' f 764, there ^ppcardd befort me M* <te 

* It kas been one of the dUgnces'of a lateAdminiftratioii^ 
fliat {atttelf a f^hgle feAVelice oFaij public a^ W4s good £V^ 
/(ifk The reaib* fcrkapa ia, that iw £ngi^ wete employed ^' 
the real bufinefsr Lord Hertford figns a paper of only /w» 
fenteBt«s in Mr tan^tMg»> dfa«M Ufi b^r lUScbtiOi Setrettty,, 
David AmCf and yet we ^nd three palpable blunders in it. 
Thks E mppeared, Wbnre ? 2t i» sot mentioned in the a£fc 
of tlie th^iih AmbiffadOr 4i;A*r* Mcmfietxr dc la Rue ap^ 
feared, Where did Lord Hertford fee Monfieuf de la Rue ? 
Wis It at PHriB) VofaiUei, FenfiiincblNu, «r CompitgBe ? 
It il toot ftatcd ia clitt paper. The French gentlemen are at* 
curate. Jhcir A^ it dethued to be dona at Parts ^n the third 
of February. We have no hint where Lord Hertford was on 
the fifth. From any information this paper affords us, he 
might be returned to London, and might have figned it as a 
yuftice of the Peace. Lord Hertford is not named as Ambaf" 
fador, nor his capacity of attcfting a public aft ftated. 

There appeared Monjieur de la Rue is a ftrangc and harfh 
conftru£lion, not very ufual. The verb takes the place of 
it's own nominative. It fliould rather be, Monpeur de la Rue 
appeared before met ^c. We fhculd know firft who the per- 
fon is, before the quality oi appearing^ or indeed any other, is 
given to him. Such is the general concord of our grammar; 
but that Adminiftration were as little folicitous to preferve 
tcncord among 'verbs and nouns, as among provinces and king" 
doms. They made a libel on the late French Minifter, Mon^ 
^eur D'Eon^ I charitably hope more from ignorance than 
malice. When that gentleman's public charaEler ceafed, they 
declared he had no characler. The London Gazette told 
the world, His Majejiy has been pleafed to declare that Mon^ 
Jieur D' Eon has no longer ANY CHAEACTKR here^ and has 
forbid him Wf Courts 

Lord 
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kRue, and made oath that he was a 
notary public, that he had figned the 
above paper, that M. Robineaii was 
ialfo a notary public, and ha.d figned 
the fame. In witnefs whereof I have 
hereunto * affixed my hand and feaL 

HE RTF OR a (L.S). 

• Lord Hertford fays, that he has affixeJ Ms hand and feaL 
How does a man affix Ah hand? I mzy fet my hand and ftai, 
•r I may affix mjJeaJ\ but how can I affix my handf 
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A Letter to the Earl of But€j fuppofed 

to have been written by Mr. Wilkes. 

\/' K was prefixed to the new editidn of 

The fall of * MORTIMER, 
A T R A QjE D Y. 

Foriadmy tongue to fpeak of Mortimer; 
But I will find him when he lies aileep^ 
And in his ear I'll holla Mortimer/ 
Nay, I will have a ilarling taught to fpeak 
Nothing but Mortimer ^ and give it Jiim, 
To keep his anger ftill in motion. 

Shakespeare. 
Mortimer 
Is a greajt Lord of late, and a new thing ; 
A Prince, an Earl, and Coufin to the King, 

Ben Johnson. 

* The hidoiy of Mortimer is told at length in No, 5. of 
the N9rth Briton, which was pubHihed July 3, 1762. It has 
foritsmotto^ 

Dabttur mora panmla, dum res 
Nota urbi et populo contingat principix aures, 
Dedecus ilU domus fciat ultimus. Jvvznal. 

• Ko. 45. had indeed wonderful luck % but the elder brother. 
No, 5. deferred Aiil more to have been taken notice of, and 
perhaps a^ually laid the foundation of the younger brother*! 
fortune. '^ 
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TO THE 



Right Honourable JOHN STUART^^ 
Earl of BUTE^ ^^ 

Chancellor of the Univerfity of Aberdeen iiv 
Scotland, Sx% Commiffioncr of the 
Treasury in £ngx«and, one of the fix- 
teen Reprcfentatives of the Peers of Scot- 
land, one of his Majesty's naroft ho-* 
nourabk Privy Couhcxl^ a^d KviG'Ht 
of the moft noble Ewolish Order of th« 
Garter. 

Mt Lord^ 
Tl/r ANY afxi various motives have can>- 
"^^^ curred to give a peculiar propriety^ 
to the food wiih I had formed of makiog;: 
this humble ofiering at thcfliriiw of Sutie^ 
1 have felt an honeft indignation at all 
the invidious, unjuft and odious ftpplii^ 
cations of the ftory of Ro^r Mortimer^. 
I abfolutely disclaim die mofl: diflant. 
allufion, and I purpofcly dedicate M*r 

Play; 
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P/^y to your Lordlhip, becaufc hiftory 
cJocs not furnifh a mbre ftriking comraft, 
than there is between the two minifters, 
in the reigns of Edward the Thirds and of 
George theThird. I fhall trace this through 
a variety of the moft interefting particu- 
larsj fecure of the fatisfaftion your Lord- 
fliip wiHfind by accompanying me info 
pleafing a purfuit. 

Edward the Third was held in tl^ molt 
abfoluie flavery by his mother and her 
nliniftcr. The firft nobles of England were 
ejccluded from the king's councils, and 
the minion difpofed of all places of profit 
and truft. The king's uncles did not re- 
tain the fliadow of power anc^ authority, 
Thiey were treated with infult, and the 
whole royal family became not only de- 
prefled, but forced to depend upon the 
caprice of an infolent /i^wffr/V^, The 
young king had been victorious over the 
Scots^ then a fierce, favager, and perfi- 

Vgi.. I. K dious 
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dious people, in that reign our cruel ene- 
nues, happily in this our dcarcft friends. 
On every favourable opportunity, either 
by the diftraftibns in the public councils 
of this kingdom during a nf)indrity, dr 
by the abfcnce of the national troops, they 
had v2LV2i^td England with fire and fword. 
Edward might have compelled them to 
accept of any terms, fo glorious and dfc- 
cifive was the fuccefs of his arms, but 
Rc^cr Mortimer, from perfonal motives 
of power and ambition, haftily toncluded 
an ignominous peace, by which he facri- 
ficed the triumphs o{ a profperous war, 
and the jufteft claims of conqueft. 

It is with the highcft rapture, my Lord, 
I now look back to that difgraceful aera, 
becaufe I feel the ftriking contraft it 
makes with the halcyon days ofGetrge tke 
^Tiird. This excellent prince is held in 
no kind of captivity. All his nobles have 
free accefs to him. The throne is not 

now 
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nbw beficg^d. Court-favour not Cbnfiisefi} 
to one partial ftream, flows in a variety 
of different channels, enriching/A/j whole 
country. There is now the tnofl perfeft 
union among all the branches of the royal 
family. No court minbn now finds it nc- 
ceflkry^for theprefervationpf his own otti- 
nipotence, by the viicll infipuatipris to di- 
videeither the royal, or any noblefamilies. 
The king's qncle is now treated with that 
marked diftindion which his fingular nfe- 
rit is entitled to, both from the nation, 
and the throne, eftablilhcd by his valour 
in extinguifliing a foul rebellion, which 
burft upon us from its naiiv€ Norths and 
almoft overfpread the land. Our fovc- 
reign is confcious that he owes more to 
our greai deliverer than any prince in 
Europe owes to any fubjeft ; and he fcts 
a noble example of gratitude to princes, 
que les rois^ ces illujlres ingrats^ font ajfez 
malhfureux pour ne connoitre pas f . No 

K 2 favourite 
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^fizvhurife' now has trampled upon the 
inofl: r^*f[ eft able of the Englilh nobility, 
and driven them from their fovereign's 
councils. No difc&rd how rages in the 
kingdom, but every tongue bleffcs the 
ininifter who has (o maity ways endeared 
himfelf no lefs to the nobility than to the 
/whole body of the people; 

• Primores fopuli arripuitf populumque irihutim* 

To compieat the contraft, we have now 
an advantageous^ a, glorious peace, fully 
adequate to all the fuccejfes^ to all the 
glories of the war. 

The prefent internal polfcy of this 
kingdom, my Lord, is equally to be ad- 
mired. Our gracious fovereign maturely 
examines all matters of national impor- 
tance, and no unfair or partial reprefen- 
tation of any bufinefs, or of any of his 
fubjeds, is fuffered to be made to him, 
nor can any character be affaflinated in 
the diark by an unconftitutional Prime 

Mini/ier. 
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Minijter. -Heregiilarly, bj^ymifadvic^, 
attends every. priVape.cauncil of i^cal mo- 
ment, and nothWg Is tbei^ fobmittedto: 
the arbitrary deeifion of /^w ;j^;?r.- Thfe ' 
happy ftatc ofthings w,c owe:td yo^iir- 
lordfliip's unexampled care^oi bbMajefty^ " 
youth. The ifnpQrtantpromife^y<Ai mScte '^^^ 
us, that we IhoUld- frequently^ aur'fc^-'' s* 
vereign, like his? great 'predcccflbri Wil-^'^* 
liam the Thirdv prefiding in^peribn^^rthet;. 
Britiih treafiiry. Has ^e^ftfolfiHcd, tb ihb •? 
advantage arid glory 6i thefe- ttmes3r'^nd'> ' 
to the perfefting of that fcheme of osco- 
nomy, fo earneftly recorpmendj^d" froxri t^^ 
throne, andfo ^^/y carried into executicfi"*^^ 
hyyourfelf and YOUR chancellor of the ex- '' 
chequer fy as well as fo minutely by iWhrd, 



f *' Sir Francis .Dafhwoo4> cow Wr^.^-epelpcg^r^'jj^lwjl 
from puzzling all his life at tavern bills, was callt;U by Igrjl 
Bute to adminifter the financeisof a kingdom .j^bpvj: an hun- 
dred millions in debt, and ililed by Uim,.in the royal m^nfii:> 
ptj Chancellory^'' ..... - . , . ; 

K 3 fteward 
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ftcvtrd of the houflioUi f. Tonr whole 
couiif:il of ibite too is coiopoied of nieo 
pf the firft abilities ^ the (Jiikie of Bed- 
ford ; the earls of Halifax, ^remont^ 
an4 Gow^jT; the lords Henley, MaDsfield, 
and Ligpoier ; Mr. (George GrenviUe> 
and Mf . Fox. This bufmefs of thi$ gre^ 
rmpiris is not however trufted to them : 
live n^oft arduow and complicate pares 
are pot only digefted and prepared, l^ut 
finally rcyifcdW fettled, by Gilbert El- 
lipr, Alcx^der * Wedde/burn, efqfu. 

\ ** Karl Talbot, who thought a civil lift of ^ooyoool^ at 
year iiUufBciefit-to keep up the hofpitality of a private nobU- 
jnan^s kitchen^ ia^he king 9f £.Agl»Ad*s palace/* 

^ Mr. Churchill ^as ^rawn kis pi^lute to the Hfe. 

Tp mifchicf train'd, e*en from hit .xnotbcr's woitv^i^ 

Crown old in fraud, tho* yet in manhood V blpom» 

Adopting arts, by which gay villains fifey 

And reacli thle heights, whkh honeft men deiptfe \ 

Mute at the bar, and in the fenate loud, 

Pull *mongft the dulleft, proudeft of the piosd ; 

^ pert, prim, prater of the northern race, 

(}|»ilt in his hearty and famine ia his facf> &r. 

Sir 
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Sir Henry Erflcine, ban>nct, and the 
Homef. 

Another reafon why I chufe your 
Lerdlhip for the fubjeft of this dedica- 
tion, is, that yoii ai«faid, hy fermer de- 
dieaiorsj to cultivate with fuccefe the po- 
lite arts. How fpa,ring and penurious is 
this prai& ? Such literary aconomy is really 
,odipus. They ^ugl^t ;o h^ye gone fur- 
ther, and to have fhcwn how liberaHjr you 
are pleafed t» reward aU men of .genius. 
Malloch ♦ and the Home have been 



f «♦ l?he Rev. John Home, Efqj firft a preacher among 
iheScottUh-Freftyr^ans, then a Play-wright. This Prtacher, 
lake the famo«s Thivflier, the blinU Cooler, and others, wa« 
at the beginnins look^ upon as a prodigy of genius 4^ lean- 
ing, merely from being thought to have, at an early age, pro> 
duced one tdlerable piece. He went on, and it was ibon feen 
how mean and contemptible hi» takhts were. He fqnk into 
•bfcurity, and his i«me, like the torrent h^ fpeaks of in 

InCufed.siLKKcx with a stillv J 5ovkd.'* 

1 Var. Left, silly. 

**^]>mtU MaUKh^ author of many forgotten poems and 

•lays, was formerly an uiher to a fchocl in Scotland. On 

his arrival from the North, he became a great dcclaimer at 

K 4 the 
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nobly provided for. Let Churchill, or 
Armftrong, write like them, your lord- 

the London coflTee-houfes againft the Chriftiaa religion. Old 
furly Dennis was highly offended at his a>Adu£(, and always 
called him Mcloeh. He then changed bis name to Mallet, 
And foon after puhliihed An Epiftlt to Mr» Fope on Verbal 
Criticifm, Theobald was attacked in it, and foon revenge<I 
himfelf in the new edition of Shakefpeare : /' An anonymous 
** writej has, like a Scotch pedlar, in wit, unbraced his pack 
<' on ti.e fubjecl, I may fairly fay of this author, as FaK- 
•« ftade doesof Poins — Hang him, baboon ! his wit is as thicl^ 
f* as TewklhuTy muflard ; there is no more conceit in him 
** than a tnalietJ*'' Preface, f, 5a. Edition of J733. 

«* This Malltch had the happinefs of a wife who ^asAfaitft 
enough. She believed that her hwfhand was the greattftpnet 
and wit of the age. Sometimes /he would ieize and kifs his 
h:ind wjth rapture, and if the looks of a friend exprefled any 
fiirprife, would aj)oIogize, that it mas the dear hand ^t wrote 
thoje fH'oiiie pcems, ' She once lamented to a lady, how much 
the reputation of her hulband fuftered by his name being fi> 
iretiyently confounded with that of Dr. SmolUt.- The la3y 
anrwerc4. Madam, there is a fliort remedy, let your, husliand hcep 
to his own naixe.''^. ..,.•-..,-.. " 

*< Theijme njan publiflxed Lord Bolingbroke's Pofthumous 
Works, for -which a Prefentmeht was made. .again& hiia by 
the Grand Jury ,of Middlefex, Pcnfioner Jol^njfon faid,'tha« 
Lord Bolingbroke had charged .a b]underbujjs_with. aII caann^ •. 
of'comhnftibies againft the human rgc^:, andthat.hc4arcd.liqt.-' 
let it off himfelf, but had hired a rafcal to pull the trigger.*? 

In the oftavD Abridgment of Jahnfoa's Pi£iigtfi.3ry^. i^;in 
article of ** alias for otherwife, M Mallet o\\i%ty^litMallock»* 

ihip's; 
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(hip's claflical tafte will relifli their works^ 
and patronize the authors. You, my 
lord, are faid to be not only a Patron^ 
but a Judg^j and Malloch adds, that he 
wifhes, for the honour of our country, 
that this praife yicre notj almofi exclu-' 
ftvely^ your own, \ wifli too^ for the ho- 
nour of wy country, and to prefer ve your 
lordlhip from the contagion of a mar 
lignant ^t;jr, that you would not again 
give p^r«ai^« to a iSf^/ii/Xfcribbler to fa- 
crificejalmoft the whole body oiour no- 
bility Xf^ his itch of panegyric on you, of 
pay from you ; and I fubmit, whether a. 
future, inconvenience may not refult from 
fo remarkable an inftance how certain 
and fpcedy the way to obtain the lafi is, 
by means of xhtjirft. 

Almoft all the fcicnces, my lord, have 
at Icogth made fo great a progref^ in 
England, that we are become the ob- 
jeds of jealoufy to the reft of Europe, 

but . 



bM under your raffHces Sa^y and 
Tregiify have now reached the utmoft 
imgbt of perfe^ion. Not only thfe ^- 
JUm ^ P4Wiry but the l^egiU^i S^em 
}ifeewife has been conopieated, by the 
jeint labo«>rs /of your lordihip, and the 
gnat doftor Hill. Tragedy, %md^r Mal- 
todi and the (iorne, h^ with us rivalled 
tiie Gredc fnpfstpl^ and unhed die di£> 
fefll»t«iieiit^cif the great nuidemff. The 
file «f ShafeefpojU'e, and the concednel^ 
of Racine, haerc met in your two coun- 
tpy^men. One other ^cotk too I muft 
not forget : Arthur Murphy, gent. He 
iias the additional merit of aSing no lefs 
lke^<ii ^vmtiMg^ fo ^s to touch, in the 
l»oft<exqui&te -manner, all the fine feel- 
ings of the human irame. I hay« 
.fcarct^y <evier felt n^ek' siore forcibly 
afiedbed, than by o|;^s eoccellent,. biM: poor, 
negleft'cd player, except a^ few yeans 
ag6 at the dutchefs q£ <i^ueenibuiy''^ 

where 



mficm your ioidfliip fa htq\Hindf exbir 
kittd' }q one part, wlikh «^9 f^cmirkr 
ably humane and amiable -f, yjQ^ were 
A> gffat, that ttn^ ^ener^ aiK:l«m^ion 
we^, here jeu did na aif^ In fluothcr 
/,jr/ y^P i!R?PP no kfs pewftdt. I loean 
in the famoMs fcene of Hamkt, wlierp 
fCMil p^Hir /#/ii/ poifim mto the iur oi a 
^fx>d w&ipc^ii^ idog. If tiie great 
I»«fnis9 cf J^l^j( aod jfiliitf ^ i7J pla^arSy 
fmfmiweddm trtaina% k i$ no Aattisf|r 
tftfay, ^t yp^ esy X^Pfti, Wf:ir# Mtpniy 
£if)9ri«rt ^ttv^n ii|OTiii[aU«d ^ hifl9t ^ 
weU 11^ by .^J, wikp b^^ wir :«^pwi«d ©D^ 
t^ grfjgt lj:4g^ ^f tjifi yv^jd Ajl A 
tc;n/^, 1 1^ Mf . Mi«#y /«ber 19 eifc. 
r^ yw, ^^epit in p^cs ^ $rih3gfjA$hs % 
bjut ai ^ ^d<9r». hf^;$:w fomi bo prqti&fir 

f Ldrd Bute w|» foii4 of a£ti9g J^vtharU, It wji^s the es^- 
ffc^n of f resleric prince of Walts, ecckoed Jiy the puttie^ 

htt 
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her utmoft Jim^licity we. admire iiv Mr- 
Murphy -, but tfr/, art charafterizes your 
lordfcip. 

This too gives your lordfhip a claim 
to the dedication of this Play. You are 
perfeft in every thing refpefting the 
powers of affing. Your whole mind has 
been formed to it. All your faculties 
have been dkefted to this important ob- 
jcft. While Mr. Pitt, lord Temple, and 
others, your cotepriporaries, unmindfuj 
of fuch great acquirements, were only 
preparing themfelves for the national bu- 
finefs of parliament, and beginning ta 
take a diftinguifhed part in that finglc 
fphere, you, after a feven years service 
in the Houfe of Peers^ were become pcr- 
feft' in your various parts, and con^ 
defcended to tread many a private ftage 
in the high bufkins of pompous, fono- 
rous tragedy. With what fuperior fuc-r 
cefs. I record with pieafiife. Mr. Pitt 

and 



iand.Ws nobfe brother are now both in a 
private ftation. You hold the firft of- 
fice of this kingdom, and enjoy, abnojt 
'Cxdufivelyy the fmiles of your fovereign. 
They have only the empty applaufc of 
their country. 7 his too they (hare with 
dthers •, a duke of Newcaftle and Devori- 
ihire 5 a marquis of Rockingham ; an 
•earl of Hardwick ; and the two fpirited 
young nobles, who (land fo high in fame 
and vii-tue, whom England glories that 
ihe can call her own, the dukes of -f 
Grafton and Portland, Thefc illuftrious 
charaders will ever be refpecfted by your 
lordfhip for their ardent love of our S(h- 
"vereign and of Liberlyy as well as ho- 
jioured by this nation, as the declared, 

f The Duke of Grafton afterwards fold himfelf to the 
T^ane, repented of the go«d he had unwittingly done, afked 
^rdon^ and was forgiven. By way of atonement^ and to 
accommodate himfelf to his new friends, he grew arbi- 
trary, mifchicvous, and cruel, in a manner worthy the 6afe 
Htod of the remorfelefs, tyrant line of the Stuarts* 

deter- 
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determined, and cotnlnded toeaiied of 
defpotk, infoknt, concempttbk/forwr^ 
i$ifin. 

As ^fi^gedf and Bnt^ hilve thus 
reared their heads, give me kave to re- 
commend to your lordihip one important 
point refpeAing the SdemetjBind the Belks 
LeUreSj which ftill remains unfettkd : I 
mean orthography. The Freheh Acadinoy 
has fixed it for their nation ; and yet a 
bold modern, Voltaire, has dared to de- 
viate from their rules. He endeavours 
ta«ibabli(h a new orthogrcfliy^ ftill nearer 
approaching to the pronunciation. With 
a polite nobleman, this muft bear the 
palm, if not is^ correftnefs, yet of grace 
and elegance. Some fpecimens of this 
kind in our own tongue, which your 
Ibrdfhip has fcen, have much amufed me, 
although the deviations from the vulgar 
mode might not perhaps be fupported 
with the fcanied ^fgumcmiof that amaz- 
ing 
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ing Freftch gcmui. f f<(ke4j my lori^ 
the kiterSy to which I allude^ am fo cu- 
rious, that I wifli for T^facfimik of thifm^ 
as we have of one f^mows genuim Utter 
of your countryman Archibald Bower f . 
They wodd^ I am perfuaded, «xcel all 
the curious manufcripts if) your univerfity 
of Aberdeen, 0f a»ioi^ the inwnenfe eoU 
leftion of learned books of yoqr late va- 
luable piircbafe in the Argyle library* 
May I not therefore hope, that as the 
Defnitive treaty h now figi^d, your 
lordfliip's labours will .be diredcd to 
this important point, and that we may 
cxpeft to fee a compleat Ortbigrafhi- 
cal Di^kior^iry-^ to determine tli€ kliolty 
point of Britain for Briton^ which has 
of late puzzled that great Wfitfrj the 



t Vide Dr. Jbhk Daust^fs's ferertl psMb^hleti reldtlte W 
Ji'jiver''^ correijKiQdcncc with the yrfhits, 

GRfiAT 
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CRE AT Briton fhimfelf, notwithftanding 
the excellence of his Scptti/h education ? 
Eafe and elegance will, I am perfuaded, 
ftill attend your lordfhip, as infeparably as 
they have ever done, nor will you in this 
cafe be in danger of being forfaken by 
them, although Benediff^ or, if you plcafe 
in your own botanical phrafe, Carduas 
BenediSuSy fays, now he is turned Ortho- 
ORAPHER, his words are a very fantdjiical 
J^anquetj jujifo manyftrange diflies. 

I fhould have added, my lord, that 
die Play^ of which I now make the 
bumble offering, is a ^ragedy^ the mofl: 
grave and moral of all poems. With a 
happy propriety, therefore, it comes in- 

'\ Thefe endearing words, Born Mtid educated in this country^ 
I glory in the name of Britain, were permitted to be fcen in 
the above royal Orthography, of Britain for Briton, Some 
pretended to give an Icon BafUke of his iacred majefty King 
George the Third from that fingle word. The political writer, 
the Br'aon^ in feveral paflages followed the royal Ortho. 
graphs 

fcribed 
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fcribcd to your lordfhip, the moft grave^ 
the moft morale of all men. A witiy co- 
medy I would never have offered to your 
lordfhip, nor indeed to any of your 
countrymen. Wit is an ignis fatuus^ 
, which bewilders and leads aftray. It is 
the primrofe paih^ which conduSs to 
folly. Your lordfhip has never deviated 
into it. You have marched on with fo- 
lemn dignity, keeping ever the true 
tragic ftep, and on the greatefl occafions, 
SO known^ SO honoured — at the,Houfe 
of Lords f, exhibiting to the world 
what you learned on the ftage, the moft 
pompous diftion which the boldeil thea- 
trical fwell, infinitely fuperior to all the 
light airs of wit or humour. The eafy 
Jock of laughing comedy you never con- 
defcended to wear. 

•j- Grac'd as thou art with-all the pnv''r of loerds. 

So known, fo honoured, at the Houfe of Lords. Pop i . 

Thcfe two lines on Lord Marrsfeld are rather bathos and 
burlefque than panegyrick ; but Mr. Wilkes ferioufly and fa- 
tally experienced his Lordihip's jitnver of words in the altera- 
tion of the records* 

Vol. I. L I have 



[ l62 ] 

I have one thing more to urge to your - 
lordfliip, as this Play is unhappily im- 
perfeft. Your lordlhip loves the (lage : 
fo dees Mr. Murphy. Let me intrcat 
your lordfiiip to affift yew friend inper- 
feSing the weak fcenes of this Tragedy^ , 
andfrom the crude labours of Ben John- 
ion and others, to give us a. compleat 
Play. It is the warmeft wijh of my hearty . 
•that the Earl of BUTE may fpeedily com- 
pleat the Jiory e/RCGER MORTIMER. . 
I hope that your lardfbip will gracioufiy 
condefcend to undertake this arduous 
tafk, to which parts, like yours are pe- 
culiarly adapted. A variety of anec- 
dotes in real life will fuperfede the lead, 
neceffity of poetical fi£lion. To you- 
every thing will be eafy. The fifth AS 
of this Play will find thofe great talents- 
ftill in full vigour, even after you have 
run fo wonderful a career. If more /«i- 
portant concerns, either of bufinefs or 
amuftment^ engage you too much,! beg, 

, my 
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my lord, that you will pleafe royally to^ 
COMMAND Mr. Murphy, as Mr. Mac- 
pherfon fays you commanded him, to > 
publilh the profe-poetns of Fingal and 
Temora. Such a work will immortalize 
your glory in tht literary, as the Peace 
of Paris will in the ^^//V/V^/, world ; and 
I venture to prophecy, that when the 
name of Roger Mortimer fhall be 
mentioned, that of Bute will follow to ^ 
the lateft times f . 

"t" This idea does not feem to be difagrecablc to the noble 
Lord, if the following paflage of a late Journal be true. 
"We hear with pleafure of the progrefs.of the polite arts 
*' even to uluma Thule, We are informed from tHe north 
** of Scotland, that at Mount Stewart, in the ifle of Bute, , 
*' is lately firiiflied a fuperb cenotaph, of the fineft ftatuary 
**' marble. 

** The defign is bett explained in the infcription. 

Felici Genio 

ct 

y^temae Famae 

ROGERI MORTIMER 

Comitis de March 

Quod moodravit viam 

Hoc quale cumquc grati animi et honoris momimentum. 

Pofuit 

Johannes Stuart 

C0ME5 BE BUTE.'* 

L.2 Give 
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Give me leave now, my lord, to offtr 
my thanks as an Engliftiman for yowr 
public conduft. At your acceffion to 
power, you ^ found us a diftrafted, dif- 
united natioh. The late abandoned mi- 
nijier of the people had wickedly extended 
every art of ^corruption through all ranks 
of men, the fenate not excepted : I 
fpeak of the; late venal parliament. You,. 
my lord, have made us an united and 
happy nation. CorxxrpixQn ftarted likp a 
guilty things upon your fummons of Mr. 
Fox •, nor have I fince heard of a fingle 
inftance of undue, unconftitutional in- 
fluence exerted in the fenate. I now 
fpeak of the prefent virtuous parliament. 
Your lordfhip too from every foreign 
court has received the mod flattering 
teftimonies of an unbounded confidence 
in your veracity ^nd gcod faithy equal to 
theif j uft fenfe of your tranfcendent abilities, 

I beg pardon, my lord, for having fo 
long detained the patriot minifter of the 

patriot 
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fatriot king, from the great fcenes of 
Joreign bufinefs, or the rooting out cor- 
ruption at home^ or the innocent employ- 
ments of his leifure hours. I hope Dr. 
Hill and the Home will forgive me, 
and that the great triumvirate having at 
length compleated 2i glorious and perma- 
nent peace, may in learned eafe^ under 
the fliade of their own oliv€^ foon enjoy 
the full fweets of their own philofophy •, 
for as Candide obferves, eela eft bien dit^ 
mais ilfaut cuUiver notre jardin. In your 
fofter, more envied hours of retirement, 
1 mihyoUy my lord, the moft exquifite 
pleafures under the (hade of the Cyprian 
myrtle. Your patriot moments will be 
paffed under the fhade of th^ Scot tijh fir, 

I will no longer intrude on your lord- 
(hip. The Cocoa Tree zndyour country - 
men may be impatient to fettle with you 
the army and the finances of this king- 
-<iom. Ihave only to add my congratu- 
lations on the peculiar/^w^ you have ac- 
L 3 quired 



< quired, fo adequate to the wondtrful * 
afts of your adminiftration. You are in 
full poffeflion of that fame at the head 
. of Tories and Scotfmen ; but alas ! my 
.lord, the hiftory of mankind ftiews how 
fantaftic as well as tranfitory is fame. 
What an excellent moral of humility . 
are we taught by this ? It is mortifying . 
to refleft that the meaneji have, their day^ . 
as well as the moft eminent and il- 
Juftrious. Although Mr. Pitt f is ftill 

f Of all political adventurers Mr. Put has been the moft 
cfuccefsful^ according to the venal ideas of modern ftatefmea. 
Pulteney fold the people only for a barren title. The mcf- 
rcenary P/Vf difpofed of his popularity like an exchange-broker, 
Bcfides the fame title with the other apoftate, Pitt fecured 
from tile Crown a \zx%z family penJioTiy and the lucrative^w- 
cure of the Privy Seal, which he held for a few year^. His 
* retreat into the Houfe of Lords was a political demife. He 
faj/'ed away, but is not yet quite forgotten. His treachery 
to the caufe of the people ftilL loads his memorywith curfes. 

He r^ifed himfelf to the greateft offices of the ftate by the 
,rare talent of conamand in a popular aiTembly. He was indeed 
born an orator, and from nature podeifed every outward requifite 
. to befpeak refpedt and even awe. A manly figure^ with the 
. eagle-face of the famous Conde, fixed your atttcntion, and al- 
:xnoft command^ reverence, the moment he appeared, aitd 
vthe keen lightcnings of his eye fpoke the haughty, fiery fou|, 
iJbefgre.his lipi had pronouAced a fyUable« His tongite droned 
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venom. There was a kind of fafcination in his look, when he 
eyed any ant askance. Nothing could withftand the force of 
that contagion. The fluent Murray has faultered, and even 
Fox ihrunk back appalled from an st/ivaitxs fraught with fire 
unquenchable^ if I may borrow the exprcflion of our great 

^Milton, He always cuhivat^ tiie arr of fpeaktng with 
the mod intenfe care and application. He has paiied his 
life in ^e culling of wonta,. th4 actangement of phrafcf, 
and choice of metaphors, yet his theatrical manner did 

*^inore than all, for his fpeeches couW not be read. There 
was neither found reafoning, nor accuracy of exprcflion, 
in them. He haA not the power of? argMiHent, nor tha 

- corre^efs of language^ fo fbiking in the grfiat Roman . 
orator, but he had the verba arJefttia, the bold, glowing 

'words. This merit was coniine<i to bis fpeeches $ for his 

' writings were always coW, lifelfcft, and incorreft, totally void 

' of elegance and energy, fometimes eV'in offending againft the 

: phi neft rules 'of conftruftion. In ths purfuit of eloqusucc 
he was indefatigable. He dedicated all his powers and facul- 
ties, and he facrtficed every pleafure of fecial life,' even in 
youth, to the fingle point of ulking weU, 

Multa tulit f^itque puer j fudavit et alfit j 
jJhfitnuit venere et viho, 

"^0 a greater degree than almofl any man of this age. 

He ack-nowlfidged, that when he was young, he ahvays 

-csfflw^latc into company, and Ifeft it early. He atTeded at 
firft a fbvereigp contempt of money, and when he was Pay- 

'inafter, made a parade of two or three very public a£ls of dif- 
intereflednefs. "When he had efFe£lually duped, his credulous ' 
friends, as well as a timid miniftry, and obtained enormous 
legacies, penfions, and fine-cure places, the mafk dropped off", 

-Private intercft afterwards appeared to be the only idol to 
L 4 ^which 
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m^n ; he too will experience that ; 

The greatefl can but blaze and pafs away J» 

I am, my Lord, 

With a 2eal and refpedl equal to your virtues. 
Your Lordfliip's 

Very humble Servant, 
March 15, 1763. 

vrhich he facrificed. The old duke of Newtaftle ufed to fay, 
that Mr. Pittas ta/ents ivould not have get him forty pounds a 
year in any country but this. 

At his entrance into Parliament, he attacked Sir Robert 
JVaipole with indecent acrimony, and continued the perfe- 
cution to the laft moment of that Minifter^s life. He afte»- 
ward& paid fervile and fulfome compliments to his memory, 
not from convi^ion, as appeared from many other particulars, 
but to get over a few JValpolians, He had no fixed principle, 
but that of his own advancement. He declared for and 
«gainfl continental conne£lions, for and againft German wars, 
for and againfl Hanoverian fubGdies, &c. &c. ilill preferving 
an unblufliingj unembarraffed countenance, and was die 
moil perfect contradiction of a man to himfelf which 
the world ever faw. If his fpeeches in parliament had been 
-faithfully pabliihedto the Englifh, foon after they were deli- 
vered, as thofe of Pemofthenes and Cicero were to the Greeks 
and Romans, he would have been very eady deleted, anil 
Utterly caft off by his countrymen. 

He is faid to be flill living at Hayes in Kent, 

;f And what nfatnef The meaneft have their day. 
The greatcii «an but blase, and pais away. PQri» 



Extraft of a Letter, fuppofed to have 
been written by Mr. Wilkes from Pa- 
ris, June 5, 1764. 

THE two nobie Swedi/h whigs^ 

of whom you were fo fond, did me the 
favour of dining here yefterday . I paffcd 
the day very happily, though not fo joy- 
oufly as that day twelvemonth, in themidft 
of my worthy conftituents atAylefbury, 
all of us in full chorus to the liber- 
ties of our country, and the virtues of 
(ftir fovereign -, yet after the late flagrant 
afts of defpotic power in the minifters, 
not forgetting either their wickednefs or 
their infolence. f Joly*s champaign was 
not neceflary to infpire the higheft good 
humour and gaiety on fo white, fo aufpi- 
cious a day as the fourth of June, The 
toaft confectated the wine, and gave it the 

f A wine-merchant at Pari^, 

trwc 
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ttruc flavour, although I could not hdp 
^lamenting my bard and unmerited lot of 
being forced to give fuch a toaft out oi 
my own dear country, and in a land where 
the ftandard of likertj is not yet ereft- 
ed. With Mifs Wilkes*9 help we made 
outtolcrably well, GODSAVE GREAT 
GEORGE, OUR KINGj and as the 
duke of Nivcrnois fays in one of his 
letters. Nous avorts toafte &? ^ante fort 
^gaiement^ £5? enfin nous avons Ui quatre bon- 
nes heures a table. As I am an univerfal 
■whigj I could not avoid giving an addi- 
tional ftanza, the poetry of which I en- 
■^deavoured to bring down as low as the 
reft of the fong, and I beliew I foc- 
ceeded. The thought was good, that the 
vname of BRUNSWICK may ever be as 
.propitious to the libesties of mankind' as 
^that of NASSAU, and that our gracious 
fovereign, through a long and glorious 
qreign, equally feared abroad and beloved at 

hom^ 
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"homey may approve himfelf as ftcady u 
patron of the rights of Engliflimen as 
his grandfather was. On. the whole, it 
proved the moft agreeable day I have 
pafled fince a few of us in April kept 
the anniverfary of the viftory at CUL- 
J^ODEN, which -a good many other^s 
feem to have a memorandum to forget ^ or 
• arleaftto negleft very fhamefully. 

Lord Hertford gzyt yefterday a grand . 
dinner to all the EngVtfh here, exceft one^ 
and to the true Irijh whigs ; nor, like a 
good courtier, did he omit the new con- 
verts, the Scots. He did not however ob- * 
ferve the diftindlion ivhich is fo much in 
.fafhion on your fide the water, for the 
friends of the Hanover family were re- 
ceived at leaft as well as their known 
enemies. My lot is particular and droll 
enough. I am the (in^t Englifliman not 
invited by the Ambaflador of my coun- 
itry, on the only day Ican^t Paris fhew 

jny 
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my attachment to ourfovereign,asif I was 
difafFefted to the prefent eftablifhment, 
and yet I am frequently and grofsly 
abufed by a ridiculous fellow at Bcuillo7iy 
bccaufe I am known to hate the other fa- 
mily, and his matter, the duke^ marri- 
ed the fifter of the Pretender's wife, a 
princefs of Poland, of the houfe of So- 
bieflci. This fcribler is one Rcujfeau, who 
by a wretched journal does all he can 
twice a month to degrade a name made il- 
luftrious by one of the beft French poets, 
and by the great philofopher, though 
in thefe times no longer the citizen, of 
Geneva. He lays at ray door the North 
Britons againft the Stuarts, and their dear 
friends in the north of our ifland. 

You may believe me, when I affbre 
you, it was not the fiighteft mortifica- 
tion to me, that I did not receive an in- 
vitation to the Hotel de Brancas. When 
I was afked, how it could happen that fo 

fiaunch 
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flaunch a JVhig as Mr. Wilkes was not in- 
vited on the 4th of Jtine^ I laughed like 
the old Roman, Ihadratheryou Jliould ajk 
why I was NOT fhan why I WASinviled ; 
perhaps it fhould have been alked, why 
feme others ^t'^r<? invited. The lift of the 
company, of xhtMacs 2LndSazvneySy NOT 
in the French fervice, would divert you. 
I wifli fome of our neighbours from the 
other fide of the Tweed may not keep 
the f twenty -firji with more real devotion 
than they did the fourth. With refpe£fc 
to external rites they were exemplary here, 
as all new converts are-, and 1 believe 
you find them in England good dccaji- 
onal conformijlsy though I fhall ever ima- 
gine that itdepends on contingencies how 
long they will continue fo. To fay the 
truth, I paffed the day much more to my 
fatisfaftion than I fhould havedone in afet 

t The Pretender's birth-day. 

of 
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of mixed or fufpicious company, a ful- 
iinne dull dinner, two hours of mighty 
grave converfation, to be purchafed in 
all civility by fix more of Pharoah, 
which I deteft, as well as every other 
kind of gaming. As to the Ambaflador, 
I.havenevcr had the lead connexion with 
him, nor indeed do I now wilh it •, as 
little too at this time with his f SeottijTi 
Secretary, or at any time with Jiis J Scot- 
tifli chaplain. 

An Ambaflador generally owes his 
very nomination to minifterial influence, 
. and is almoft of courfe (§ though this does 
not extend through his family) under the 
direction of the minifters, or perhaps 
as to the prefentcafe, in all propriety we 

t ^^r. David Hume. 
X Mr. James Trail, now bifhop of Down and : 
Connor. 

§ General Conway, the brother of lord Hert- 
fordy was thenia tlie oppofition. 

ought: 
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ought to fay, o( the mnifter^ who, hehindl 
andbetween the curt^ins^ (till governs our 
ifland. I have s^ver been prefented at 
court, becaufe an Ei^Ufliman ibould be 
prefented by the Englifh Ambaflador;. 
and I will not afk.any favour of Lord 
Hertford, in the.prefent ftate of public 
affairs; although, as a private nobleman, 
I fliopld be ambitious to merit, andmoft. 
fortunate to obtain, his friendfhip, as. 
well as lordBeauchamp's, from their real, 
fterling fenfe, great intrinfic worth, and 
what fets off the whole, their ingenuous^ 
amiable manners f. I have the protection 
of the laws, which I never offend, and I 
am at Paris like any other foreigner, who . 
has no favour to alk, nor need feek any- 
particular protection or fecurity. The 
eloge, which the nobleft of poets J gives 
me, that I neither 

Court the/mile^ nor dread thi fro<wn of kings ^ 

t This la& circumHaiice {eems to give an air of 
irony to the whole. 

tChurchilL 

is 
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is as exaft truth here as you know it to 
have been while I was at home. The fmall 
circle in which I now walk, will however 
bear teftimony to the juft tribute of gra- 
titude I pay to the humane virtues of a 
prince, under whofe mild and gentle 
government I meet with that protec- 
tion, which an innocent man had a right 
to expeft, but could not find in his own 
country, under his own fovereign. Yet 
let me do juftice, and carry my com- 
plaints to the foirrce from whence they 
fpring, to the bafe contrivances of mi- 
nifters, exceedingly wicked and corrupt, 
and befides (lung to the quick, who had 
obtained a mod unhappy afcendencyover 
the mind of their Prince, and to fecure 
themfelves,had endeavoured to make their 
moft odious meafures pafs for the mea- 
fures of their matter, that the enormous 
load of their guilt might be thrown from 
thcmfelvesuponhim-, a praSice not new, 

but 
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Uut of which every rQign of the Stuarts 
furniflaes examples, 

I hope ioon to fend you part of a 
work, qupd el hunc in annum vivat et 
^ns. It opens with the general idea of 
ftolifcical liberty; then proceeds to e:s(:- 
amine the fentinaems pf the European na- 
tions on this head» ^s diftingyilhed from 
the aimoft univerfal grofs defpotifm of 
the reft of the world. The third part is a 
cwticifm on the various governnrcnts of 
Europe. The fourth and laft, is entirely 
on the Englilh conftitu-tion, the various 
changes it has undergone, the improve- 
ments made in it by the glorious i?^w///- 
tion^ and the no lefs happy than timely 
acceffion of thehoufe of Brunfwick. There 
are a few hints of fome remedies to 
the defefts ftill fubfifting in this no- 
ble, and, if ^y prayer^ are heard, this 
eternal fabric. A hvgc j4ppendix contains, 
I hope, a full juftification of my conduft 

Vol. I. M upon 



•• 



[ 178 ] 

upon conftitutional grounds. A variety 
of charafters are drawn from the life, 
which, if I miftake not, will entertain 
you. They are certainly curious and 
genuine, and I believe not Jkeletons^ 
though I hope the originals will be fo 
before the book is publifhed. 

I am tolerably vvell in health, and my 
fpirits are not funk. I bear up ftill with 
courage •, but ilium hanfi dolor em vel acer- 
hijfimum in vitd^ abjlrahi efinu gremioqtie 
patriae. Adieu. 
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A Letter to the worthy Eleftors of the 
Borough of Aylefbury, in the County 

of Bucks. 

Vox Populiy 'VOX Deiy ought to be underftood of 
the uiiiverfal bent and current of a People, not of 
• the bare Majority of a few Rsprefentatives i 
which is often procured by little arts, and great 
induftry and application ; wherein thofe who en- 
gage in the purfuits of Malice and Rc^venge, are 
much more fedulous than fuch as would prevent 
them. 

I have been often amazed at the rude, paflionate, 
and miltaken refults, which have at certain times 
fallen from great afTemblies, both antient and mo- 
<lern, and of other countries as well as our own. 
This gave me the opinion I mentioned a while 
ago, that publick Conventions are liable to all 
the infirmities, follies, and vices of private men— - 
therefore when we fomctimes meet a /etv ivords 
put together, which is called thfe Fate or Re/olution 
of an Ailembly, and which we cannot poflibly re- 
concile to prudence or publick good, it is moil 
charitable to conjedlure that fuch a Vote has been 
conceived, and born, and bred in a private brain, 
afterwards raifed and fupported by an obfequioug 
party, and then with ufual niethods confirmed by 
an artificial Majority. 

Swift. Conujls and DiJ/cnthns. iu Athene 
and Rome, 
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Pattsi 0£^'. 2f, 1764. 
Gentlemtent, 
OpH E very Tionourablc, vititoimolis, 
and repeated matks of eftecm you 
conferred on me, by committing to* my 
truft your liberty, fafety, property, and 
aid thofe glorious privileges, which arc 
your birth-right as Engliflimen*, entitle 
you fo my warmeft thanks, and to tfie 
higheft tribute of grattitude my h^art can 
pay. Yet iti the peculiar circufnftances 
of my cafe, I think that I 0ught not at 
prefent to reft contented with thanking 
you. I have dways found a true plea- 
fure in fubmitting to you my parlia- 
mentary conduft. It is now more par- 
ticularly my duty, arid when I refledl on 
the real importance and interefting na- 
ture of thofe great events, in which, as 
your reprefcntative, I have been more 
immediately concerned, I am exceed- 
ingly anxious not barely to juftify my- 
felf, byt to obtain the fandtion of your 

approbation. 
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approbation. It has ever been my amr 
bition to approve nxyfelf worthy of the 
choice you have inqre thap qnce made 
of me as your deputy .to, the gre^t coun- 
cil of the nation, with an .unanimity 
equally. honourable and endearing. 3'he 
confcioufnefs of h^vjng faidifiiUy dif- 
charged my truft, of hawing aded ^n 
upright and fteady pi^rt in Parliament, 
as well as in the mod: arduous circum- 
ftances, makes me dare to hope, th^t 
you s^ill coi^tinpe P,me whftj rno(t y^- 
luc, .the gopd, opinion and friendfl^ip.qf 
my wortjiy conjlituent^. Having the 
happinefs of being born in a country, 
wKere the name q£ v^Jfal is unknown, 
where Magna Charta is the inherit- 
ance of the fubjeft, I, have er?deAvpur^d 
to fupport and r^erit thofe. privileges, to 
which my .bir^h gave me .the clearefl 
right. Secure as I am \of fully juftifying 
my Gondujft, could I perfuade myfelf 
•tii^t I ha,ve aded up to the.fecred ide^s 
M 3 of 
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of liberty, which warm the hearts, am! 
infpire the aftions of my countrymen, I 
fhould not, under all the variety of the 
moft unjuft and cruel perfecutions, be 
quite unhappy. 

The various charges brought againft 
me may be reduced to two heads. The 
one is of a public, the other of a prr- 
vate nature. The firft is grounded on 
the political paper of the North Britcn^ 
No. 45 ; the other refpects a fmall part 
of a ludicrous poem, which was' ftolen 
out of my hcufe. The two accufations 
are only fo far connefted, that I am 

• convinced thtre is not a man in England, 

• wl)0 believes that if the j?r/? had not ap- 
peared, ih^ fee end would ever have been 
called in qucftion. 

The hjojority in tlic Iictife of Commons " 
on the 15th of ' November 1763, Re- 
folved, '' That the Paper, intituled, T/ie 
" North Briton^ No. 45, is ^falfe^fcan- 
*' dahus^ and feditious LibeU containing 

*' expreflion^ 
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•* expreffions of the moft unexampled 
" infolence and contumely towards his 
*' Majqfty, the grofleft afperfions upon 
*' both Houfes ^of Parliament, and the 
*' moft audacious defiance of the autho- 
*' rity of the whole Legiflature, and 
*' moft manifeftly tending to alienate 
*' the afFedions of the People from his 
'* Majcfty, to withdraw them from thqir 
*' obedience to the laws of the realm, 
" and to excite them to traiterous infur- 
" rcftions againft his^Majcfty*s govern- 
" vernment." Thefe are the words of 
the Refolution. ^ I mean to examine them 
with fome accuracy. 

• The firft charge is, that The North 
Brit on J No. 45, is a false Lib4* The 
Refohition was moved by Lcrd North \ 
yet in a tedious fpeech he did not at- 
tempt to difpute the veracity of any one 
paragraph in the whole paper. I was in 
my place during that debate, ,and I took 
■ notice to the Houfe, that his lordiliip 
: ' - M 4 hai 
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had not faid a word to prove xk^fM/ity 
of any one fewtwjcc ; Init I could ol>- 
tarn no fatisfadion, nrot even a wpjy, on 
that liead. On my trial befone lopd 
Mansfield, the word falft vit& omitted 
in the information^ beca?i<fe I fuppofe 
the Court of King^s Bench knew that I 
would (prove pubHckly on oath in ihtit 
Court by the higheft authorities, that 
every word in it was true. The, word 
falfe is not to be found among the va- 
rious epithets applied to this Paper, -in 
either of the warrants iffued by lord Ha- 
lifax. I am bold to dqplare, upon .the 
moft careful perufal of this Paper, that 
there is not any one particular advanced, 
which ^ not founded on fa6t, and that 
every line in it is ftridbly and fcrupt^- 
loufly conformable to truth. I will not 
compliment the prefent profligate M^- 
jority in the Houfe of Commons fo far as 
to fay, they were fo well informed, tthat 
they knew the exa£t truth of evtry^- 

fertioav 



fertion in that P^per. One particular 
however xiame within their knowledge, 
the meaos by which it is hinted that the 

ENTULE APPROBATION *0F PaRLIAM^NT^ 

jcYcn af the ^Preliminaty, Articles of the 
iate iriglorious Peac^, was .obtained, and 
♦the ,previous ftep to the obtaining that 
ENTORfi APPJtOBATjQj^, the laige debt 
contraded Jan the CmilLjft. J hey 4c new 
this aflferiian w:as extneraely */r^^, and I 
am as ready to own tliat it was ex- 
tUBmely fcandalaui. 

The Jfecond charge oS fcandalaus muft 

■then bcadjoniued in its full extent, ftill 

.keeping in .our view that it is true. But 

*to whom is rx fcanddaus ? To the JVfe- 

jcrity^ who have :facrifiQed the interefts 

of the nation, by .giving the entire 

APPROBATION OP JPaRXI A M£NT, ofwhich 

ib much parade is made in the Speech^ 

to .an ^£t, .which .ought to have been 

foUovyed hy an impeachment — To the 

\Mi«ifte?, who .nude .the iate lignomi- 

. nious 
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nious Peace^ and in the very firft year of 
it impofed on us an intolerable Excife — 
To the worft of vipers in our bbfom, to 
the Tcriesy who have never failed to fup- 
port his unconftitutional meafures, who 
have made us almoft forget the infamy 
of their anceftors at Utrecht^ by the 
greater facrifices of the Peace of Paris. 
Thefe are the objefts of fatii^ in a Paper, 
which deferved indeed the higheft refent- 
ment of the Majority^ becaufe it had 
proclaimed their difgrace, their /carnal^ 
through all Europe. It was very na- 
tural for thefe men no longer to fufFer 
the fuppfed author to fit among them, 
and I fliould have gloried in my ^;vp«/- 
fion^ \i it had not diflblved a political 
connexion with my friends at Aylefbury, 
which did me real honour. 

Another charge is, " That the Paper 
" is a feditious libel, tending to with- 
" draw the People from their obedience 
** to the laws of the realm, and tto ex- 

" cite 
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" cite them to traiterous infurreftions 
*^ ag^fnft his Majefty's government.'* 
By the firft warrant, under which I was 
apprehended, The North Briton^ No. 45, 
was denominated a treafonahle Paper. In 
the fecond, by which I was committed 
to the Tower, that word too was omit- 
ted ; fo that the greateft enemies of this. 
Paper feem to give up it's being either 
falfe or treafonahle. Now the charge is 
varied by the Majority in the Houfe of 
Commons^ with all the little quibbling of 
attornies. The Papei* is not treason- 
able, hut it tej'Js to excite TRAiTEis^sOvs 
' infurreSlions. It is remarkable that the 
•epithet traiterous is here given to />- 
furre5fion^ as th^fuppofed confequence of 
VL fuppofea\\b^\ -, whereas the Scots, who. 
appeared in open rebellion fo lately as 
1 745, were in the weekly writings againfl: 
the North Briton^ publifhed under the 
patronage of tht. Sccttijh Minifter, and 
paid for by him out of the public treafure^ 

only 
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only t^rined hfurgents^ who defeated re- 
gular forces. Yet in fadb no infu/reSion 
jif any kind ever did, or could, follow 
irom this .publication, even in thofe 
;parts of th^ kingdom fo lately fubjedlcd 
Xo ftU the infolence and cruelty of the 
-moft dcfpicable of our fpecies, the mean, 
petty Excifeman. This is the ftrongeft 
cafe which can poflibly be put. The Ex- 
cise is the moft abhorred monfter, which 
ever iprung from arbitrary .power, wd 
,the new mode of it is fpoken of through 
this Paper as the greateft grievgi\ce ofi 
the fubjedt •, yet even in ,this cc^fe^ obe- 
dience .to the /tfw/, and all lawful oHthQ'- 
frity^ is ftridly enjoined, and no oppofi- 
tion, but what is confiftent with the 
rlaws and the conjlitution^ W allowed. 
3 he words are very temperate, cautiouis, 
And well guarded. *^ Every legal atftmpt 
♦* of a. contrary tendency to the fpirit pf 
^* qoncord will be deemed a ji^ftifiable 

**:rcfiftanQc, 
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•* refiftince, warranted by the ^vek of 
" the Englifli conftittitron.'* fe this 
withdrawing the peopte from their 
- obedience to the laws of the tcdAm ? 
Is rejiftance recommended, btrt e^prefsljr 
only fo far as it is ftri£tly legal ? Let 
the impartial public determine whether 
this is the language df sedition, or 
c*^ have the le^ft tendency xo excice 
TR AiTERous ififurreBims^ or whether tbc 
Houfe of Commons have not made a 
Jdlfe and gfoundlefs charge. 

The general charge, that Tht North 
BritGH^ No. 45, is a libel, fcarcely de- 
ferves an artfwer, becaufe the term is 
vague, and ftiU remains undefined by our 
law. Every man applies it to what he 
diflikes. A fpirited yi//>^ will he deemed 
a Ubel^ by a wicked Minifter, and by a 
corrupt judge, who feel, or who dread 
the lalh. In my opinion the rankeft libel 
of modern times is ihn^falfe andfuifome 

Addrefs 
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Addrefs of the Majority in this Houfe of 
Commons on tht Preliminary Articles. They 
faid that they had confidered them with 
their beft attention^ they expreiTcd the 
Jlrongejl fentiments of gratitude^ they gave 
their hearty applattfc^ they declared the 
Peace would be no Icfs honourable than pro- 
fitable^ fol'uU and^ in all human probabi- 
lity^ pcrniancnt. Were the Houfe of Com- 
mom ferious in this Addrefs^ which was 
drawn up and prefented, even before any 
one of the grofs blunders in the Prelimi- 
naries had been amended ? If they were, 
the body of the people judged better, 
and did not hefitate to give their clear 
opinion, that the glories of the war were 
facrificed by znindequate and infecureP^ace^ 
which could notfail of foon retrieving the 
2i^2^\v^Qi France. Time has already proved 
that the nation judged right, and that 
the Peace is in almoft every part infamous 
and rotten^ contrary to the vain boaft in 

the 
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the* Mnifler^s Speech at the f beginning of 
the fame feflion, " The uttnoft care has 
*' been taken to remove all occafions of 
** future difputes between my fubjedts 
*' and thofe of France and Spain^ and 
" thereby to add fecurity and perma- 
" nency to the bleflings of Peace.^* A 
declaration not believed by the nation at 
the time it was made, and fince, from a 

• This cxpreilion. M^ Minijier*s Speech, ihould always be 
ufed, both from pro^ety and decency. From propriety, be- 
caufe the NUnifier compofes it, and therefore it is ftriftly his 
fpeech. From decency, bccaufe when it becomes ncceflary to 
guard the people againil any deceit or falfehood, which a 
wicked Adminiftration chufc to ufe the King's tongue to 
broach, the King's printer tojiiblifli, the King's name to 
jullify, by this precaution the public odium recoils on the 
Miftifier, and no blame, nor ridicule, dire€lly reach the facred 
perfon of the Sovereign . 

The fneer in Pope is really indecent. The good bi/hop, 
who publifhed the hte edition of his works, ought in the 
mild limbo of his commentary, to have foftened the feverity of 
the following paffage. 

What Speech cfteem you moft ? '< The King*s,** faid I. 
But the beft ^vords f — ** O Sir, the Diaionary,'' 

Pope. Warburton's Edition, vol. iv. p. 275. 

-f- Ori the 25th of November 1762. The affair of Dun- 
kirk, the Canada Bills, the Manilla Ranjom, &c, were un- 
fettled at the end of Ma.^yS^, 

variety 
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dfi' tnrth. The NirtH Briim did nerc 
Arffer the peibKc to bar niiksd* He ac- 
ftnotilleged no p^miqed^vtimk isfjkdkcj. 
He ceniyere^ the AM^ efthe^prafs as the 
butwatk ef all am Kbescics^ asr isftannted 
to open tht «yes oi «fac people,, amrf. he 
feerm t» have thougilt ic the duty of a 
poirtical writer «> follow trutk whcFen^ 
it leads* In his behalf I would afk even 
Lord Mamjkli^ can TRu^fe be a i.iJi£j[^ ? 
Is it fo in the King^s Bench? Tlhough it 
has always found a cold ami wfwwfcomc 
reception from his lord(bip, though it 
has through life proved much more his 
enemy than his friend, yet furely he has 
not been ufed to treat it as a liieL I do 
not know what the doftrine of the King^s 
Bench NOW is, but I am fure that it will 
be a latisfaftory anfwer to the honeft part 
of mankind, who follow the diftates of 
found fenfe, not the jtrgon of law, nor 

the 
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the court flattery of venal Parliaments^ 
that the North BfUcriy No. 45, cannot 
be a LIBEL, becaufe it does not in any 
one line deviate from truth. 

This unlucky paper is likewife (aid 
to contain " expreflions of the mod un* 
*' cxampled infolence and contumely to- 
" wards his Majefty, moft manifeftly 
*' tending to alienate the affeftion$ of the 
" People from his Majefty^" and by the 
hirelings of the Miniftry it is always in 
private charged with p^fonal difreipeft 
to the King. It is however moft certain 
that ,not a fingle word perfonally dif- 
refpeftful to his Majefty is to be found 
in any part of it. On the contrary, the 
Sovereign is mentioned not only in terms 
of decency, but with that regard and 
reverence, which is due from a good 
fubjedt to a good King — " A Prince of 
" fo many great and amiable qualities, 
" whom Engl^m truly revcres-^The 
** perfonal charader of our prcfeht ami- 

VoL. I. N . « able 
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" ab!c Sovereign makes us cafy and 
** happy that fo great a power is lodged 
" in fuch hands.*' Are thefe the " ex- 
** preffions of the moft unexampled in- 
^* folence and contumely towards his 
•* Majefty/' which the Majority in this 
Houfc of Commons have declared that 
it contains ? Are thefe " expreffions moft. 
♦* manifefUy tending to alienate the af- 
" feftions of the People from his Ma* 
" jefty ?'* The Majority^ who could 
vote this, feem equally faperior to any 
regard for truth, or modcft fear of de- 
tedion. The author of that Paper, fa 
• far from making any perfonal attack oa 
bis fovereign, has even vindicated him 
ferfonally from fome of the late meafurcs> 
which were fo fevcrely cenfured by th© 
judicious and unbiaffed Public. He ex- 
claims, with an honeft indignation, 
^ what a fhame was it to fee the fecurity. 
** pf this country, in point of military, 
" force^ complimented away, contrary . 
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'•^ to tHE OPINION OF RoYALTY ITSELFv 

** and facrificed to the prejudices and to 
** the ignorance of a fct of people, the 
*' moft unfit from every confideration 
" to be confulted on a matter relative 
" to the fecurity of the Houfe of Ha- 
" novtr ?" When the fpeech is men- 
tioned, when the various abfurdities, and 
tvcn fallacies of it, are held out to the 
nation, it is always called, in the Ian- 
guage of Parliament and of the confti- 
tution, the Minijier's fpeech ; and the 
author declares, that he doubts, ** whe- 
" ther the impofition is greater on the 
** fovercign or on the nation -," fo tender 
has he been of the honour of his Prince> 
fo zealous in his vindication. The Mi- 
nifter is indeed every where treated with 
the contempt and indignation he has me- 
rited, but he is ever carefully diftin- 
guifhed from the Sovereign. Every 
kingdom in the world has in it's turn 
found occafion to lament that princes of 
N 2 the 
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the bcft intentions have been deceived 
and mifled by wicked and defigning Aff- 
ntfiers and Favourites. It has likewife in 
mod countries been the fate of the few 
daring patriots, who have honeftly en- 
deavoured to undeceive their Sovereign, 
to feel the hcavieft marks of his dif- 
pleafure. It is however I think rather 
wonderful among us^ even in ikefe times^^ 
that a Paper, which contains the moft 
dutiful expreffions of regard to his Ma- 
jefty, fliould be treated with fuch un- 
ufual fe verity, and yet that fo many, 
other publications of the fame date, full 
of the moft deadly venom, Ihould pafs 
totally unregarded. Some of thefe pa- 
pers contained the moft opprobrious re- 
fleftions on that true patron of liberty, 
the late King^ whofe memory is embalmed 
with the tears of EnglTfhmen, While his 
afhes are rudely trampled upon bydthers, 
whom his godlike attribute i^f mercy 
had pardoned the crime' of unproVdked 

rebellion. 
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rebellion. Others were full of the moft 
indecent abufe on our great Protcftant 
ally, the King of Pruffia, on the near 
relation of his prefent Majefty, who has 
merited fo highly of the nation by fixing 
the crown in the Houfe of Hanover, on 
the Hauncheft friends of freedom, the 
City of London, and on the firft cha- 
rafters among us. Yet all thefe papers 
have paffed uncenfured by Minifters, Se- 
cretaries, and by the two Houfes of Par- 
liament. 

There only remains one other chaise, 
that the North Briton^ No. 45, contains 
*^ the grolTeft afperfions upon both 
" Houfes of Parliament, and the moft 
" audacious defiance pf the authority of 
'^ the whole Ixgiflaturc." It is to be 
lamented that the Majority of either 
Houfe of Parliament Ihould ever lay the 
juft ground of any afptrfton^ or fall into 
general contempt with the people. We 
have ten their aftions, and we know the 
N 3 mercenarv 
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mercenary motives of them . Vv hen the 
Srojfeft afperftons are complained of, the 
qtieftion is, Have they been merited ? Are 
tkey well founded? It is in vain they talk 
of their authority. It is departed from 
them. Authority^ which is founded on 
efteem and reverence, and is the conftant 
attendant only of thofe who are believed 
to be good and virtuous, has long ago 
left them ; but I muft own their power 
ftill remains. We have feen to what un- 
juftifiable lengths it has been carried; 
and a man who is rafli enough to make 
an impotent and unavailing attack upon . 
it, will foon find himfelf the unpitied 
victim. All thinking men arc full of ' 
apprehenfions at the approach of their 
meeting, and the nation impatiently cx- 
pe6ls the allotted term of refuming a 
power they have fo fhamefuUy abufed, 
by fetting afide thofe, who have made the 
nobleft blood of our heroes be fpilt al- 
moft ia vain. Under the arbitrary: 

Stuarts^ 
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Stuarts^ when our more than Roman Si^ 
. nates dared to bring truth to the foot of 
the throne,andmade the trembling tjrfarit 
obey her facred voice, the nation was in 
love with Parliaments, becaule they were 
the fteady friends of liberty, and never 
met but in favour of the fubjeft to fedrefe 
the grievances of the people. Now wfe 
are alarmed at every approaching j^^;/, 
becaufe we know that a corrupt Majority 
only affemble to make their own terms 
with the minifter, toload their fel^ow-fub- 
jefts with the moft partial taxes, in order 
to pay the amazing number of ufelefs 
places and peiilions, created only to pre- 
vent their mutiny ordefeition^ or tofurren- 
der to the crown ihoic privileges of Parlia- 
ment, coeval with the conftitution, which 
were at length acknowlcged to be a juft 
claim, and extorted from the ufurpationof 
former prerogative princes for the fafety of 
the people, and I fear they meet to forge 
fetjters for themfelves and their pofterity. 
N 4 I have 
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I have thus, gentlemen, gone througli 
all the objedions madeagainft this paper, 
which ia certainly innocen^ perhaps me- 
ritorious, only to fhew the extreme in- 
juftice of the treatment I experienced, as 
tkt/uppo/ed author. The moft cruel or- 
ders were given by the deccafed fecretary 
jof ftate, to. drag me out of my bed at mid- 
night. A good deal of humanity, and 
fome ihare of timidity,' prevented the 
execution of fuch ruffian-like com- 
mands^ I was .made a prifoner in my 
x)wn houfe by feveral of the King's mef- 
fengers, who only produced a General 
Warrant iffued without oath, neither 
naming, nor defcribing. me. I there- 
fore refufed to obey a warrant, which 1 
knew to be illegal. I was however by 
violence carried before the EarlsofEgre- 
mont and Halifax,, who thought it worth 
their while to afk me a tolerable number, 
of plain queftions, to not one of which 
I thought it worth my while to give a 

fore 
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plain anfwer. It is now no fmall fatil^ 
faftion to me to know, that I have not a 
friend in the world, who wifhes a finglc 
word unfaid by m^in the critical moment 
of that examination. I informed their 
lordfliips of the orders aftually given by 
the Court of Common Pleas for my Habeas 
Corpus \ notwithftanding which I was 
committed to the Tower, thecuftodyof 
me Ihifted into other, hands, and that a6k 
for the liberty of vtbe fubjedt eluded. 
Although the offcnceof whichlftood ac- 
cufed, was undoubtedly bailable^ yet f« 
tiiree days every perfon was refufcd ad- 
mittance to me, and the f governor was 
obliged to treat me in a manner very dif- 
ferent from the great humanity of his na.- 
ture, for he had received orders to con* 
fider me. as a clofe prifoner. I rejoice that 
I can fay, I am the only inftance of fuch ri- 
gorous treatment fince the acceflion of the 
mild Houfe of Brunfwick, although the* 

t Major Rainsford. 
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Tower has twice been crbuded even witlv 
rebels from the northern parts of the 
Ifland ; and therefore I fhall continue ta 
regret the wretched and cowardly policy^ 
the indecent partiality, and even in- 
juftice, of conferring on Scotfmen all 
the governments of the few conquefts 
not tamely given up by the Scottish 
Mimftery conqUefts won by the valour 
of the united forces of England, Scotland 
and Ireland. While I fuffcred this harfli 
confinement, my houfe in Great George 
Street was plundered, all my papers were 
feized, and fome of a very J nice and dc- 

J Whatever is held moft dear or facred was violated by 
men dcftitute of every good principle^ and fpurning at all tics 
of private confcience, as well as of public decorum. An in* 
difcreet letter of the handfomc and lively wife of a Member 
of Parliament in the oppofition was found in Mr. Wilkes's 
pocket-book. The original was fiiewn even to fome relations 
of thehuiband, and the peace of two families facrificed at the 
altar of minifterial revenge. A paper was found fealed up and 
endorfed, Mr, Wilkes's laft fTiII and Teftament, It was evi- 
dent this was a paper of the moft private nature ; yet the feal 
was not rcfpe£ledj and the facrednefs of fuch a deed could, not 
preferve bis moft iictct concerns from being divulged to the 
(ublic* 

Ucat-e 
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Ikate nature, not bearing thcmoft diftant 
relation to the affairs of government, were 
divulged, as if Adminiftration had been 
determined to (hew, that men, who had. 
violated public jujlice^ were incapable of 
private honour. 

Two days previous to my being heard 
before a court of juftice, I had the grief 
to find that my enemies had prevailed oa 
his Majefty to fhcw me a public mark of 
his difpleafure, by fuperfeding me as 
Colonel pf the Regiment of my own 
county, without any complaint againfl: ' 
me, which could not but give fuch a * 
ftep the very unconftitutional appearance 
of an endeavour to influence or intimidate' 
my judges. When I was brought before 
the court of Common PleaSy I pleaded the.: 
caufe of univerfal liberty. It was not the 
caufe of Peers and Gentlemen only, but 
of ^// the middling and inferior clafs of people^ 
^hichftand moft in need of proteSiion^ which 
I obferyed wa^ on that day the great 

queftioa 
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queftion before the court. I was dif- 
charged from imprifonmcnt by the una- 
nimous fcntence of my judges, without 
giving any bail or fecurity. On the firft 
day of the meeting of Parliament, I hum- 
bly fubmitted my grievances to the Haufe 
of Commons J as they were chofen to be the 
guardians of the liberties of the people 
againft the defpotifm of minilters. I 
likewife voluntarily entered my appear- 
ance to the anions brought at lawagainft 
me, as foon as I knew the determination # 
of the Majority^ that all the irregularities 
againfl: me ihould be juftified, and that 
no^rm/^^^fhould be allowed in my cafe^ 
even as to the :|; mode of proceeding, 
which was the moft harfh the rancour of 
party could devife. 

The firft charge exhibited againft mc 
was for being the author of the North 
Briton, No. 45, and I was expelled the 
If oufe of Commons on that charge, after 

% The fubp«raa^ &c. fcrvod on Mr. Wilkes. 

a loofe 
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■fi kofe examination at their bar of wit^ 
Jteffes without oath. The judicial pro- 
ceedings againft me, as the fuppofsi 
author^ were however dropped, and I 
was afterwards tried in the l^n^s Bench 
only for the republication of it. If the 
charge agaihfl: me as author was juft, 
and could be fupported on oathj why 
was I not tried at law on that charge ? 
If the charge wasunjiift, and could not 
be fupported on oath^ why was I expelled? 
If the republication is a crime, it was 
publickly committed by the printers of 
feveral news-papers, who ftill remain 
unnoticed, although their names appear 
to their feveml papers. This is furely a 
glaring proof of the greateft partiality. 
My perfonal enemy. Lord Mansfield^ chofc. 
to try both the caufes againft me, that 
he might in the moft daftarcHy manner, 
under the colour of law, avenge die 
attack made on thofe known political 

princi|iles 
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principles of his, fo inconfiftent with thr 
glorious Revolution^ on the rooted attach- 
ment of himfelf and his neareft relations 
to the Stuart family, on his partiality in 
the feat of juftice, &c, &c, which fecm 
to have been favourite topics in the 
North Britofiy and other political pa- 
pers, of which his Lordfhip did me 
the honour to name me as the au- 
thor. This had long rankled in his heart, 
and now the fairell opportunity of re- 
venge prefented itfelf. Having carefully 
ftudied the records^ and finding that they 
did not infure the certainty he wifhed of 
my conviftion, on the evening preced- 
ing the trials, hefent for my folicitor to 
HIS OWN HOUSE, and defired him to con- 
fent to the alterations his Lordfliip pro- 
pofed in both the caufes, that of the 
North BrttoUj No. 45, and of the EJ/ax 
en Woman. The Chief jujlice funk into 
the crafty attorney^ and made himfelf a 
party againft the perfon accufcd. before 

him 
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liim as judge, when he ought to have- 
,prefumed me innaunt. My foUcitor re- 
fufed, and againft his confent the records 
ivsre there materially altered by his Lord^ 
(hip's exprefs orders, fo that I was tried 
on two new charges, very different from 
thofe I had anfwcred. This is, I believe, 
the moll daring vblation of the rights of 
EngliJIimen^ which has been committtcd 
byanyjudgefinccthetimeof 7(^w; yet 
this arbitrary ScottiIhCA/>/'7«^zV^ftill re- 
mains unimpeached — except in the hearts 
of the whole nation. Several of the Jury 
v/ere by counter-noticeSjfigned5«;»/»^«/»^ 
Officer J prevented from attending on the 
day appointed for the trial, while others 
had not only private notice given them 
of the real day, but likewife inftruftibns 
for their behaviour. To crown the whole. 
Lord Mansfield in his charge tortured both 
the law and the fa£i fo grojly^ that the 
audience were Ihocked no lefs at the inde- 
cency than at thcpartialityof his conduft. 

I was 
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I was during all this time very dangeroufly 
ill with my daughter at Paris, abfolutely 
incapable of making any pcrfonal de- 
fence, and indeed totally ignorant of the 
two new queftions, on which I was to be 
tried. 

The Majority in the Houfe pf Com- 
mons had in this interval grown fo im- 
patient for revenge, that they wOuW not 
wait to fee, if I fhould be intangled in 
the nice meflies of the curious Mansfield 
net, which was fpread iov me. They 
voted my expuljion^ while I was confined 
to my bed at Paris, although I had fent to 
their Speaker the mioft authentic proof of 
my abfolute inability to attend their fum- 
mons, and had only defired aftiortdelay. 
Humanity pleaded my caufe in vain. The 
corrupt and cankered hearts of thofe men, 
which had been Ihut againft juftice, were 
not open to pity. They were fteeled againft 
compaffion, but I am fure they will feel 
rcmorfe. 

I now 
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t now pmcecd to ^he oth^ tJitrge: 
brought agaitifl: me^ which refpefts an» 
idle poem, called an EssaV on Woman^ 
-and a few other detached verfes* If fo- 
much had not been faid on this fubjcft,- 
I ihould be fuperior to entering upon any 
jiiftification of myfelf,becaufe 1 will always ^ 
inaintain the right of private opinion in^ 
it's fullett. extent, when it is not followed- 
by giving any open, public offence to any. 
eftabli(b.n)ent,^r indeed to any individual.^ 
The crime commences from thence^ and: 
the magiftratc has a right to interpofc,.- 
and even to punifli outrageous and inde-^ 
cent attacks on what any community has. 
decreed to be facred. Not only the rules, 
of good breeding, but the lawsof fodetf/ 
are then infringed. In my own clofet I, 
had a right to examine, and even to try by; 
the keen edge of ridicule, any opinions^ 
I pleafcd* If ;I have laughed pretty* 
freely at the glaring - abfurdities of the 
moft monftrous creedy yffhich was. ever^ 
. Vol. I. O attempted 
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' ^tdmpted to be impofed on the crcdulitjr 
of Chriftians, a erccd which our great 
Tillotfon WISHED THE Church OF Eng-- 
BAND WAS FAIRLY *iD OF, it WAS in pri- 
vate I laughed. I am not the firft good 
proteftant, who has amufed himfelf witb 
the egregious nonfenfe, and filly conceits,, 
of that ftrange, perplexed, and per- 
plexing mortal, thsit faint of more ad- 
mirable fwallow, and more happy di«- 
geftion than any of the tribe j J fhanajlusi 
I gave however no offence to any one 
individual of the community. The faft 
is, that after the affair of the North Briton^ 
thegovernmentbribed oneof my fervants- 
toy?^/a part of the EJfay onPFoman, and 
the other pieces, out of my houfe. Not- 
quiie a fourth part of the volume had- 
been printed at my own private prefs. 
The work had been difcontinued for^ 
fcveral months, before I had the leaft 
kmJwlcdge of the theft. Of \kiZX, fourth 
part oaiy twelve copies, were worked off,, 

and* 
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and I never gave one of thofe copies to 
any friend. In this infamous manner did 
government get poffeffion of this new 
fubjeft of accufation, and, except in the 
cafe of Algernon Sydney, of. this new 
fpecies of crime-, for a ^luart only could 
make the refinement in tyranny of run- 
facking and robbing the recefles of 
clofcts and ftudies, in order to cpn- 
vert private amufements into ft ate crimes^ 
After the fervant had been bribed to 
commit the theft in his matter's houfe, the 
moft abandoned J man of the age, who in 
xKis^virtiious reign had rifen tobcfccretary 
of ftate, was bribed to make a complaint 
to theHoufe of Lords, that 1 had ^z^^//yZ^i 

J The earl of Sandwich, of whom Churckill in the CatSf^ 
didate fays. 

Vice, bold, fubftantial vice, puts in her claim,* 
And ftamp* him perfetl in the book? o£ /harne* - 
Obferve his follies well, and you. would fwcar 
Folly had been his firft, his only care ; 
Obferve his vices, you'll: that oath difuwn. 
And fwear that he was born for vice alone. 
Search earth, fearch hell, the Devil cannot find 
An agent^ like Lothario, to Lis mind^ 

O 2 aa 
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kn infamous Poem^ which no man there 
had ever fecn. It was read before that 
great afltmbly of gram lords and fious 
jrelaieSy excellent judges of wit and poetry;, 
and was ordered to lie on the table, for 
the clerks of the Houfe to copy, and to 
fublifli through the nation. The whole 
of this proceeding was, I own, a public 
infult on order and decency ; but it was 
committed by the Houfe of Lords, ncrt 
"by the accufed member of the Houfe of 
Commons. The neat, prim, fmirking 
thaplain of that babe of grace, that^^ilf 
eheeldoi the prudifh iir^ of Scotland^ the 
Earlof Marchj was highly offended at 
my having made an {!jfay ^» woman. //A 
nature could not forgive me thzt* inefalk 
crime, and his own conduSl did not afford 
me the (hadow of an apology. . In great 
wrath he drew his grey goofe quill againft 
me. The pious peer caught the alarm^ 
and they both poured forth xnoft wpftd 

* The cxprdfion of ^t. KidgefU . - * 

lamentations. 
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lamentatioiMi thtif! tefider hearte over:* 
whelmed with griefs or as the jchaplainy 
who held the pen, faid, with grief of 
griefs. ^ He proceeded to make very un^ 
fair extraifb, and afterwards to be-noU 
them in the fouleft manner. . The mpft 
vile blafphemies were forged, . and puh* 
lilhed as part of a work, which in reality 
contained norfiing but fair ridicule on 
fome doftrines J could not believe, mock. 
pai?egyrick, flowing from mere envy^, 
which fickened at the fuperior parts and, 
abiliiies^ as well as wondrous deeds of a 
man I could not love, a few portrait! 
drawn from >yarm life, with the too high 
£olowring of a youthful fancy^ and two 
or threedefciiptions, perhaps toolufciQUs^ 
which though nature and womaft might 
pardon, a Kid gel] and a Mansfield coulcjt 
'BOtf^il to condemnv 

I have nqw, Gentlenaen, gone througli 
^U the objections,, which have been madp. 
u> niy coadu^: ia.a jo^JSfV capacity. My 
i ' O 3 enemies 
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enemies finding that I was invulnerable, 
where they pointed their moft envenomed 
darts, afterwards attempted to affaffinatc 
my private charafter, and propagated an 
infinite variety of groundlefs calumnies 
againft me. I have generally treated 
thcfe with the contempt they deferved, 
from the certainty that all who knew me, 
would know that I was incapable of the 
things laid to niy charge. A few falfe- 
hoods advanced with more boldnefs than 
the reft, 1 was at the pains to refute. The 
Winchefter § ftory in particular, becaufe 
it r^fpeded lord Bute's own fon, and 
had been ulhered to the public with the 
greateft parade, as well as with all the 
impudence of malice, and rage of party, 
I difproved fo fully, that I am fure not the 
kaft fhadow of a doubt remained in any 
man's mind as to my entire innocence of 
that moft illiberal charge. I have lived 
folong among you, Gentlemen, tharj.^ 

§ Vide the North Briton, No. XXI. 

' will' 
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will reft every thing refpcdin'g mc as a, 
private man on the teftimony, which the 
experience of fo many years authorizes 
you to give, well knowing that true can- 
dour always weighs in the fame balance 
faults and virtues* The Jliades in private 
life aredarkened by an enemy, butfcarce-. 
ly feen by a friend. Befides it is not given 
to every man to be as pious as lord Sand- 
wich, or as chajie^ yet z% potent^ in and out 
of the marriage-bed, in all thought, word, 
and deed, as the Btjliop of Gloucejier. 

A few other particulars. Gentlemen^ 
defervcto be mentioned, that you may* 
have before you the whole of my condudt 
in thefe interefting affairs. Immediately 
after the late flagrant breach of the laws, 
I thought it my duty to the community 
to commence aftions againft all the per- 
fons guilty. 1 defpifcd the meannefs of 
attacking only agents and deputies. I 
endeavoured to bring to the jurifdidio/i 
O 4 of 
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df the law, the principals^ the firft arrd 
great offenders, iht two fecretaries of fiate^. 
I blulh for my country, when I add, than 
although I have employed the abUcft 
gentlemen of the profeflion, they have 
hitherto found it impoflible even to forcer 
an appearance. Lord Egremont died^^ 
braving the jufticc of his country. I -ord 
Halifax lives, perhaps to triumph over 
It, and to give the example to future 
fecretaries of committing the groffeft vio- 
lation of the rights of the Commons with 
impunity. The judicial proceedings at 
>ny fuit commenced in the beginning of 
May twelvemonth, and now at the end 
of Oftober in the prefent year, his lord- 
ihip has not entered any appearance, feek " 
ing fhelter all the winter under /^ri^y/'/f^tf, 
;all the fummcr^nder the chicane of lazv\ 
ThckuU^ff^nders indeed have not efcaped,, 
jSeveral Jkoneft juries have .marked then> 
nvtiSiignotniny, and their guiltJias. been 

followed 
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ifbflowed with legal punUhment. Bu* 
what is of infinitely greater importance 
to the nation, we have heard from the; 
Bench, that generai. warrants ara 
aifolutefy illegaL Such a declaration i3 
become \n the higheft degree intercft- 
ing to the fubjeft, becaiife the Majority 
in this courtly Jici^e of Commons refufed 
the very laft winter to come to any re-^ 
folution in favour of the rights of their 
fellow-fubjefts. We owe it Ukewife to 
the moft upright, independent, andintrcr 
pid Chief Jujiice of the Court of Commote 
J^kas^ that in th^ adion againft the under 
fccretary of ftate, Mr. Wood^ thefeizurt 
^fpaperSy except in cafes of H igh Trcafon^ 
has been declared illegaL 
' When I refleft on thefe two moft im- 
portant determinations in favour ofliiertj^,. 
.the beft caufe, and the nobleft ftakc, for 
.which men can contend, I congratulate 
.my free-born country men^ and am fullpf 
; gratitude 
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gratitude that heaven infpired me with a 
firmncfs and fof titude equal to the con- 
duft of fo arduous a bufincfs. Under all 
the wanton cruelties of ufurped and 
abufed power, the goodnefs of the caufc 
fupported me, and I never loft fight of 
the great objeft, which I had from the 
firft in my view, the prefervation of the 
rights and privileges oi tvtrf Englijhman. 
I glory in the name, and will never for- 
get the duties refulting from it. Though 
\ am driven into exile from my dear coun* 
try, I (hall never ceafe to love and re- 
verence it's conftitution, while it remains 
Cree. It will continue my firft ambition 
to approve myfelf a faithful fon of Eng- 
land, and I (hall always be ready to give 
my life a willing facrafice to my native 
country, and to what it holds moft dear, 
the fecurity of our invaluable liberties. 
While I live, I (hall enjoy the fatisfaftioft 
of thinking that I hit ve not lived in va[in, 
' - that 
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that the prefent age has borne the nobleft^ 
t-eftimpny to. mc, and that my name 
will pafs with honour to pofterity, for 
the upright and difinterefted part I hive 
afted, and for my unwearied endeavours 
to protest and fecure the perfonsy houfes^ 
and papers^ of my fellow-fubjeSls from ar- 
bitrary vijiis andfeizures. 

I am. 

Gentlemen, 
With much regard and affedion». . 
Your moft obliged. 
And obedient humble fervant, 

JOHN WILKES, 



JL Letter to hbGrace iheDttke o/Gtiftxyri^ 
Firft Commiffioncr of his Majefty** 
» Treafiury. 

London, Nov.. i, 176$.; ; 

Mr LoRD^ 
tT is a very peculiar fatisfaftion I fecrlj 
^ on my rctura ta my nauvc couotry^^^ 
that a nobleinaft of your grace's fuperiof^ 
talents^ and inflexible integrity, is at the 
head of the moft ^important department 
of the ftate. I have been \yitnefs of thc- 
general applaufe,, which has been given: 
abro&d to the choice his Majefty has> 
made -, an4 1 am happy to find my own. 
countryiyien zealous and unanimous in. 
cvJry teftimony of their approbation. 
/ I ho]^ ijay Jordj t^at I may congra- 
tulate myfeUV as well as my country^, 
on your grace*s being placed in a fta- 
tion of fb great power and imporunce.. 
Though I have been cut off from the- 
body gf his Majefty's. fubjcds^ by a» 

cruel 



crtiel and unjuft profcriptiofn, I liavi 
tiever entertained 4» idea inconfiftcm 
'With the duty tjf a good futgcft. My 
heart ftiU retains all it's forincr warmth 
for the dignity of England, and the 
4gloTy of it's Sovereign. Ihave not afi 
Ibciatcd with the traitors to our liberties^ 
tior iBadc a fingle ^onncdion with any 
man who was dangerous, or even fuf^ 
ip<?ded by the friends of the proteftant 
rfatnily on the throne. I now hope that 
4:he rigour of a long, unmerited exile ii 
ipaft, and that I may be allowed to con- 
tinue in the land, and among the friendsj 
of liberty. 

I with, my lord, to owe this to the 
^mercy of my Prince. I entreat your 
grace to lay me with all humility at the 
King's feet, with the trueft aflurances 
that I. have never, in any moment of my 
Jife, fwerved from the duty and alle-^ 
fiance I owe to ray Sovereign, and that 
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I implore, and in every thing fubmit to» 
his Majcfty's clemency. 
^ Your gracc*s noble manner of think- 
ing, and- the f obligations I have for- 
merly received^ which are ftill frefli in 
my mind, will, I hope,, give a full pro- 
priety to this addrefs, and 1 am fure a 
heart glowing with the facred zeal of li- 
berty, muft have a favourable receptipa 
from the Duke of Grafton. I flatter my- 
fclf that my conduft will juftify your 
grace's interceding with a Prince, who 
is diftinguiibed by a companionate ten* 
dernefs and goodncfs to all his fubjeds* 
I am, with the trueft refpeft, 
MyLord,^ 
Your Grace's moft obedient^ 
And moft humble fervant, 
JOHN WILKES. 

f Cicero, fpeaking of Pompey, fays, NoSf ut 
ofiendity admodum diUgit^ ampleSilury amat, aptriti 
laudat : fed-'-nihil come^ nihil Jimplexy nihil t9 To»f; 
froTurtieoig hdhefium^ nihil illujirty nihil font ^ nihil 
iiherum. 
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A Second Letter to the Di&c of 
Graftoru 

Tacare cdpa magnnm eft ibiatium ; pnefertim cvm habeanr 
diias res quibus me fuftentetn, optimanim artium fcientiam^ 
. ct maximatum rerum gl0rtam> quarum altera mihi viva 
Aunquam eripietur, altera ne mortuo quidem. 

Cic sio» 

Paris, Dec^ 12, 1766^ 
My LoRDy 

T A M not yet recovered from the afto- 
"*• nifhment into which I was thrown bjr 
your grace's verbal mcffage, in anfwer 
to my letter of the firft of November. 
In a converfation I had with colonel 
Fitzroy at the Hotel d'Efpagne, he did 
me the honour of affuring me^ that I 
fhould find his brother my real and fin- 
eere friend, extremely defirous.to concur 
in doing me juftice, tliat he was to tell 
me this from your grace, but that many 
interefting particulars relative to me could 

not 
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not be communicated by letter, nor by 
thepoft. 1 fondly believed thefe obliging 
afluranccs, becaufe on a variety of oc» 
-f afions yoiir grace bad teftified a full ap-^ 
probation of my conduct, had thanked 
ine in the moft flattering terms, as the 
f)erfon the mod ufefAal to the common 
caule in which we were embarked f , and 
had fhewn an uncommon zeal to fcrve a 
man who had fufrered fo much i« the 
caufe of liberty. ■ '" 

I returned to E>tgland with the gayeft; 
and the moft lively hopes. As foon as I; 
arrived at London, I defired my excel* 
lent friend, Mr. Fitzherbert, to wait on^ 
your grace with every proftOion of re-» 
gard on my part, and the refolutbn I 

t Mr. Wilkes might very well exclaim in the 
words of TuLLY, Non^ credihiU^, qua fit ferfiditi 
in ijiis pnnctj>ibust ut <vtlunt eje^ ti ut ej/entyfi quit' 
fuam haberent .faiei \ Jenferam^ nor am f indutus^ re^^ 
lidusy frojedus ab lis : ta.men hoc ernt in animo^ ttf 
cum lis in Kef^llica con/entirem, 

had 
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hki tftken ti «\tirel^ fubmktmg the 
made cxf the applici^ipn I fiiould make 
to the throtie for my p&cdoa, I cannot 
«xprefs the anxiety^ which your grace's 
anfwer gave nae, ** Mr* Wilkes mufl; 
"•* wrke to Lord Chatlum," I then 
Ijegged Mr. Fkzherbert to ftate the rear 
ions, which made it inTpoflible for me to 
follow diat advice, from every principle 
t)f honoar, both public and private. I 
Ihewed too the impropriety of fuppli- 
cating a fellow-fubjedt for mercy, the 
prerogative good Kings are the mqft jcar 
ious of, by far the brigbtefl: jewel in 
their crov/ti, and the attribute by which 
^hey may the n^par^fl: approach to the 
Divinity, 

1 afterwards wrote the letter to your 
^grace, which I have feen in all the public 
prints. I never received any other anfwer 
chan zverM m^flage, ^' Mr. Wilkes muH 
;** write, to Lord Chatham, I do nothing 

Vol. I, P *' without 
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** without Lord Chatham." When I' 
found that my pardon was to be bought 
with the facrifice of my honour, I had 
the virtue not to hefitate. I fpurned at 
the propofal, and left my dear, native 
London, with a heart full of grief that 
iny faireft hopes were blafted, of humi^ 
liation that I had given an eafy faith to 
the promifes of a minifter and a courtier, 
and of aftonifliment that a nobleman of 
parts and difcernment could continue 
in an infatuation, from which the con- 
duft of lord Chatham had recovered 
every other man in the nation. He 
was indeed long the favourite character 
of our countrymen. Every tongue was 
wanton in his praife. The whole peo,- 
ple lavifhed on him their choiceft fa- 
vours, and endeavoured by the no- 
bleft means, by an unbounded generofity 
and confidence, to have kept him vir- 
tuous. With what anguilh were we at 

.:.., lafl: 
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laft undeceived ? How much it coft us to 
give up a man, who had fo long entirely 
kept pofleffion of our hearts ? How cruel 
was the ftruggle ? But alas ! how is he 
changed? how fallen? from what height 
fallen ? His glorious fun is fet, I believe 
never to rife again. 

We long hoped, my lord, that public 
virtue was the guide of his aftions, and 
the love of our country his ruling paflioni 
but he has fully fhewn, omnis vis, virtuj* 
que in lingua Jit a ejif. Our hearts glowed 
.with gratitude for the important fervices 
he had done againft the common enemy, 
and the voice of the nation hailed him 
our deliverer -, but private ambition was 
all the while (kulking behind the Ihield 
of the patriot, and at length in an evil 
.hour made him quit the fcene of all his 
glory, the only place in which he could 
be truly ufeful, for a retreat, where he 

f Ad C. Cxfarem de Repullica Ordinandi Eplfiola prima. 

• ' ^ P 2 knew 
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knew it was impoflible the confidence of 
the people could follow, but whene 
he might in inglorious eaie bear his 
BtusHiNG honours thick upon him. 

I might now, my lord, expoftulate 
9¥ith your grace on a verbal meflage, and 
of fuch a nature, in anfwer to a letter 
couched in the moft decent andrefpe6tful 
terms, coming too from a late member 
of the legiflaturc. I might regret, that 
the largeil proffers of friendfhip and real 
fcrvice could mean no more than two or 
three words of cold advice, that I fhould 
apply to another. I might be tempted 
to think it a duty of office in the firft lord 
of the Treafury, to have fubmitted to his 
Majefty a petition relative to theexercife 
of the nobleft aft of regal power, which 
any conftitution can give any fovereign. 
Surely, my lord, my application to the 
firft commiflioner of the treafury, who is 
always confidered as the firft Minifter in 
England, was the very proper application. 

As 



[ 12S ] 

As r hadTmacfe no difeovcry of any nc^ 
wonderful pill or drop, nor pretended to 
the fecret of curing the gout or the tooth- 
ach, I never thought of foliciting lord 
Chatham/(7r a privjtfeal. His kwdflrip's 
office was neither important, nor refponfi- 
ble. I will not however enlarge on this, but 
I (hall defire your grace's permiffion fully 
•to ftate what has happened to n^c as a 
private gentleman, relative to lord Chat- 
ham, becaufe I would not leave a doubt 
concerning the propriety of my conduft 
in a mind naturally fo candid, and fo 
capable of judging truly, as that of the 
Duke of Graf Ion. 

I believe that the flinty heart of lord 
Chatham has known the Iwcets of private 
friendlhip, and the fine feelings of hu- 
manity, as little as even lord Mans- 
field. They are both formed to be ad- 
mired, not beloved. A proud, infolent, 
overbearing, ambitious man is always 
full of the ideas of his own importance, 
P 3 anJ 
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and vainly imagines himfelf fuperior to 
the equality neceffary among real friends 
in all the moments of true enjoyment. 
Friendfhipistoopureaplepfureforamind 
cankered with ambition, or the luft of 
power and grandeur. Lord Chatham de- 
clared in Parliament the ftrongeft attach- 
ment to lord Temple, one of the greateft 
characters our country could ever boaft, 
and faid he would live and die with his noble 
brother. He has received obligations of 
the firft magnitude from \.\\2Xnoble brother ^ 
yet what tr^ce of gratitude, or of friend- 
Ihip, was ever found in any part of his 
conduft? and has he not now declared 
the mott open variance, and even hofti- 
lity ? 1 have had as warm and exprefs de- 
clarations of regard as could be made by 
this marble-hearted friend, and Mr. Pitt 
had no doubt his views in even feeding 
me with f flattery from time to time, on 
occalions too where candour and indui- 

•(- Vide Mr. Pitt's Letters in the fecood volume. 

gence 
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gcncc were all I could claim. He may 
remember the complitnents he paid mc 
on two certain poems in the ye^r 1 754. 
If I were to take the declarations made 
by himfelf and the late Mr. * Potter a la 
lettre^ they were more charmed with thofc 
vcrfes after the ninety ninth reading than 
after the firft ; fo that from this circum- 
ftance, as well as fome of his fpeechcs 
in Parliament, it feems to belikewife true 
of the firft orator, or rather the firft 
comedian, of our age, non difflicuijfeilli 
jocos^ fed non contigijfe f . 

I will now fubmit to your grace, if 
'there was not fomething peculiarly bafe 
and perfidious in Mr. Pitt's calling me a 
blafphemerof my God for thole very verfes, 
at a time when I was abfenr, and dan- 
gerouHy ill from an affair of honour. 

* Vide Mr. Potter's Letters in the feconi volume. 

f Quintiliaa ufss this expreflion, fpsaking of De- 
inofthenes, 

■' P 4 The 



The charge too he knew^was f faflc-, for 
the whole ridicule of thofe two pieces: 
was confined to certain myfteries, which 
formerly the unplaced and unpienfianed Mr. 
Pitt did not think himfelf obliged even tcy 
affed to believe. He added another 
charge equally unjufty. that I was the //- 
teller of my king, although he was fenfiblir 
that I never wrote a fingle line difrefpedb- 
ful to the facred perfonof my fovereign^ 
but had only attacked the dcfpotifm of 
his minifters, with the fpirit becoming ^^ 
good fubjeft and zealous friend of his^ 
country. The reafon of this perfidy 
was plain* He was then beginning to 
pay homage to the Scottifli. idoly and I 
was the moft acceptable facrifice he could- 
offer at the fhrine of Bute.. Hiftory 
fcarcely gives fo remarkable a change.. 

t The vcrdia of the jury fully juftified Mr. Wilkes from- 
this fcandalous charge of blafphe)ny made by Mr. Pitt in the 
Houfc of Commons. Vide like wife the Vctesj Mards, 31*" 
MeJanuarlL r76Q^ 

He 
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He was a few years ago the mad, fedi- 
tious Tribune of the Pcc^le, infulting 
h\s Sovereign even in his capital city, now 
he is the ab^eA, ctoucbing deputy of the 
proud Scot, who, as he declared in Par- 
liament, wants wifdowyand koids principles 
incompatible with freedom ; a moft ridi- 
culous character furely for a (latefman, 
and the fubjedl of afree kingdom, but the 
very proper compofition for z favourite. 
Was it poffible for me after this to write 
a fuppliant letter to lord Chatham? I 
am the firft to pronounce myfelf moft 
unworthy of a pardon, if I could have 
obtained it on thofe terms. 

Although I declare, my lord, that 
the confcious pride of virtue makes me 
look down with contempt on a man, 
who could be guilty of this bafenefs, who 
could in the lobby f declare that I muft 

-f This declaration was made to George Onflow, efq) ion 
of the late Speaker, and to other gentlemen. A curious let- 
ter of Mr. Onflow, dated Emhr»Court, Sept, 2i, 1765, is ia 
the fecond volume* 

be 
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be fupported, and in the Houfe on the 
fame day defert and revile me, yet I 
will on every occafion do juftice to the 
minifter. He has ferved the public 
in all thofe points, where the good 
of the nation coincided with his own 
private views; and in no other. I 
venerate the memory of the Secretary, 
and I think it an honour to myfclf that I 
fteadily fupported in Parliament an ad- 
miniftration, the moft fuccefsful we ever 
had, and which carried the glory of the 
nation to the higheft pitch in every part 
of the world. He found his country al- 
moft in dcfpair. He raifed the noble fpi- 
rit of England, and drained every nerve 
againft our enemies. His plans, when 
in power, were always great, although in 
direct oppofition to the declarations of 

. his whole life, when out of power. The 
invincible bravery of the Britifh troops 

-gave fucccfs even to the moft ralb, the 

moft 
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fnoft extravagant, the moft defpcratc of 
his projefts. He faw early the hoftilc 
intentions of Spain, and if the celebrated 
written advice, which he gave, had been 
followed, a very few weeks had then pro- 
bably clofed the laft general war ; al- 
though the merit of that advice was more 
the merit of his noble brother^ than his 
own. After the omnipotence of lord 
Bute in 1761 had forced Mr. Pitt to re- 
tire from his Majefty's councils, and the 
caufe was declared by himfclf to be our 
conduft relative to Spain, I had the hap- 
pinefs of fetting that affair in fo clear and 
advantageous a light, that he expreffed 
the moft entire fatisfadlion, andparticular 
obligations to my friendfhip. I do not 
however make this a claim of merit to Mr. 
Pitt. It was my duty, from the peculiar 
advantages of information I then had. 

The conftitution of our country has no 
obligations to him. He has left it with all 

it's 
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h*s beauties, and all it's blemifhes. He 
never once appeared in earneft about any 
queftionof liberty. He was the caufe that 
in 1 764no point wasgained for the public 
in the two great queftions of General fFar-^ 
rantSj and the Seizure of Papers. The 
curfed remains of thecourt of StarCham- 
ber, the enormous power of the attorney- 
general, the fole great judicial officer of 
the crown, who is durante beneplacito^ and 
not upon path, who tramples on Grand 
Juries^ and breaks down the firft, the 
foremoft barriers of liberty, continued 
during nis adminiftration the fame as be- 
fore. Every grievance, which was not 
rooted out by the glorious Revolution, 
and the later ftruggles of our patriots, 
ftUl fubfifts in full force, notwithftanding 
the abfolute power he exercifed forfeveral 
years over every department of the ftate— ^ 
But I have done with lord Chatham. I 
leave him to the poor confolation of a 

place. 
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place, z pcnfion, and a peerage, for 
which he has fold the confidence of a 
great nation. Pity (hall find, and weep 
over him, 

I am now, my lord, once more driven 
from the Romans to the gay, the polite -j- 
Athenians, but I (hall endeavour to con- 
vince your grace that I am not totally 
loft to rtiy country, nor to myfclf, in this 
fcene of elegant diffipation, and that I 
do not wafte the time in unavailing com- 
plaints of my hard fate and the ingratitude 
of thofe,whom I have fervedwithfuccefs; 
fori fhall very foon beg to call the public 

■(« It is remarkable that France has generally been choie* 
AS the ajylum of perfecuted merit or genius. One of their 
bed: authors fays, De tout terns. Us Rots malheureux, et lu 
kmn^i iiiufires, ont cholfi leur ajile en Francp, farce que de tout 
terns le Francois a eu la reputation tPetre un peuple doux, humain 
$t. compatiffant, Sydney retired to France, and during the 
greateft part of his exile chofe to live there, even under 
Lewis the Fourteenth, who had entirely deftroyed the fmall 
r^mafiis o( liberty in that kingdom ; but at laft, duped by the 
infidious promifes of the Engliih court^ he returned to his 
jutivc country^ a&d died <m a fcafi'old« 

attention 
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attention to fome points of national inf\- 
portance, and in the mean time I (hall 
embrace this opportunity of doing my- 
felf juftice againft the calumnies, which 
a reftlefs faftion does not ceafe to pro- 
pagate. 

The affair of the General IVarrantj and 
the Habeas Corpus^ is told very unfaith- 
fully, and almofu every particular rela- 
tive to my being made a prifoner, and 
fcnt to the Tower on the 30th of April 
1763, has beeninjurioufly mifrepreientcd 
in feveral late publications. 1 fliall there- 
fore ftate the tranfaftions of that memo- 
rable day, and I appeal to tlie minutes 
taken at the time for the accuracy of this 
relation. 

On my return from- the city early 
that morning, I met at the end of Great 
George-ftreet one of the King's meflen- 
gers. He told me that he had a warrant 
to apprehend me, which he muft execute 
, immediately. 
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immediately, and I muft attend him^ 
to lord Halifax's. I defired to fee the 
warrant. He faid it was againfi the 
authors^ printers^ and publijhers of the 
North Briton^ No. 45, and that his verbal 
orders were to arreft Mr. Wilkes. I told 
him the warrant did not refpedl me. 1 
advifed him to be very civil, and to ufe 
no violence in the ftreet, for if he at- 
tempted force, I would put him to 
death in the inftant, but if he would 
come quietly to my houfe, I would conr 
vince him of the illegality of the war- 
rant^ and the injuftice of the orders he 
had received. He chofe to accompany 
me home, and then produced the Ge- 
neral Warrant. I declared that fuch a 

i 

warrant was abfolutely illegal and void 
in itfelf, that it was a ridiculous war- 
rant againft the whole Englifh nation, 
and I afked why he would ferve it on 
^me rather than on the Lord Chancellor, 

either 
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dthcr of the fecrctarics of ftate, lord Butc» 
or lord Corkc, my next door neighbour. 
The anfwer was, lam to arreftMr.fFilkes. 
About an hour afterwards two other 
meffcngcrs arrived, and feveral of their 
afliftants. They all endeavoured in vain 
to perfuade me to accompany them to 
lord Halifax's, I had likewifc many civil 
meflages from his lordftiip to defire my 
attendance. My only anfwer was, that 
I had not the honour of vifiting his lord- 
Ihip, and this firft application was rather 
rude and ungentleman-like. 

While feme of the meflcngcrs and 
their afliftants were with me, Mr. Chur- 
chill came into the room. I had heard 
that their verbal orders were likewifc to 
apprehend him, but 1 fulpefted they did 
not know his perfon, and by prefence of 
mind I had the happinefs of faving my 
friend. As foon as Mr. Churchill en- 
tered the room, I accofted him, " Good 

^ morrow. 
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••' morrow, Mr.Thomfon. How does Mrs. 
** Thomfon do to-day? Does flie dine in 
** the country?" Mr. Churchill thanked 
me, faid (he then waited for him, that 
Ke only came for a moment toaflc me how 
1 did, and almoft direftly took his leave. 
He went home immediately, fecured all 
his papers, and retired into the country. 
The meflengers could never get intelli- 
gence where he was. The following 
week he came to town, and was prefent 
both the days of hearing at the court of 
Common Pleas. 

The whole morning pafTcd in meflages 
between lord Halifax and me. The 
bufmefs of the meflengers being foon 
publicly known, feveral of my friends 
came to me on fo extraordinary an event* 
I defired two or three of them to go to 
the court of Common Pleas^ . to make 
affidavit of my being a priibner in my 
own houfe under an illegal warranty 

Vol. I. Q^ and 
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and to demaQd thcffabuu Corpus. Tim 
Chief Juftice gav£ orders that it IbouUi 
iflue iiBincdiately* 

A conftabk came afterwards with fe- 
deral afTiftants of the meflcnger^. I re« 
peatedly iofifted on their all lea^^ng mc^ 
4nd declared I would not fufier any oa^ 
of them to continue in the room agaioft 
myconfcnt, for I knew and would fup^ 
port the rights of an Englifhman in the 
landtuary of his own houie. ! was then 
threatened with immediate violence, an4 
a re^ment of the guards, if neceflary, 
I foon found all refiflance would be vain. 
The conftable demanded my fworxl, an4 
infifted on my immediately attending the 
meflengcrs to lord Halifax's. I replied, 
that if they were not aflafSns, they 
fhould firft give me their names ir^ 
writing. They complied with this, and 
thirteen fet their hands to the paper, I 
then got into my own chair, and pro- 
ceeded 
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<he meffengers aii4 thck iffiftaftts- » 

I was conduded into a. gre^t ap9rt« 
ment fronting the Paife where lord 
Halifax and lord Sgremom:, the two 
^fecretari^s of date, were fi^ng at % ta^* 
i)k covered with .pap^, pens, and ink^ 
The uflderT-fecrctarics ftood. neai? thci» 
^rdihips. Mr. Lovel Stanhope, the law* 
<krk, aftd Mr. PWlip Carteret Webb^ 
^h^ iblicitor of the trcafury^ were thd^ 
^•only perlbfis befides whaattended. Jl^prd 
-Egremont received inc wkh a fupcrci^ 
4ious, itifolent air; lord Halifax with 
jgreat politcnefs. I was defired ^o take 
the chair near tl>eir iordfhips, which 
1 did. Lord Halifax then began, 
**' that he was really concerned that 
"** he had been necciFitated to proceed 
*" in that marinef againft me, that it 
'*' was exceedingly to be regreted that 
'** 41 gcctleman of my rank and abilities 
0^2 « could 
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^ could engage againft the King, and 
•* his Majcfty's government." I replied, 
** that his lordfhip could not be more 
** miftaken, for the King had not a fub- 
** jeft more zealouQy attached to his per- 
*' fin and gdvernment than myfelf, that 
*' I had all my life been a warm friend 
V of the Houfe of Brunfwick and the 
** Protcftant Succeflion, that while I 
*' made the trueft profeflions of duty 
^* to the King, I was equally free to de- 
•* clarc in the fime moment, that I be- 
** lieved np Prince had ever the misfor- 
•* tune of being ferved by fuch ignorant, 
*^ infolent, and defpotic minifters, of 
** which my being there was- a frejh, 
** glaring proof, for 1 was brought be- 
•* fore their lordQiips by force under a 
*' General Warranty which named no 
" body, in violation of the la^'s of my 
•' country, and of the privileges of Par- 
" liament, that I begged both their Icrd- 

" ihips 
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•* Alps to remember my.prefentdeclaranr 
•' tion, that on the very firft day of the 
** enfuing feflion of Parliament, I would 
** ftandup in my place and impeach them 
.** for the outrage they had committed in 
**' my perfon againft the liberties of the 
^* people.*' Lord Halifax anfwered, 
** that nothing had been done, but by 
^ the advice of the beft lawyers, and 
" that it was^now his duty to examine 
*" me/* He had in his hand a long lift 
of queftions, regularly jiumbered. He be- 
gan, " Mn Wilkes, do you know f Mr, 
" Kearfly? When did you fee him? 
" &c,&c.'* Ireplied, "thatlfufpefted 
" there was a vain hope my anfwer would 
" tend rather to what his lordlhip wilhed 
*' to know, that he feemed-to be loft in 
" a dark and intricate path, and really 
*' wanted much.lighttoguidehim through 
** it, but that I could aflure his lordfhip 

t The publifher of the North Briton, No. XLV. 
<^3 "not 
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^ not fffirtgk ray ftioi^ oomrfitmrme;'^ 
Lord Halifax returned to the charge,, 
^ Mr. Wilkes, dd you. know Mr.. 
** Kearny?&c,&:cJ* Ifokl^ •^Tbatthis 
*• wa$ a truriofity on hia lordfhip?s parr,, 
^* which howewr laudabte in the fecre- 
•** tary, ! dW n^ find myfclf di^x)fed to- 
♦* gratify, and that At th« end of my 
*• examin«k)fli^tlje quificsofpaper on. 
** their lordfliips* table flioulA be as 
*^ milk white as at the beginning.** Lord 
Halifax then '^ defired to remind me of 
•** my beii^ their prifoner, and of their 
" right to examine me." I anfwered,, 
** that I ftiould imagine their lordfhips*" 
*' time was too precious to be trifled: 
•* away in that manner, that they might' 
" have feen before I would never fay one: 
** word they defired to know-,** and. I' 
added, " Iwdeed, my lords, I am not: 
« ma:de of fuch flight, flimfy fluff-,'* 
then turning to lord Egremont, Ifaid, 
" Could you employ tortures^ I would 

^* never 
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•• ttc^et tilttf a ii^rd taibtfcoming my 
^ honour, or ^tffi^dimg the ikcred confi- 
^ Mhoc of any friendw God hat givea 
•• me firtntttffo and fidcMt jr. You t^-iflc 
•• a^ay your timeufioftcgpr^ottfly, my 
■^ loi^'* Lotti ¥MifM th&n •* adv^fta 
^ tM tO' weig^ well d^ €oafequenccs of 
^ my^ eoi»du£k^ and tHhit advaKages to 
"^ tnyfelf of a getteiN^us, frank confef- 
" fion*.'*^ liamented "^ die pcoftkntion: 
•* of the word, gifiirvusy » i»ha£ I 
^* fbould^coorideraianadlof dieutmdft 
** tfeadiery, oovardlce,, and >vicked- 
•^ nt&r His k>rdftiip di«» afked 
me, •'^ If I cbofc «^ bt a prifoHcr in* 
*♦ my owA houfe,, at the Torwer, ot in 
** Newgate, for he wasdifpolcd tooblige 
** me.** 1 gave his lordfiiip; my dianks^ 
but ** Idcfired to remark,, that I never 
•* received an obrigation> but fiom a 
" friend, that I demanded jtifticc,, and 
" my immediate Kberty, as an Englifh- 
^ man, who had not offended the laws 
0^4 ''of: 
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>* of his country; that as to the reft, k 
" was beneath my attention, the odious 
^* idea of reftraint was the fame 6dious 
" idea every where ; that I would go 
" wherel pleafed, and if I was reftrained 
*' by a fuperior force, I muft yield to the 
'* violence, but would never give colour 
** to it by afharaefuU compromife; that 
" every thing was indifferent to me in 
** comparifon of my honour and my li- 
*' berty ; th.at I made my appeal tO'the 
" laws, and had already by my friends 
*' applied to the Couri of Common Pleas 
" for the flabeas'Corpus^ which the Chief 
" Juftice had aftually ordered to be if- 
" fucd, and that I hoped to owe my 
.*' difcharge folely to my innocence, and 
** to the vigour of the Jaw in a free 
*' country." Lord Halifax then told me, 
*' that I fliould be fent to .the * Tower, 

• Hor^crty tower, nor wi^ls of beaten brafs. 
Nor aif.'cfs d:inge'jn, nor ftrong links of iron, 
Can'bc retentive to the flrcngth of fpirit. 

'Shakespeare. 

'* where 
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*' 'vdiere 1 (hould be treated in a ftianner 
^^* fuitablc to my rank, and that he hoped 
•** the Mcffenger^ had behaved well to 
**' me.*' I acknowledged *' that they had 
•* behavedwith humanity, and even civi- 
•" lity to me, notwithftanding the d|0ian 
.>V orders given them by his lordfhip's 
** colleague." I then again turned to 
lord Egremont, and faid, " Your lord- 
•*' fliip's .verbal orders were to drag me 
>* out of my bed at midnight, Thefirfl: 
**' pan, -who had entered my bedcham- 
•*• ber by force, I fhould have laid dead 
*' on.the fpot. Probably I fhould have 
^* fallen in the Ikirmifh with the others. 
*' I thank God, not your lordlhip, that 
^*Siuch afcene of blood.has been avoided. 
•** Your lordfhip is very ready to iffue 
** orders, which you have neither the 
*' courage to fign, nor I believe to 
^* juftify." No reply .was made to this. 
The converfation dropped. Lord Hali- 
fax 



fax retimi into another apartment. hotA 
lEgrcmdnt continued fuBei^ Md fiteht 
about a({uarter o€ an hour. I dien nniade 
a few rtmarks^ oa ibme capital pt6fcure^,, 
which were in the roorn^ and hh lovd^ 
^f^fi tne alone* 

i was afterwards condiiAed kita 
^another apatteent. I found tlrere le- 
i«ral of my firiends,. in af^mnent \mk 
d^ moft infamous of all the toc^ of 
that adnuaiilrationi^ Mr. Phtljp Carteret 
Wcbb» He cof^med to nje, that I 
was to "be carried to the Ta*ert* aiid 
** wKhed to know if I had any fatsour**; 
** to afk.** I replied,. " that I was ufe* 
" to-coirfer^not to reeeire, favours, that 
" I was fuperioE to the receiving any„ 
♦*^ even from hismafters,^ Aat all I would 
^ foy to him was,, if my vafct de chanfi- 
" bre was allowed to attend n»e in the 
*^ Tower, I QmAd be fbaved and have a 
** ckan-fhirt; if he was not^I fhouW have 
** a bng beard, and dirty linen." Mr- 
Webb 



Webb faid, *• that orders would be gireir 
^ for his admifliom at die Tower/* I 
complained of the (bameful evalion o£ 
the Hainu! CcfftUj. in fending me to the 
Tower> though the orders of the Chief 
Juftice Pratt were known. Mr. Webb 
made no reply lo this» He came to 
>ri(it me at die Tower i» d^ beginning 
ef my imprifonment, whea I bad not the 
^muffion to fee any friends I defired 
him almoft at his BrO: entrance to take 
•Ws leave j " for tf I was not allowed 
'** to fee thofe I loved^ t would not fee 
« thofe I defpifed." 

While I continued in the Tower, I was 
preflcd to offer bail in order to regain my 

• liberty^ and two of the firft nobility defired 
to be my fecurities in the fum of 1 00,000 L 
each, I was exceedingly grateful for the 
effer, but would not accept it. I obferved, 
that neither my health, nor my fpirits, 

• were affeftcd, that I would by great tempe- 
rance and abftincnce endeavour to com- 

penfate 
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pepfate the want of air and cxercife, bat 
, if my hcsdth fuffercd in a dangerous way^ 
\ I would then accept fuch generous offers, 
for I hoped to live that fo noble a caufe 
might be brought to a glorious iffue for 
-the liberties of my country. From the 
beginning of this arduous bufinefs, I 
would not on. any occafion give bail, by 
which I never involved any friend, and 
remained the perfed matter of my own 
^conduA• 

I Jhallflow, my lord^ proceed to do my- 
ielf juftice againft a calumny of Sir John 
Cuft, a perfon of the meaneft natural parts, 
and infinitely beneath all regard, except 
from the office he bears, with the utmoft 
difcredit to himfelf, with equal dil^race 
and infufficiency to the public. I find in 
the twenty-ninth volume of the Journals 
oftheHoufeofCommons,juftpublifliedv 
page 721. '' Jovis 19'diejanuarii, 1764, 
** Mr.Speaker acquainted the Houfe, that 
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*• lie,»ponTucfday laft, received a letter 
*• by the general poft from Mr. Wilkes, 
^* dated Paris the nth inftant, inclofing 
" a paper in the French language, pur- 
" porting to be a certificate of one of 
" the Frenchking*s phyficians, and of a 
" furgeon of the faid king's army, re- 
^ lating to the (late of Mr. Wilkes's 
** health, fubfcribed with two names, 
" but not authenticated before a notary 
^* public, nor the fignature thereof veri- 
** fied in any manner whatfoever.'* Then 
follow the letter and certificate. The in- 
finuation is too plain to be overlooked, 
too falfe to be forgiven. The fignature 
was verified by my letter. It is certain . 
that the certificate was in all the ufual 
forms, yet though the affair was deter- 
mined with refpeft to me, and I was in- 
decently expelled the Hcufe of Commons 
on the fame day, without any time being 
allowed for other proof, a regard to truth, 
and my own honour, made me give the 

molt 
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moft compleac tnfwer to this wretchcA 
Aibterfuge of the abandoned Majority. 
I fent a iecond certificate in the unufuaJ 
form they had prefcribcd themfclves, ac- 
tefted by two notaries, and confirmed by* 
the Englifli an>baflador. I wrote like*' 
wUe again to the Speaker oa the 5th of 
f ebruary folk)wing, but neither the fe^ 
<0Bd letter, certificate, or atfieftation, is 
to befound in the JoiH-aals, as they ought 
in juflice to my charafter. I have how- 
«cver, my lord, taken care that they fhould 
be publifhed, for in a free ^ovcrnm?nt 
like our*s I will endeavour through my 
life to emulate the fpirit of antientRome^ 
jn'ovoco adpopulum \ and while the peo- 
ple do not condemn me, I may perhaps 
in this, I Jliall cnoft certainly in every 
iiicceeding age, rife fopcrior to any party 
cabal, or court fa^ion. This Itep co^ 
vered my enemies with confufion,but was 
of 00 farther fervice to me. The p»ty 

war. 
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varagainftmeceafedofcouribiQ ths^Houfy 
^C^mmons^h^t flamed wkh eqxial fury in 
W^minfier Hall^ and was attended with 
•eveiy c5t:cumftance of revenge and cru- 
city, which the ingenious wit of a Mans- 
field could devife to gratify the malice of 
a bqd heart. 

In the fanic volume g£ the Journals^ 
page 7«3, 1 find that J am voted guilty of 

WKIT^NQ4»^PV«USH5NG^A^/^flr, /«/i- 

4Ui^i ^ The North Brito», No, 45^" and 
thatfever^l witnefTes were examined as to 
thofe two fafts. There i$ aot however in 
the Journals a fingle word of the evidence 
they gave, and it is well known that not 
one of them did, or coul4 iay any thing 
xelative to the atuhorjhip. The evidence 
o( the fublicatum was exceedingly flight, 
but the willingnefs of the jud|;cs nude 
•ample amends for the deficiency of the 
witneffes, who were not upon oath. The 
^miaiftration did not chufe to riik either 
<)f thefe <:harg.es againft me even in the 

court 
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court of King's Bench, and I was anljr 
tried for a re-publication. I will never bluflrf 
at the imputation of being the author of 
that paper, becaufe I know that truth is 
refpefted in every Imc. One circumftance* 
will foon fully appear to the indignant 
public. I mean the large -f debt orr 
the Civil Lift, contraftfed chiefly by the 
fcandalous purchafe of a parliamentary 
approbation of the late ignominious^^^^^, 
the ^arbitrary excife^ and other ruinous 
me^Tures of the Scottifh minifter. But 
I leave the affair of the Civil Lift to a 
future exaft difcuflion. 

The laft calumny, my lord, which I 
fliall difprove, refpefts the aftions at law 
* againft- lord Halifax. It is faid that I 
have neglefted, orpurpofely difcontinued 
them, fince my exile. ' The imputation 
is totally groundlefs. I was fo ill at 
Paris in the begining of the year 1 7 64, 

•f- Above half a million was voted on this account in March 
1769, and a direct refufal made to enquire into the caufes of 
the Civil Lift debt, 

that 
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that it was impoflible for me then to rc^ 
turn to England alive, but 1 gave the 
inoft cxprefs orders that the law proceed- 
ings fliould be carried on with vigour,, 
and in fad there was not a moment's de- 
lay. When my wound began to heal in the: 
fpring, I was diffuaded by all my friends. 
from returning to a country,, where the, 
fame adminiftration, which had illegally 
feized my perfon, plundered my houfe,. 
corrupted the fidelity of my fervants^v 
and by the wicked arts of an arbitrary- 
judge, who caufed the records to be faljified^ 
had juft obtained two verdifts againft 
me, were ftill in full pov/er. I yielded, 
to thefc rcafons, becaufe * propter eorum^ 

♦ Thcfc words the great Roman orator ufcs concerning his- 
own ur.fortunate condition. After his return to England, Mr. 
Wilkes might have applied to hirrrfelf the reft of the paflage,, 
in reditu meo nUiilo meliores res domrjiicas, quam rempublicam. 
•ffendiJIem-^novarum. me neceJJitudinumJideUtate contra veterum 
ferfidiam muniendum putavi. The experience of every man^r, 
vho has diunk deep of the titter cup of adverfrtv^ has been, I. 
believe, much the fame in all ages. The treachery of the great, 
and the bafenefs of the degenerate herd of felfi/h and intereftcd • 
friends, fill mofl of our books. The world has never been with-- 
out the Clodius and the Crajtonj no more than ihtferpent and. 
tbe viper^ 

Vol. I. R fcehaj.. 
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Jtibis^ tUhil mihi intra meos parietes tutum^ 
nihil injidiis vacuum viderem. Lord Hali^ 
fax for near two years availed bimfelf of 
' every advantage, which privilege and 
the chicane of law could furnifh. He 
never entered any appearance to a court 
of juftice, and the Common Pleas had, 
as far as they could, puniftied fuch an 
open contempt, fuch a daring proof that 
adminiftration would not fubmit to the 
law of the land^ and had endeavoured to 
compel his lordfliip to appear. Towards 
the end of 1764 I was outlawed.^ The 
proceedings continued againft his lord- 
fhip till that- hour. He then appeared, 
and his fmgle plea was^ that as an outlaw^ 
I could not hold any aftion. No other 
defence was made againft the heinous 

* This outlawry was not declared illegal till June 176S, 
When Mr. Wilkes received ^abroad the news of his being 
tutlawed, he was not dejedted, but gave immediate orders to 
attempt the reverfal of all the proceedings, and concluded ia 
the words of Tully, Perficlam profeB^^ ut me non modb nonfe" 
gregandum, ciim Jim civis, a numero eiviumf verum etiamji 
*•« ejem, putet'n (fjc'ijctndum fu\lft^ 

charge 
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tharge of having in my perlbn violated 
the rights of the people. 

I felt this, my lord, as the moft cruel 
ftroke, which fortune had given me. 
Juftice had at length overtaken many of 
the inferior criminals, but my outlawry 
prevented my puniftiing the great, the 
capital offender, when after all hisfubter- 
fdges he was almoft within my reach. I 
pleafe myfelf however with the reflexion 
that no minifter has fince dared to iflue 
Z' General Warranty nor to fign an order 
for the Seizure of Papers. In the one the 
perfonal liberty of every fubjedt is im- 
mediately concerned. On the other may 
depend not only his own fafety and pro- 
perty, but what will come ftill more 
home to a man of honour, the fecurity, 
the happinefs of thofe, with whom he 
is moft intimately connefted, their for- 
tunes, their future views, perhaps fe- 
ctets, the difcovery of which would 
drive the coldeft ftoic to defpair, their 
R 2 • vexY 
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very cxiftencc polfibly, all that is im- 
portant in the public walk of life, 
all that is dear and facred in friend* 
Clip and in love. I was the laft oppref- 
fed, but I was the jlir/? man, who had the 
courage to carry through ajuft refiftancc 
to thcfe a6ts of defpotifm. The opinions 
of our fovereign courts of juftice are now 
known and eftablifhed. 1 rejoice that fe* 
veral others, who fujffered * before me, 
have made their appeal to tlie laws, and 
obtained redrefs. I hope the iron rod of 
minifterial oppreffion is at length broken, 
and that I am the laft viftim of violence 
and cruelty. I fliall not then regret all 
the facrifices I have made, and my mind 
Ihall feaft itfelf with the recolleftion in 
the unjuft exile I am doomed to fuffer 
from my friends and my native land. 

• The reverend Mr. John Entick, Mr. Arthur Beardmore, 
and others, were ap;rehended on account of the Monitor in 
1762, but did not bring their anions againft the Secretaries of 
Sute, or the Meil'eogers^ till 1764. 

I will 
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• I will now, my lord, only add, how- 
ever unfafhionablc fuch a declaration 
maybe, that conliftencyfhall never depart 
from my charafter, that to the laft mo- 
ment I will prefervc the fame fixed and 
unconquerable hatred to the enemies of 
our happy ifland, the fame warm attach- 
ment to the friends and the caufe of li- 
berty, that I keep a fteady and a longing 
eye on England, that my endeavours for 
the good and fervice of my country by 
every method left me fliall have a period 
only with my life, and that although I 
do not mean to lay any future claim to 
your grace's favour, 1 will take care to 
fecure your efleem. I am, my Lord, 
your grace's moft obedient, 
and very humble fervant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

Gratias tibi, Deus opiumey maxume^ cujus nutu 
et imperio nata eft et au^a res Anglicana, lubens 
^latufque ago^ libertatfi publica in hanc diem et ho- 
ram^ per manusy quod *voluiftif meas, fer^vatdy ean- 
dem et in aternum /er<ua^ fo've^ protege propitiate^ 
fiepplex oro. 
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St. James's Chronicle of May 26, 1767. 

To the PRINTER. 

Si R9 
T Give you joy of your correfpondent 
"*• from Woodford^ whofe letter I read 
in your Chronicle of Thurfday May 7. 
He is the moft -wonderful modeft crea- 
ture I have heard of, for he pretends to 
underftand Latin better than the old 
Romans, and calls PaulusiEmilius, Scipio 
Africanus, Marcus Porcius Cato, &c^ 
&c. to account for blunders in their 
mother tongue, and on the moft delibe- 
rate, folemn occafions. 

He fays, " As Mr. Wilkes has given 
us a Latin prayer after the conclufion of 
his letter to a truly great and noble per- 
fonage-, permit me amongft other inele- 
gancies in it, which I pafs over, to cor- 
re6t a piece of falfe Latin : The two laft 
Lines are, Eandem £ff in aeternum fervdy 
fovcj protege propitiateyjuf^koc ero. 

'^ The 
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*• The claflic writers always ufe the 
conj. «/ after oroj as oro ut — Eandem Cff in 
jetemmn^ ferves^ foveas^ protegas^ fc?^. , 
fitpplex oro. *Tis a pity this gentleman 
had not /pared himfelf the trouble of this 
Latin compojitiony 

Now, Sir, it is a little unlucky far 
your correfpondent that he did /pare him- 
/elf the trouble 0/ this Latin compoftticn, 
for It is two thoufand years old. It is 
the cxad: /crmula of the Roman gene- 
rals when they triumphed, on their 
mounting the triumphal car, and enter- 
ing afterwards the temple of Jupiter 
Feretrius at the Capitol. No alteration 
is made in the form, except res' Angli- 
mna for res Romana, and the turn to 
Liberty, a Goddeis, to whom his devo- 
tion ouo;ht to be fincere, from the jrrcat 
iacrifices he has made at her altar. I fcorn, 
fir, to put the facred claflic page into 
the profane hands of your correfpondent. 
1 Y/ouId not give my champaign to a 
R 4 Dane 
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Dane or a Dutchman. I will treat him 
only with muddy porter from two fellows 
as dull as himfelf, but much more exaft. 
He may find in Blondi Flavii Fortivienjis 
de Roma triumphante Libri decern^ BaftlU^ 
^5i^j Folio, p. 214, and 216, a cu- 
rious detail of « very thing relative to the 
Roman triumph, from the beft authors of 
antiquity. I refer himlikewife to J^achimi 
yohannis Maderi Not a in Onuphrii Panu- 
vinide Triumphs Commentarium^ Patavtl, 
168 1, folio, page 1 39 J and 143. He will 
fee in both the moft entire juftification 
of the Latin prayer, and of every finglc 
word ufed ; fervate^ fovete^ protegete pro- 
pitiati^ fiipplex cro^ only in the plural, 
from the plurality of Gods in the hea- 
then creed. 

Who can tell, fir, but it was a ten- 
dernefs for fome modern courtiers, and 
apoftate patriots, made him give a prayer 
for public liberty in Latin, although in- 
deed the Roman language is too free and 
too manly for any, but freemen? 
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Your corrcfpondent goes on, ** The 
*claffic writers always ufe the conj. ut after 
^aro^ as oro ut!* The aflertion is not true. 
They fometimes ufe the imperative mood, 
and the fubjunftive often after oro with- 
out the ut. Two inftances of this are fuf- 
ficientfrom writers of fucheftablilhcd au- 
thority as Virgil and Plautus, In the very 
firft book of the jEneid we find 

Os AMUS PRORIBE i/i/Mftdos a navi6u5 Ignes, 

Had the happy tranflation of Plautus^ 
Juft publifhcd by Mr. Thornton, given 
your correlpondent the curiofity of con- 
fulting the original, two things would 
have followed. He would have admired 
ihe learning and genius of Mr.Thornton, 
and he would have found in the very 
firft fcene of the firft a6t of the firft 
play, Amphitryon, 

yelatis manibus grant ignoscamus peccatum fuum, 

without the ut exprefled. Mr. Thorn- 
ton obfervcs on this paffage, that ** for 
purity and concifenels of expreflion, ex- 
•quifite painting, &c, this narrative might 

not 
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not perhaps have appeared outrtt or 
mifbccotning in a Livy or a Lucan." 

The truth is, that the imperative 6t 
fubjunftive mood may be ufed indiffer- 
ently with oro^ and the fubjunftive with 
or without the «/, according to the turn 
of the phrafe. The fame variety is in 
our own language. In Englilh we might 
fay equally well, Remove^ we humbly be^ 
fetch you^ mofi gracious fovereign^ from 
your prefence and councils for ever^ John, 
earl of Bute^ and all the people fliall re- 
joice 5 or, V/e humbly befeech you^ mofi 
gracious fovereign^, that you would pleafe 
to remove^ or ftill more fimply, IVe 
humbly befeech you^ mofi gracious fovereign^ 
to remove^ from your prefence and councils 
for ever^ John earl of Bute^ and all the 
people jhall rejoice. Both are good. Grant 
this our petition, we humbly befeech thee^ 
gh ! Lord, from thy great goodnefs to this 
p^or people \ or. We humbly befeech thee^. 
tfA / Lord, t^at thou wouldfi grant, or ta 

grant 
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pant this our pitition^ from thy great good^ 
nefs to this poor people. Give me kave ta 
mention one more inllance, to which I am 
led by the former. Sl(^ me rather ^ oh t 
fuy Godf than make me a fVtlliam Pitty 
earl of Chatham^ I pray thee ; or, I pray 
thee rather^ oh I my Gcdj that thou wouldft 
flay mej or to flay me^ than to make me a 
WilUam Pitty earl of Chatham. 

The pofitivenefs of your correfpoa- 
dent is rather difgufting, but if he has 
any grace left, he will now afk pardon 
of the manes of the great Romans for 
having charged them with inelegancies 
and falfe Latin. I almoft fufped that he 
is a mere fchool-boy gone to fVoodford 
for the Eafter holydays* He may conr 
tinue there, for I fcarcely think it worth 
his parents while to fend him to Oxford. 
He is not yet fufficiently advanced even- 
in fchool-learning, nor indeed in any 
way promifing enough. 

He is *' forry to fee this champion of 
liberty, Mr. Wilkes, fall into one of 

the 
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the errors of the popifh church, the 
praying in an unknown tongue.^* Latin 
I muft own feems an unknown tongue to 
your correfpondent; but I believe there 
is fome little difference between the la* 
tinity of this prayer, and that of the 
vulgate bible, or the mafs-book. It 
would be eaficr perhaps to prove Mr. 
Wilkes a good Roman, than a good 
Roman catholic. 

He " begins to fear Mr. Wilkes's 
religion is in danger from his refiding in 
France." Is it his fault that he continues 
in France ? I know how much he longs, 
and how deeply he feels for England. 
Patriam eluxit jamgravius et diiitius quam 
alia mater unicumfilium. I wifh he was at 
home again, and the bitter enemy of 
his country and himfelf abroad. I hope 
it will not be forgot that the Marquis 
of * Squillace is now in Italy. I do not 

* The king of Soain had been prevailed upon to difmifs that. 
Minifter, as generally odious to his people, and the Marquis 
was then iA Italy, but lord Bute ftill continued at St. James's. 

think 
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think France is a country of much reli- 
gion. .The French do not trouble tbem- 
felves greatly about making profelytes. 
They are rather employed in the way, 
which the prophet Jeremiah mentions, 
chap. V. verfe 8. " They were as fed. 
** horfes in the morning, every one 
*• neighed after his neighbour's wife.** 
I. have no fears for his religion, for I 
know him and Paris^ where he generally 
refides. ^o faith remains there, but 

Th* tnotmont faith of many made for one« 

if I may be allowed to quote thatEnglifh 
fapijiy Pope, vol. III. page 96. War- 
burton's odavo edition. I hope that 
faith will never again be the court creed 
in England, as it was too long under- 
the northern race of the Stuarts.. I 
pawn my honour that Mr. Wilkes will 
never believe it. He leaves it to thofe 
wretches, who, under the Brunfwick 
line, endeavour to revive doftrines which 
drove out the Tarquins. 

1 ob^ 
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Tobfervcd, fir, a moflf ctM^id^as^ poft* 
fcript to the letter from Woodfortl. 
N. B. " The king prays in Enj^ift/^ 
The language is not material* God 
u;iderftands all languages. It is- im- 
portant that the fpirit of the prayer 
Ihould be for the welfare of his people, 
and the prefervation of public liberty. 
It interefts us all ftill more that the prac- 
tice of the fovereign ftiould be unifocm 
to thofe two great objefts. By fuch a 
Heady and firm conduftonly, the name of 
George the Third will become facred to 
all pofterity with that of our heroic de- 
liverer, William the Thirds and the ami- 
able monarch now on the throne will ap- 
prove himfelf the 

Great Friend of Liberty ; in Kings: a Name 
Abbre all Greeks above all Roman Fame. 

Pope, vol. iv^ p. 147, 

I am. Sir, your*s, 

' Et potus, et exlesf J, 
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A Letter from Mr. Andrew Baxter^ 
author of Matho, Jn Enquiry into the 
nature of the human fcul^ &c. f . 

My deareft Mr. Wilkes, 
"^I^OUR letter of December the i2th 
* alarmed me, by hearing you had 
got fuch a dangerous fall off your horfe. 
Moderate exercife is good, but danger- 
ous exercife, fuch as riding a fiery horfc,, 
15 not commendable •, and if you would 
oblige Mrs. Wilkes, if you would oblige 
all your friends, and all good men, who 
conceive great hopes from you, you will 
be more cautious for the future. We 
had a terrible inftance in the news- 
papers lately of a man fpoke wonder- 
fully well of, who got his death by fuch 
a fall. — As to altering any thing in the 

+ A falfe and impcrfed cppy of this letter was printed ifli 
« Scots Magazine! 

|iddref9 
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addrcfi to you before the Appendix J, I 
durft not do it without your participation,' 
unlefs you had fuggefted fomcthing you 

J In mother letter he fays, ** I have employed my time 
<< of late in confidning the diAerence, or controverfy, be- 
^< tween the Engliih and foreign philofophers concerning the 
«• force of bodies moving in free fpaces, whichin it's confe- 
'' quences fpreads far and wide through natural philofophy. 
^ I have (hewn demonfiratively that the experiments brought 
** by the foreign philofophers. to eftablifli their new. theory,; 
** are applicable entirely to the Engljfh computation, which 
** they beautifully confirm and illuflrate, and that thefe 
'< learned gentlemen have quite mii^aken them. We talked 
* much of this you may remember in the Capuchin's garden. 
<^ at Spa, I have fini/hed the prima cura of it in the dia- 
** loguc way : I defign to infcribe it to my dear John Wilkei,. 
** whom, under a borrowed name, I have made one of the 
" interlocutors. If you are againft this whim (which a paf- 
** fionate love to you has brought me to bed of) I will 
** drop kt 

** In the mean time I /hall publi(h an j^pperdix to the 
*' Enquiry, which you muft give me leave to infcribe to you; 
'* in the following manner. Sir, the fuljeSi' of our connjer^ 
" Jation in the Capuchin-s garden at Spa in the fummer of- 
" 1745, lies ft Hi by me in the drefs it was put in, I have 
** notslfifure at prefent to prepare it fir the public view. Jn 
'* the interim J find you the filloiving flieetSy as a token of my, 
^ fincere refpeSl* It U a pleafure to think on the time *we J'pent 
** fo agreeably together, J am, Sec," 

the Appendix was afterwards publiihed with the, above 
dedication.^ 

, / ' ^ would 
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would have had changed; and bydiis 
time I fiippofe it is publilhed. \i noti 
I beg you caufe change any thing you 
think proper. I wrote to Mr. Millar, 
«fter prefcnting fon^ copies to gcntk- 
men in London, to fend down five co- 
pics of it to lord Blantyre at Edinburgh, 
to be given to particular friends there, 
•nd 1 wi(h you would fpcak to him oi 
fe— As to the ftate of my difeafe, unleft 
I would noake fuppofitions contrary to 
811 probability, I have no reafonabte 
hopes of recovery, the fwelling which 
^legan at my legs, being now got up tot 
my belly and head. I am a trouble to all 
about me, efpecially to my poor wife, 
who has the life of a (lave night and day, 
in helping me to take care of a difeafed 
<:arcAf«. Yet I may linger on a while, as 
I can ftill walk a little through the room^ 
and divert myfclf now and then with 
reading, nay,. and writing down my re- 
Vi^L. L S marks 
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marks on what I read. But I can with 
fincerity aflure you (my moft dear Mr. 
>Vilkcs) death has nothing terrible to 
me ; or rather I look upon it with plea- 
furc. I have long and often confidered, 
and written down, the advantages of a 
feparate (late. I (hall foon know more 
than all the men I leave behind me; 
wonders in material nature and the world 
of fpirits, which never entered into the 
thoughts of philofophers. The end of 
knowledge there is not to get a name, or 
form a new feft, but to adore the power 
and wifdom of the Deity. This kills 
pride, but heightens happinefs and plea- 
fure. AH our rational defires, becaufe 
rational, muft be fatisfied by a being 
himfelf infinitely rational. I have been 
long aware that nothing can go beyond 
the grave but the habits of virtue and 
innocence. There is no diftinftion in 
that world, but what proceeds from 

virtue 
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TUtuc or vice. Titles and riches are 
bid offj when the fhroud goes on. But 
oh ! my dcareft friend, I cannot conceal 
from you a topic of inexpreffible plea- 
iure. Punifhment itfelf is pleafant. God 
docs not punifli out of anger and re- 
venge, to deftroy, as we wrathful men 
conclude, but to correft and make bet- 
ter. That is the true end of punifli- 
ment. Boundlefs punifhment would 
jQiew incontroulable power, but chaftife- 
ment in proportion to our faults, fliews 
the divine perfeftion of Equity ^ and with 
a defign to corredt, not to throw us off, 
fliews mercy. The end of God's punilh- 
ing us therefore is our final happinefs. 
Are not thefe comfortable topics at the 
approach of death ? — Befides, what is it 
to be free from the pains and infirmities 
of the body ? Though I am fatlsfied 
juft now that the weaknefs of my di- 
ftrelTed limbs is as much the immediate 
S a efFcdt 
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cfFeft of the fame power ana goodncfe, 
as their growth and ftrength was fixty 
years ago. Dare I addi a word without 
being thought vain? This is owing to 
my having rcafonedhoneftly on the nature 
of that dead fubrtance matter. \t is as 
utterly inert when the tree flourifKeS, as 
when the leaf withers. And it is the 
lame divine power differently applied, 
that direfts the latt parting throb, arid 
the firft drawing bitath. O the bKhcinets 
oiF thofe who think matter can do any 
thing of itfelf, or perform ah efedt 
without impulfe and direftion by im- 
material power! — As to party- philofo- 
phers AVho are for one fide only, ^nd 
contraft a perfonal diflike to thofe who 
are not as ftiffi they are to be pitied. I 
fee them making their court to the heads 
of the party, and thus angling for a 
lictle reputation, at fecond hand. It is 
aftonifhing, my dear fir, thai all men are 

forced 



forced to own, tjijyt ^// tp^;/^ nfCj^(frUy 
K(^s a chafigeofifs$nfenfftate^ dth^ of 
reft or motion'^ and yet when tl\ey comjp 
to ^he genuine cQnfequence of this, tQ 
w^, that the Deity performs imixi.ediately 
all that is done in the material uniyerfc^ 
i;hcy retraft the fprmer felfnevj^eat truth, 
and afcribe to this refiftin^fuhjtaficBy both 
a felf ijiotiye, and felf deternjihi ng power. 
I know no: one book of natural phUofo- 
phy, not one, free from this inconnftency. 
And though I be the ^nly perfon, (for 
any thing I know) who has endeavoured 
to efta-blifli the particular Providence of 
the Deity, .and Ihew his inceffant influ- 
ence and aftion on all the parts of matter, 
through the wide uniyerfe, from the 
inactivity of this dead fnblhince: yet I 
hope when the prefent party-zeal fubfidcs 
a little, men will conic more eafily in to 
own fuch a plain truth. And from the 
fame. obvigus principle .a great. many ab- 
S 3 furd 
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furd notions in natural philofophy, con- 
cerning powers in matter^ will be rge£ted 
— I own, if it had been the will of 
heaven, I would have gladly lived, till 
I had put in order the fecond part of the 
Enquiry^ Ihewing the Immortality of the 
human foul : But infinite wifdom cannot 
be miftaken in calling me fooner. Our 
llindnefs makes us form wijhes. I have 
left feven or eight different manufcript 
books, where all the materials I have 
been collefting for near thirty years are 
put down without any order, in the book 
that came next to hand, in the place or 
circumfbances I was in at the time. I 
took all thefe papers to Holland with me, 
thinking to put them in order there; but 
you know that was imprafticable. And 
fince I came home, I have been pre* 
vented, either with looking after country 
affairs, or want of health. There are a 
great many mifcellaneous fubjefts in 

philofophy. 
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philofophy, of a very fcrious nature, few 
of them ever confidcrcd before as I know 
of 5 but (as I have hinted above) a fhort 
time oifeparate exijience will make every 
good man look with pity on the deepefl 
refearches we make here, and which we are 
apt to be vain of. — Thus I have writ you 
every thing I had to fay. It will be kind 
if you fend me a laft letter. I wiQi you 
and Mrs. Wilkes all poflible profpcrity. 
And though I cannot do you any fervice 
here, yet I hope our fricndlhip Ihall never 
end. 

AND. BAXTER. 

• Whittuigham. Jan. 29. 1750. 
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betters of Dr. Brdwlter^ author of an 
excellent tranflation of l^erfius. 

Dear Sir, 
\70V find mc fort>Wfc^mte^i?l«tif» 
* the Cafe cff afait yOung virgin,harcSy 
abletoWichftandyoTirfcrHcitations, th^ 
are fo Warm ahd thga^hg, and y(* 
afraid tb cott\p\y *with thttn, thoti^ 
pl^afure tttulB: be the certain eej^ftljueffi^. 
But thefai^otlesfIbelifcve fo\x^¥dd3:^k^ 
found at laft confenting -, and as they-*ft 
moid admirable precedents, fo I follow 
their example. It is true, 1 OHght- to^bc 
alhamed of not complying without re- 
luftance; (in that point indeed the young 
ladies and I a little differ) but you know 
the unhappy caufe — fome time next week 
then, I (hall endeavour to wait on you at 
Aylefbury. 

I fcarce 



I fcarce know a man in the world, 
whom I would go farther to fee; ;or to 
whom I wouki fooner dedicate my time 
and m/fclf. You need nor, for my 
leniptation, in the account you ^ive me 
of the wonderful verdure of the rich 
vale of Aylelbury, and the fragrance of 
your bean-fields in full .bloffom, have 
defcrlbed. Arabia Felix, for I jcoiild rea- 
dily have waited on you in "the very 
defarts. 

t)r. * * * is the .only one whom 1 know 
among thcf acuity, that compofes tragedy. 
His 'brethren content themfelves with 
barely furnifliing fubjefts for it, widowji 
•and orphans. 

Jam, dear. Sir, 
your .faithful, and.obliged, 
humble ScFvant, 
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Dear Sir, 

^T^HERE is* nothing I long for fo 
'^ much, as to be reading a chapter 
with you, at Aylefbury, in the old black 
letter. However hurtful! you may find 
it to the eyes, I am perfuaded your 
learned and pious expofitions, will ren- 
der it highly edifying and confortable to 
the heart. I will therefore (God willing) 
fulfil yet my promife, and wait on you 
before this fummer ends. That I do not 
fct out immediately, I do aflure you is 
not my fault, but merely my misfortune. 
Two or three anomalous patients un- 
luckily Retain me here at prefent ; and 
when they will be pleafed to releafe me, 
upon my word is more than I can yet tell, 
or even conjefture. It is a ftrange thing 
that people who have the whole year 
before them, to be fick in, can find no 
other part of it, for that purpofe, but 

juft 
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juft the particular time when I fhould be 
enjoying the happinefs of your com- 
pany. 

Whatever may be the weather at Ay- 
lefbury, I have no doubt of meeting 
with gaiety and pleafure, when I meet 
with Mr. Wilkes, and am in the mean 
lime, his obliged friend, 

and obedient Servant, 

THO. BREWSTER. 

. Bithf June 30. 
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Dear Sir, 
^np HOUGH 1 am fitting down but 
•*• now, to acknowledge the favour of 
your letter, I muft neverthelefs own I 
received it in due time; even on ehi;ift- 
mas-day in the mgrning. Xhe cpnterus 
I hoped would haye informed me, thac 
you were foon following: "but upon pe- 
rufal, rhowgri.ewos-uiasitbe difappoint- 
ment! Almoft enough to fadden the 
moft joyous of all feafons. 

The Royal Society by talking Uieifteps 
you mention, may happily once again 
favour us with a little common fenfe ; 
which, among all the ftrange things they 
have for feme time publilhed, will itfelf, 
I Ihould believe, be efteemed the 
ftrangeft. But the more they reform, 
the lefs perhaps they will entertain, 
which I wifli may not be likewife the 
cafe of our reforming friend. However 

if 
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if Mr. * ♦♦ be ill e«ftefl: fo ddpctalcly 
rclblved oh matfitfioiiy, 1 heartily wifh 
fiim all the happihefi it can afford ; and 
feopcyou arc ftfddy with his epithabmiutti^ 
IrtiiS indeed is a feafbnj whofe coldnefo 
idltlOliifhes us alt to think Osgood warm 
wives. It makes rtie do fo fometime!?, 
ifrioHg the feft : but a line or two of 
ttbfade, 6h the other hand, a little dit 
€6ur§^s, 

<^ae telltia rtiptis^ 
Cum femel efiiigiti reddit fe prava catenis ? 

The French of oUr times, I find greatly 
furp^ the Greek* of Juvenars, Nafio 
€omoeda ejiy even down to their very dogs: 
who indeed, by your account of thofe at 
the Haymarket, feem to be a moft extra* 
ordinary race of puppies. Methinks it 
is pity but they fhould be well princi- 
pled : and for that good end have govern- 
ors and preceptors out of hand appointed 
them. You whohave the faving^ of fouls fo 

very 
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very much at heart, I wonder you da 
not recommend them, cither to the pro- 
moters of Chriftian knowledge, or to the 
propagators of the Gofpel in foreign 
parts : who furely would not do amife to 
confider that the greateft of all charities 
fliould begin at home. 

To the wit and pleafure of this place» 
I am quite a ftrangcr. For that I muft 
therefore beg leave to refer you to the 
pen of Mr. * * *, our gallant, gay Lo- 
thario. 

I am, ever your's, 

THO. BREWSTER. 
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Buiton-Court near Lemfter^ July 29, tjstw 

Dear Sir, 
^^OUR letter found me under the ap- 
* pie-trees of Herefordfliire, where 
I have now been above thefe three months, 
in fuch a folitude as I am only fit for. 
The truth is, I am but in a ruinous fort 
of condition, nodding, as it were, to my 
fall: and my tremors, at all times bad 
enough, under the obfervation of com- 
pany, are ftill worfe. For thefe reafons, 
though the plcafures of Aylefbury have 
left a very ftrong impreflion, yet dare I 
not accept your kind invitation to repeat 
them ; but wifhing you all happinefs in 
all places, am, dear Sir, 

Your moft obliged, and 
affeftionate . Friend, 

THO. BREWSTER. 
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A Letter of the Reverend Dr, Douglas, 
author of fevcral pamphlets, rchtivc 
to the impofture of Archibald Bdwir, 
and of other pieces. 

Half-Moon- flreety Piccadilly, April i, 1762. 

Sir, 
•^OU wiH excufc the trouble 1 giv« 
* you, bccaufe it is on an aflSiir of 
infinite concern to my charadbpr, and I 
think you have it in your power to tJo 
me juftice. A report has been fct about, 
that I am the author of the Obfervations 
tn the Sfanifli Papers^ which, if it gains 
credit, will be as prejudicial to my in- 
tereft, as it is abfolqtely unlqpported by 
truth. You may pleafe to remember you 
told me in the Park, the very day after 
the pamphlet appeared, that ycu heard I 
had writ it. It is become neceflary for 

me, 
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mc, by the advice of the moft rcfpcAa- 

blc friends, to trace this groundlefs ftory 

to the fountain head; and therefore I 

apply to you, begging you would recol- 

Icft who told you I was the author, that 

fo 1 may be able effeftually to flop the 

progrefs of a report, which if at firft 

propagated only wantonly, will, I fear; 

if not traced to its fource, in the end 

have the fame bad efFefts, as if it had 

come from the moft determined malice, " 

I am, Sir^ - '^'^^- ' 

' Your moft obedient and: ' "^ 

moft humble fervant, 

JOHN DoirctAs; 



Vol. L 



Winchefler, April 6^ ijdt. 

Sir, 
T Had the honour of your ktter at 
''- Bafingftoke in my march to this 
place. When I was laft in the fooliih 
circle at the Smyrna, the Oifervafions on 
ike Spanijh Papers were talked of, and as 
you know the fages there pretend to in« 
finite fagacity, they were generally 
given to you, though a few afcribed then) 
to Maudttit^ the author of the famous 
Confiderations. I am entirely fatisHed 
with your authentic . affurances on this 
fgbjeft, ^nd on every occafion will con- 
tradict fo groundlefs a report. 

There is not a man in this country, 
who more honours your fuperior lite- 
rary abilities than I do, nor more warmly 
wiflies, for the dignity of our church, 
to fee them rewarded in an eminent and 
diftinguifhed manner. I (hall be ftre- 

oubw 
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nuous in contradiding the report, for 
undoubtedly the author of the Obferva- 
tions has no chance of favour from any 
of the prelent powers ; and if he is the 
unlucky Mmtduitj he has^ overthrown 
all the merit he might with fome derive 
^om the Conjideraiions. I hope that 
your other friends will exert themfelves 
with the iame zeal on this occalion as I 
afiiire you I fhaU, for I am> with real 
xtgard, 

SIR, 

Your very humble fcrvant, 

JOHN WILKES. 



Ti 
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Letters of Mr. Robert Lloydv 

T*yrR. Chyrchill infcribed to diis geih-' 
'*^-*' tkman the gay and fpirited epiftle 
oi Night. A (hort charafter of him is ex- 
traded from the notes on that poem. Mr; 
Lloyd dedicated to Mr. Wilkes ^ke New^' 
River-Head J a Tahj at the very time 
that all the profecutions were carrying 
on for the North Briton and the pa* 
pers ftolen out of his houfe, and after- 
wards addreffed to him the following 
lines. 

What tho* oppreflion, with her defperate tools 

Of bold, mean knaves, and weak complying fools, . 

Lord it abroad, yet, fTiikes, thy honoured name. 

Built on the folid bafe of patriot fame, 

ShaU in truth's page to lateft years defcend. 

And babes unborn Aall hail thee England* s friend ^^ 

A juft reward ihall future times beftow. 

And pay thofe- hoiiours whicK the prefent owe. 

The 
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The poem of Night was writtcntyMr." 
Churchill in vindication of himfclf and 
Mr. Lloyd agairtft the cenfures of fotticJ 
falfe,trcacherous,and hypocritical fricfnds, 
who afFc<aed to pay the higheft compH- 
tnents to their genius, but appeared eqtial- 
ly pleafed and induftrious in feixing every 
opportunity of condemning their conduft 
in private life. Thefe f prudent perfons, 
whom neither love, pleafure, nor pity 
ever drew for a fingle moment out of 
their way, found a malicious pleaftire in 
propagating theftory of every unguarded 
hour, and in gratifying that rage after 
the little anecdotes of admired authors. 



f There is no talent (o ufeful towards rifing in the world, 
or which puts men more out of the reach of fortune, than 
that quality generally ;poflefled by the duUeft fort of peopk, 
and is in common fpeech called Jifcrethn, a fpecics of lower . 
frudencCf by the afliftance of which, people of tlie meanefl 
intellectuals, without any other qualification, pafs through 
the world in great traBquillity, and with univcrfal good ircat- 
mwit, neither giving nor taking offence.- ■< 

Swift. EiTay on the Fates -of Ckigyxnen. 
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opon which finall wits fubfift. Such a 
proceeding ought however in all faimefs 
to be confidered only as the \<y9f gogiping 
of the literary world. Scandal amufes 
the circle of the gay and polite in the 
fame manner. The curiofity of the 
town was fed by thefe people from time 
to time, and every duU kSurer within the 
bills of mortality comforted himfelf that 
he did not keep fuch hours as Mr. Churchill 
and Mr. Lloyd. 

The poet does not blufli to owni that 
he often pafled the night after the man« 
ncr of the firft men of antiquity, who 
knew how to redeem the fleeting hours 
from deatKs half-brother^ and fellow- 
tyrant, J^eep. They likewife lamented 
the fiibrtnefs and uncertainty of hu- 
man life. Such refleftions however in 
them produced neither melancholy nor 
defpair, but ferved to give a keener 
rclilh to their pleafurcs, and were per- 
petual 
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^ttttl.;}: indtements not to let ahy por«» 
tion of life pafs unenjoyed. They were 
generally employed in celebrating the 
inyfteries of thfc god of love, whodelighti 
in the friendly gloom of nighty or the 
rites of the genius of friendfliip, when he 
does not languifh under the impertinence 
of the day*s infipid vifitors. The two 
Englifh poets were worthy of the con* 
verfc of the moft genial wits of Rome 
and Greece. They may perhaps have 
been cenfiircd by fome wondrous grave 
moderns, cold-blooded critics, void 6i 
aU fire and fancy, but in a more claffic 



} Vite ftinima bmris fpem noa vetat incKoare Hapaa, 
Jam te premet nox, fabulseque maoes> . 
Et domut exilis Plutoiiia ; qao finiul ineariiiy 
Nee regna vini fortiere talis^ ftc. ^ 

HoftAck. 
Solet occidere, et redire po^Hiht ; 
Nobis, quom femel occidit brevii luz^ 
Nox e^ perpetua una dormiendx. 
Da mi bafia mille, deisde centuni> ieCf 

C AT viLUS« 

t4 age 
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age their happy Tallies would not have ill 
become the NoBa Atticat. 

Mr. Robert Lloyd was educated with 
Mr. Churchill at Weftminfter fchool, and 
theftrifteft friendftrip always liibfifted be- 
tween them- The talents of Mr. Lloyd 
were eclipfed by thofe of our poet, qm 
€mner extiftxil^ fttUas exortus uti aetherim 
fol^ yet he never (hewed the Icaft jealoufy 
or envy on account of the decided ftn 
perioricy^ which the public gave to his 
friend. Mr. Lloyd was mild and ami* 
able in private life, of gende manners, 
and very engaging in convcrfation. He 
was. an excellent fcholar, and an eafy, 
natural poet. His peculiar excellence 
was the drefling up an old thought in a 
new, neat^ and trim manner. He was 
contented to fcamper round the foot of 
, Parnaflus on his little Welch pony, 
which feems never to have tired. He 
left the fury of the winged ftecd, and 

the 
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the daring heights of the facrcd moun- 
tain, to the fublimc genius of his frieni 
When the unhappy circumftances of Mr. 
Lloyd at length had forced him to re- 
tire to the Fleet, the friendfhip of Mr, 
Churchill was the almofl: fiiigle remainr 
ing fource of his comfort and fupport. 
He received the regular ijounty of a gui- 
nea eveiy week, and the fame generous 
&iend likcwife paid all the expcnces of 
a fervant, who conftantly attended hinv 
He had a very grateful heart, and his 
fufferings feemed to have added to the 
tendernefs of his nature. The following 
letters will fhew his warm attachment to 
his friends, and how extremely fcnfible 
ht was of every kindne& 



I 
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Vbc-Street, Majrsi, 176J. 

My DBAR Wilkes, 

T is impoffible for me to cxprefs the 
infinite obligation y6u hare con^ 
ferrcd upon mc, by your uhfoltcited 
and generous behaviour of ycfterday. 
Give me leave only to adure you, that 
1 am, and ever (hall be, in the trueft 
fenfe. 

Your moft fincere and 

a&£tionate friend, 

ROBERt LLOtt), 
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Taefday ilioriiiig. 
Dear Sir, 

T. HAVE hunted you fcvri-al dme9, 
*• but unfortunately to no purpofe;> 
This morning indeed I thought myfelf 
fure of you at nine o'clock. But I 
found you had been gone out an hour. 
As I returned, I overtook Dr. Mark- 
hanot going to his morning talk In Weft- 
minfter fchool. — What an example does 
the man of pleafure fet the man of bu* 
finefs P I wiih you would let me 
know whether you intend being at the 
Shakcfpeare meeting to-night. For as 
Churchill is out of town, unlefs I am 
aflured of your being there, I (hall be 
a home-keeper. You talked of going 
to the Weftminfter play — if you are 
not engaged ; their next exhibition is 
on Friday, But what a conjurer I am 

to 
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to tell you that which the enclofed 
tickets will inform you of much more 
learnedly ? 

I (hall hope for the pleafure of con- 
du£Ung you there, and am. 

Dear Sir, 

Your very fincere friend, 

and obedient, humble ferrant, 

R. LLOYD- 



My DEAR Wilkes, 
l^OUR letters have given me in- 
-■■ expreffible uneafmefs concerning 
my friend Charles ; and your not giving 
a direftion, leaves me in ftill greater 
anxiety that this may not reach you, 
and I confequently hear nothing how he 
does. Indeed we are all much alarmed ; 
for though the feeming fpirits of your 
letter to me gave us hopes it might not 
be fo bad with him, that which Jack has 
received^ entirely quafties them. Pray 
let me hear from you the earlieft oppor- 
tunity, and direft to me at the Fleet 
coffee- houfe. 1 hope I fliall not be dou- ■ 
bly unfortunate in the lofs of ray friends^ 
and be reduced to the comfortlefs necef- 
fity of brooding over my own calamities 
in this ungrateful fituation. DearWllkes, 
give me all the information you can, and 
what ferviees I can do, a duty I owe to 
you both, command. I am, in the fin- 
ccreft affcftion, ' 

Your^s ever, 

R. LLOYD- 



I 
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Toiifiliy* Nov. 20, fjttu 

Dear Wilkes,. 

WILL fpare your own fediBgs 
and mine by any reflexions on our 
irreparable lofs. You di4 not, I ima- 
gine, receive my letter direfted for you. 
at an uncertainty, at the poflhoufe, or 
if you did, you returned no anfwer, i 
fuppofe becaufe you could gire. no 
comfort. I am pleafed to find fromi 
Mr. Cotes, who communicated your 
letter to him this day to me, that 
you will be kind to the remains of our 
dear friend. What is in my power to 
execute, you will direft and command. 
And I could much wifh, you would as 
early as you can bring your mind to 
write on fuch a fuhjedt; give me your 
opinion (which (hall bedecifive) as to 

the 
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tW publication ef the fragment of the 
verfe preface to the Sermons^ and that 
other of the Journey. 

The volume I have haftened, and 
the TimeSy Farewilj and Independence^ 
are only wanting to complete it.— 
Would it be improper that as a friend 
I Ihould fay a word or two before 
this fecond volume, which for the fake 
of the family we apprehend flu^uld 
be delayed for a further opportunity 
of enlarging the fubfcription ? Do,^ if 
it is only for the fake of my confola- 
tion, who indeed mod truly want it, 
write to me, and as the memory of 
Charles was dear to you, do not for- 
get him, who is moft unfortunate in 
the lofs of the living, and the dead 
friend. 

My 
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My own affairs I forbear to mentiom 
Thornton is what you believed him. I 
have many acquaintance, but now no 
friend here, 

I am, with the greateft fiflcerity of 
friendibip and afFedion, 

Your*s ever, 

R. LLOYD. 

Mr. Lloyd fbon after died in the Fleet 
prifon, abfolutely of a broken heart.. 
jB/«/X, grandeur^ blujh I 
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Letters of Mr. Chu&chill. 

* My dear Wilkes, ^ 

T Am infinitely phlig'd ta you for the" 
•* concern you exprels for my health, 
.but what account to give you of it, T- 
can't well tell. I ^m better as to acute- 
"^ ncis pf pain. 

After having accusM mc on account 
of my indolence, doft thou not now 
tremble at the fight of a whole .flieet ? 
Have you laid in a ftock of patience, 
or fufiiciently prepar'd yourfelf for the 
Chriftian duty of fortification ? I Ihall 
try th€l ftrength of your virtues, and 
,the fincerity of your converfion to 
the doftrines of patience and forbear- 
^ ance. 

The aflrair of Lord Talbot ftiJl lives 
in converfation, and you are fpokcn 
pf by all with the higheft refpeft. Lord 

Vol. L "^ U Wey- 
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WcymAuth gives you the grcatcft en^ 
comiums. Your friends at the beef- 
llakc enquir'd after you laft Saturday^ 
wiih the grlatell zeal, and it gave me 
no fmall plcafure that I was the perfon 
of whom the enquiry was made. Colo- 
nel ***** defires his compliments in 
the warmed terms, and declares he muft: 
be known to you with the firfl: occafion. 
Nothing ever gave me fo high an opinion 
of myfelf, as not being envious of you,' ' 
Think not that the Scottifli eclogue 
totally Hands ftill, or that I can ever be 
unmindfull of any thing, which I think 
will give TVilkes pleifure, and which I 
am certain will do me honour in having 
his name prefix'd. The prefent (late of 
it however ftands thus — it is fplit int0 
two poems — the Scottifli Eclogue, which 
will be infcrib'd to you in the paftoral 
way — and another poem — which I think 
will be a ftrong one — immediately ad- 

drefTed 
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dreflcd by way of cpiftle to you— this 
way they will both be of a piece, other- 
wife it wou'd have been, 

DtlpMnum Jil'vis appingitt flu^ihus aprum. 

The paftoral begins tlius— and I believe 
will be out ^on— ^jbut nothing comes 
buttilf'I begin to be pieas*d with it 
myjTclf, 

. When Cupid firft inftrufts, &c, &c. f. 
The Other runs thus, 

From folcmn thought, &c, &c. f 

' Can Wilkes f — I know thou canft — retreat a while. 
Learn pity's leflbn, and difdain to fmile. 
Oft have I heard thee, &c, &c. f 

Hlrco — the MORAL ///Vfo— ftains the bed 
Of that kind Mailer, who firll gtve him bread. 
Scatters the feeds dF difcordRPhro' the land. 
Breaks ev'ry public, ev'ry private band, 
Beholds with joy a trulling friend undone. 
Betrays a brother, and would cheat a fon. 

f Vide the printed edition of TheFrophecy o/Famint, 

U 2 If 
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If Hirc9 foffers we are all content. 
But fhould blind rage involve the innocent f 
The fiiults of one fiiall we to all impute? 
Shall vicious Hirco injure virtuous Biae^ # 

Thus much for rhimc. I have made 
the N. B. entirely out of your kttcrs. 
There is a very dqpent Jkifhifm, unlefe 
for cautious of avoiding. you rcsiAcMttftl 
tQ avoid. 

K 

I am, with the utmoft fincerity,^ 
Tour's ever, 

C CHURCHILL. 

* Compare this with the Conference in the printed edltiott. 
H'uco, who knows not Hirco, Zcq. 
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Aug. 3, 1763. 

My dear Wilkes, 
T ^01^ not write fooner. • Would it 

not have been more for your com- 
fort not to have wrote at all ? 

News there is none, or, as Dr. Mark- 
KaKi under Lord Stormont's name molt 
Chnft-ChurchlMily expreiTes it, no notices 
eome here. 

I am full of work, and flatter 
myfelf my fpirits are pretty good — I 
live foberly — enjoy health — and could, 
I believe, anfwer a bill on fight to any 
woman — but my wife. Next winter is 
certainly ordained for the rifing and 
falling of many^in Ifrael — The Lord 
forbid I fhould be idle in fo great a 
work, aut tanto cejjarim cardine re- 
rum. Several poems I Ihall have out 
(bon, but not, I hope, fo foon as to 
cut them off from the advantage of 
U 3 your 
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your criticifm, Mr. ^ Pope ought furely 
to feel fome inftindive terrors, for 



* Mr. Churchill thought meanly of Pope's pajptyha* 
n&tT, and was always difgufted with the extravagant cmpU- 
ments paid by the minor critics to him, as the Jtrft of our 
poets. Shakefpeare, the boaft of human nature, Milton^ 
the Englifli Homer, and Dryden in ChurchilKs phrafe the 
great High-Priefi of all the Nine, were in his opinio^r«itly 
fupcrior to Pofe in all the creative powers, which »e Ky 
given to the truly infpired. Oryden liJcewIfe he thought ex- 
rcUed Pope even in the magic of ^njiptt-s. This is markecL 
very flrcngly in the j^polo^y. 

In poliih'd numbers, and majeftic found, "* 

WhefHi fhall thy rival, Pope, be ever found ? 

But whilft each line with eapal beauty flows, 

E*cn excellence unvaried teAbus grows. 
Afterwards he fays of Dryden, 

Numbers ennobling numbers in their courfe^ 

In varied fweetnefs flow, in varied force. 

The pow'rs of genius and of judgment join, 

And the whole Art of Poetry is thine. 
Volta'tre(A\^, " that Pope drove gently abcut town a neat, gilt 
** charioi with apairof bays, but Djcy^w poured along the plain 
** a full gall.;p in a coach and fix fiery horfes." The writing* 
of i'./e, almoR the only truly correft, elegant, and high-fini/hed 
poems in our ^n^uarc, breathe -the puscft morality, the moft 
pcrlcdl liunWnUy ai;d benevolence. Iii the commerce of life 
however he ihcwcd himfelf not^crupuloufiy moral, and was 
a very felf-tli, fplenetic, malevolent being. The friends, 
wlwjm he moil loved, v^'ere the r\vcrn<nemics of the liberties 
of his country, Attcrbury, Oxford, and Bolingbroke, on 
whom lie laviihed the fweet incenfe of a delicate, exquifite 

praife. 
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:rgainfl: him I have double poirtled all my 
little thunderbolts, in which as to the 

pnife, which ought only to have, heen purchafed^y virtue. 
Bolingbroke thought for him. He might ver^BkcU fay, 
fpeaking of his Gr^to at Twickenham, 

Here, nobly .pen five, St. John fate and tkgdght, 
St. John continued in his exile the guide, philofcpher, and 
friend of Pope, fcnt him from France the plan of the EJfayon 
Man^ and even Sketched out the ornaments. The reafoning 
part of it the poet did not at firft comprehend. Bolingbroke's 
pofthunioui works, suidjyM firft edition of thc^^, fully 
prove this. Inftcad of W 

Let us (fmce life can little more fupply 

Than juft to look about us and to die) 

Expatiate free o'er all tliis fcene of Man j 

A mighty maze ! but /Mpvithout a plan, 
it was at firft published, 

A mighty maze ! of toalks without a plan. 
In the fourth Epiflle likewife thofe lines of the firft edition. 

Cod fends not ill, *tis nature lets it fall. 

Or chance efcape, and man improves it all, 
were in the later publications altered to the four following. 

Cod fends not illj if rightly underftood,- 

Or partial ill is univcrfal good. 

Or change admit?, or nature lets it fall, 

Short, and but r^, till man improvM it all. 
Crouzaz wrote againft the firft edition of the EjJ'ay, War- 
burton artfully defended the poem from the later editions. 

To fuch a man as the poet was in private Mr. Churchill ne- 
ver appeared very favourable, but he waited till the opinion of 
the public had fixed thrftandard of Fcpe'i poetical merit, and 
then intended to have fified every part ©f the chara«fler of 
that fliarp fatirift; We may now almoft venture to fpeal: of 
U 4 ?ope 



dcfign, I nope I fliaU have your ip^ 
probation, when you confider hiS 
hearty ^d as to the execution, i£ 

P»pe\n the wo|rd|Af a great 'writer, nviKn he fays of FoKteiuff0^ 
•i/ * it* Jam contrJiie au-defus di tout les Javatu {p^ita) qui 
n*9ru pas eu |.x pON ff% l'xi^kkTiom., 

In that iocomparable fareweil to the Mtffis in the thiM 
bouk of Gotkam^Migt two very itVfre lines, agalnft Pop'f con- 
traftiog lum. 'ib-ongly with Vrydetu whiih howeVer Mr. 
CHurchill did not think proper to |Bt in the poem. 
When the ion, beatmgon the parched foil, 
SeemM to proclaim an interval of toil| 
When a ftint languHDr-crept tliro* every breaft. 
And things moft \»*d to lah|tar wifhM for reft. 
How often, underneath a itTVend oak^ 
Where fafe, and fearlefs of the impious ftrokc^ 
Some facred Dryad Ihr'd, or in fome grove. 
Where with capricious fingers j&^iry wove 
Her fairy bow*r, whilft natun all the while 
Lcok*d on^ and ^iew^d her mockeries with a fmlie> 
Have we held converfe fweet ! how often laid, 
Fafl by the Thames, in HanTz infpiring fliade^ 
Amongft thofe Poets, which make up your train. 
And, after death, pour forth the facred ftrain, 
Have I, at your command, in vtm grown grey. 
But not impaired, heard Da yd en tune that lay. 
Which might have drawn an Angel froii|pys fphere. 
And kept him from his office lid^ning here ; 
Whilfi PoPK, with envyjiungy i^am' d with fridf^ 
Pip'd la the vacant air an • tetter Jlde, 

* Twickeitham* 

you 
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you approve it, I cafr fit dawn eafiljr, 
and hear likh contempt thef" cenfures 
of all the halr-blodBqd, prudifh lords. 

For fo^ething relative to Pope take 
the following lines^ intended as an anfwer 
to thofe, who becaufe Ihave flightly 
mention'd a few qualities of a goodly 
nature of one of my friends, would 
have me enlarge on his bad, and think 
ijie inexcufablefor not mentioning them. 

Not fpare the man I love, not dare to feel 
^, The partial glowinjs of a friendly aeal ? 

Nature forgives, nay juftifies the deed, 
By friend (hip's firft and noblell law decreed. 
Shall I not do then, what in days of yore 
Mod bitter fatyrilts have done before ? 
They faw the follies, but they lov'd the men : 
E'en Pope could feel for frifendftiip how and then. 

I take it for granted you have feen 
Hogarth! s * Print againft me. Was ever 

• Mr. Hogarth wiis one of the firft, who, in the pa- 
per War begun by lord Bute on his acceflion to the trea- 
Jbry, Sacrificed prirate friendihip at the altar of party 

roadneis. 
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any thing fo contemptible? I think he 

madnefs. In '1762 the Scottifh Minifimttook a variety 
of hirelings into his pay, fon^f wh«B were gratified 
with penfions, others with flaces and reverfions. Mr, 
Hogarth was only made ferjeanupainter^^ his Ma- 
Jefty, as if it was meant to infinuate to Vn, that he 
waft not allowed to paint any thing but the wainfcot of ' 
the royal apartments. The term means no more than 
houfe-painter, and the nature of the poft confined him 
to that bufinefs. He was not employed in any other way.. 
A circumftance can fcarcely be imagined more hu- 
miliating to a man of fpirit and genius, who really 
thought that he more particularly excelled in portrait^ 
painting. 

The new Minifter had been attacked in a variety of 
political papers. The l^orth Briton in particular, which 
commenced the week after the Briton, viraged open war 
with him. Some of the numbers had been afcribed to Mr, -. 
ITdkes, others to Mr. Churchill, and Mr. Lloyd, Mr. 
Hogarth had for feveral years lived on terms of friend- 
fhip and intimacy with Mr. Churchill apd Mr. Wtlkes, 
As the Buckingham/hire regiment of militia, which this 
gentleman had the honour of commanding, had been 
for fome months at Winchefter guarding the French 
prifoners, the colonel was there on that duty. A friend ' 
wrote to him, that Mr. Hogarth intended foon to pub- 
Jifti a political print of The Times, in which Mr. 
Pitt, Lord temple, Mr. Churchill, .and ^/Vw/>^i 
were held out to the public as obje6ls of ridicule. Mr, 
Wilkes on tliis notice remonftrated by two of their com- 
mon friends to Mr. Hogarth^ that fuch a proceeding 
would not only be unfriendly in the higheft degree, but 
extremely injudicious 5 for fuch a pencil ought to be uni- 

verfal. 
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IS fairly felo de fe — I think not to let 

verfal and moraly to fpeak to all ages, and to all na- 
tions, not to be dfjjpt in the dirt of the fii^lion of a day,. 
of an infignificant part of' the country, when it might 
command the admiration of thejthole. An anfwcr 
was fent, thit neither Mr. Wilkes xya\ Mr. Churchill 
were attacked in The Times, thoii|h Lord Temple 
and Mr. Pitt were, and that the print fhould foon ap- 
pear. A fecond meflage foon after told Mr. Hogarth^ 
that Mr. Wilkes fhould never believe it worth his while 
to take notice of any refleftions on himfelf, but if his 
friends were attacked, he fhould then think he was 
wounded in the mofl fenfible part, and would, as well 
as he was able, revenge their caufe; adding, that if he^ 
thought the North Briton would infert what he fent, 
he would make an appeal to the public on the very^ 
Saturday following the publication of the print. The 
Times foon after appeared, and on the Saturday fol- 
lowing No. 17 of the North Briton^ which is a direft at-, 
tack on the King's ferjeant-painter. If Mr. IVilkes 
did write that paper, he kept his word better with Mr. 
Hogarth, than the painter had done with him- 

It is perhaps worth remarking, that the painter pro-- 
pofed to give a feries of political prints, and that The 
Times were marked Plate I. No farther progiefs was 
h^evcr made in that defign. The public beheld the. 
firf? feeble efforts with execration, and it is faid that the- 
caricrjturift was too much hurt by the geneml opinion 
of mankind, to pofTefs Mmfelf afterwards fufficiently for 
the execution of fuch a work. 

When Mr. U^ilkes was the fecond time brought from 
the Tower to Weftminlter-hall, Mr. Hogarth ficulked 
behind in a corner of the gallery of the Court of Com-, 
nisn Pleas, and while the Ckief Jujlice Pratt y with the 

eJuquenct 
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iiim off in that manner, although I might 

eloqtieBCe and comnge of §ld Rmtu^ was cnfbrcbg the 
grvat principles of Magnm Charta^ and the Englf/k 
ComJfitmiUM, while 4|k^y breaft from him caught the 
Holy flame of li^icrt^ the painter was whoUy employed' 
in caricaturing ititptrfon of the man, while all the reft . 
of bis fellow-citizens were animated in his cauff^ for 
they knew it to be their own caufe, that of their covn* 
try, and of it*8 laws. It was declarad to be fo a few 
hours after by the unanimous ientenoe Of the Judges of 
that coorty and they were all prefent. 

The print of Mr. Wilket was foon after pub1iflied» 

JrawnfHm thi Ufa ty WilHam Hogarth. It muft be 

allowed to be an excellent compound caricatura^ or a 

•cmiiohtra of what nature had already caricatured* I 

ll&ow but one fliort apology can be made for this gtn- 

tkmany or to fpeak more properly, for the ferfm of 

-Mr. Wilkes, It is, that he did not make hhnielfy and 

•that he never was felicitous about the cafe dF his foul, 

ae Skahejpeare calls it, only fo far as to keep it clean 

and in health. I never heard that he once hung over 

the glafiy ftream, like another Narcijus, admiring the 

-image in iT, nor that he ever ftole an amorous lodk at 

his counterfeit in a fide mirrour. His form, fuch as it 

h, ougfit to give him no pain, becaufe it is capablef%f 

giving pleafure to others. I fancy he finds EimlHf 

tolerably happy in the clay-cottage^ to which he is 

tenant fir life, becaufe he has learnt to keep it in good 

*order. While the fhare of health and animal fpirits, 

which heaven has given him, (hall hold out, I can 

Icarcely imagine he will be one moment peev)fli about 

«the 9ut/idi of^ Ui fttctatkmi fe: ttn^onvy a habitxtion. 
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/afcly leave him to your Notes *. He has 
^ broke into my pale of private life, and 
fet that example of illibcrality, which I 
^ wifhed — of that kind of attack which 
is ungenerous in the firft inftance, but 
juftice in the return — I intend an 5egy 
on him, fuppofing him dead, but * * 
tells me with a kifs he will be really 
dead before it comes out, that I have 
already killed him, &c. How fweet is 
flattery from the woman we love, and 
how weak is our boafted ftrength whea 

or will even be brought to own, ingenium Catb^e male 
habitat. MonJUur eft mal loge\ 

Mr. Churchill was exafperated at this perfonal attack- 
on his friend. He ibon after publifhedthe Epifile to 
* * William Hogarth, and took for the motto, ut piSlura 

poejis. Mr. Hogarth's revenge againft the poet ter- 
minattd in vamping up an old print of, a pug-dog 
and a bear, which he pubHOied under the title of I'he 
Bruifer C. Churchill (once tht Ri*iut, !) in the chara^er 
-«/ a Kufian Hercules^ &c, 

* In Mr. Churchill's Will is the following paflage, IJefire 
my dear friend, Joint fFiHes efq\ to c<dU& and pnhRft my 
. JVorki with the Remarh and Explanmuom be hai^prepared, and 
any others he thinks proper to make. 

oppofed 
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t)ppofed to beauty and good fcnfe with 
good nature ? Thofe who value them- 
felves on the dignity of man may fcorn 
^ fuch a fuppofition, but I wou*d rather* 
be^ that flavery (and it is the only flavery 
I would tamely bear) than enjoy the 
empire of mankind. 

Hfew is my little mufe ? how is Mifs 
Wilkes? 

I have not, and I am afraid Ihall not 
be able to fteal to Aylefbury. Some 
inducement I find wanting to draw me 
even to the plealures of that place. Can 
Wilkes at Paris guefs what it is ? As 
little fhall I be able to fee Mr. Dix^n, 
for your letter to whom I fhall not thank 
you, intending for my own eafe touring 
all your a6ts of civility and friendfhip to 
one account, which I hope is yet at a 
great diftance. I have begun the fourth 
Book of the Ghojl, and by the beginning 
of Jiext month hope to hear of it's being 

received. 
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received, vihere I moft wifh it fhould 
be approved. 

Is Paris j^eafant? Have the lively- 
Gauls fuperior attraftions to the En- 
• glifh? The only |tiing \ envjjj^France 
is you. For my own fake I could wifh 
it was without plcafure-, for your's!*^! 
could wifh every pleafure doubled. 
Col. * * * * * defires to be remenibred 
to you, with many others^ and when I 
refledt on the enquiries made after you 
by the mofl fenfible of this finking nation, 
I cannot help feeling a vain fatisfaftion, 
that I am the perfon of whom they enquire. 
Lloyd talks of writings and Fitzherbert, 
who is perfedly recovered, of coming in 
at the heel of the letter, ^tnean time 
defiring his befl refpefts. The Pofl 
Chaife waits, and Charlotte cries. Away. 
— I beg you will not let me have an 
opportunity sPf writing again. I am on 
fire for Politicks, nor do I perceive one 

jot 
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jot of difcouragement come from the 
thought of the King's Bench, and the 
^pale Mansfield. Come over, nor by flay- 
ing there add one more trftmph of peace 
to France. Your friends long to. fee^ou,.. 
and ncJne mote thalr 
^ Your's moft affeftionately, 

C, CHURCHILL. 

* In the EpiftlttoEogartkhe fays, 
Doth not the voice of Norton.^nke thy ear. 
And the pali Mansfield chill thy foul with fear f 
The reafon of the epithet f>ah being fo particularly given 
to Lord Mansfield is beft explaitied by. a paflage in the USt 
Book of the CAo/?. 

Palenefiy not fuch as on his wings* 
The meflenger of ficknefs brings, 
But fuch as takes it*s coward rife 
From confcious bafsnefs, confcious vice^ 
0*erfpread his cheeks. 
The fame thing had been ebfi*rved by Salluft, '' Animus 
** impurus, Difs hominibufque infeflus, neque vigiliis, nrque 
** quietibus fedari poterat : ita conCcientia mentem excituir^ 
••* Ycxabat. Igitur cc-Ior ei e^cjanguhj'* &c. 
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I have refolv'd, 

^efolve not qiiick, but oncerefolvM be llrong, 
to write an Epic Poem iarfbur books. 
The purport you may ^gJN^s by the 

Jl^^^fMk CULLODEN. 

X enclofe you a copy of a paper, 
which will foon be fent you by the ' 
printers, &c. in gratitude for your late- 
labours. I hope yougi^ recruiting to be- 
gijimore attacks ^^inft the tyranny of 
oliTOiniftry, which increafes every day, 

" We the underwritten, wha were 

'' contrary to law imprifoned- by, the 

" King's Meflcngers, defire. thus pub- 

'* lickly to return thanks to John Wilkes 

" Elquire, for bM|pirited endeavours, 

" and fteady attrotion, to procure us 

*' that redrefs and fatisfadion, which \vc 

" have at length obtain'd by the vcrdifU 

'' of our countrymen.*' 

Witnefs our hands this, S^c^"^ 
VoL.L X 
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My dear Wilkes, 
T Am gr^^ obliged by your's of this 

morninj^and the moment I have 
occafion, there is no perfon in the^rld 
to whom I wou'd fo foon apply as^ki*'^' 
felf, and frgm whom I (hould fo willingly 
receive favours. I fhall without^ruplc 
fhew you what dependancljl have on 
your friendfhip, ^P^e plan of next N, 
B. I have changed, and for thiMJfe- 
fon, on purfuing it I find it the^oeft 
•flibjedt for a poem I ever had in my life. 
The Prophecy of Famne you may re- 
member took it^j^rW-from a fimilar 
circumftance, and if I may venture to 
be prophetical in V||pf^) this will be 
a much better poem. 

I admire exceedingly your * motto for 
the laft number of the Auditor. It will 

* Dljcedamy txpleho numcrum, reddarfue tettehris, 

M\.> ..... . yirg,iEn.lib.vi. 

make 
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make Murphy mad. My head is falHtrf" 
Hogarth, and as I like not his. coinp4Qy1i 
1 believe I fhall get him onpa,per, notfo 
jnuch to pleafc the rpublic^not fo much 
fojrthe fake of juftioj*^ for my own 
' *afi— a motive ever .powerful with'in- 
■dolent minds. 1 have 'b|ji«ri already^ 
^ndJBbmtp like the fubjflijj^I.have been 
fo iorig|K of verfe, that it appears like 
A new world, ar(§- has acquired frelli 
rms from difufe. * 

Mr. * Legge enquired affefticMiately 



"• Mr. Legge was the firft political viftim t6 Lord Bute. 
3VIr. Pitt, and theD|d||of Newcaftle, Dcvonifliire, &c. be- 
4ield with great ^^BtP^feP'^ difmifTion^ That able Fi- 
nancier foretold that^e vVllly ihtjjrfi fl^fice to the Fa- 
vourite, and that all the reft would foWoitt tie was difmifled 
v.'ithout any reafon beiqj|y|hren to the public, or any charge on 
his condu<fl. He ohCi^S't/iat was the moment of making 
the oppofition to the Minion, and that it was ncceflary for 
the prcfcrvation of all the other Whigs, who if they did not 
make the fland then, would attempt it in vain afterwards. 
His words were pTopheiic. Mr. Pitt and Lord Temple 
were foon obliged to refign. The Duke of Newcaftle was 
elated at this event, but a few days dafticd all his joy, and a 
few weeks convinced him of the annihilation of his power. 
He gave up the Treafury, and all his friends went into dirc^ 
X 2 cfloiition. 
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after you. He is in good fpirits^ anJ 
bears up nobly. 

I am ever yoiar's, 
^C. CHURCHU-L. 

Should I have put my name to the 
truth ? Is iyiot a libel ? 

•ppofitiofi. The Dflte of Deyonfhire v/m^Mn ||^^ difl- 
aiifled with iHll ftronger marks of difguft. ^fl|b -fimk off 
the Jift of Privy Councillors. ^^B^ 

Perhaps a more remarkable ^^j^Bce is not to be found of 
the infatuation of ftatefmen, as well of the little haroMoy. 
which generally prevails among them. If Mr. Pitt^ the* 
Dukes of Newcaftle and Devonfliire, Sec, had firmly Sup- 
ported fo unexceptionable a Minifter, and {o amiable a man, 
as Mr. Legge, I am perfuaded the Favourite muft at firft have 
yielded^ and they would have becoine a firm phalanx againfl 
all his further attacks, and m^f^b^emies. But they 



were fecret ^ntmu^, and faifkJ^paeHper.. The facriiice 
of one feemed^Cfarward the^Rrs of the reft, whereas it 
only hurried them all on to the period of their extinftion. 
The political death of Mr, Le^e foictold the foeedy difiblu- 
tion of the others. 
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^ "mdear Wilkes, ^ s^ / 

^ IV/fY not writing to you fooner, ami 
~^^Y not giving you earlier no- 
iicam my inability to write the N. ^» 
for this week, arifes from my flattering 
]:flfk\{ that I fhould have been recovered 
from my i^ifpofition,'jt)uf I ftill keep 
my bed : 4Hten I fhallget out of it, I 
do not guefs. ^H^ things have I to fay 
to you, but my read raiibles too much 
for recolledlion. I am quite exhaufted, 
for I have not been able to fleep for 
the lafl: w^ek. Would I had a * Ma/on 
here ! *P ^ 

* He fays in the Rofciad, 

And waken metfCry with ^Jleeping ode. 
The gentle Billy Mafon, whofe poetry runs like a fmooth^ 
fhallow llream, fomnos et invitat /eves, tuned an Ode to Mf- 
mory, which beyond poppy, or mandragora, or all the drowfyjl- 
rups of t/ie^rld, could after ocular proof give an Othello t/ie 
jiveet fleep'jj^ejlerdey, Mr. Chiwchill has frequently paid 
his compliments to Mr. Mafon,^lh the Prophecy of Famine 
he carries him to Kew, and intlb(||uces him to Lord Bute, 
For bards like ihefe a wreatlk ikfll Mafon bring, 
Lin'd with the foftcft down ofJUlly's wing 5 

X 3 ^ In 
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Lloyd tdS^i^j^at.you have w|||te. air 
^fwer to the fuppofcd Letter fmK the 
Pretender to the Earl of Bute in the Nortk 
Briton of February the 1 9/A. He fa2[^ou 
have moft happily imitated all the quaint- 
nejfes of Bute's ftile, and inferted fevo^ 
curious anecdot^ from him to his dear 
Coufin. Pray Wid it to m^ You are 
again happy in your jSynotOTio it. Pray 
finiilll^he papeugainWliic Tories, which 



In Love's Pagoda fliall they ever dofe, 
A"nd G'jJbaU kindly, rpck them to. repofe j 
My Lord-^^ letters as Xo faith moft true. 
Ax. once their patron and example too', 
Shall quaintly faihion his^ love-laboured||||ams, 
Sigh witl^ad winds, and weep with weeping ilreams. 
In the Jcurny likewifehc fpeaks.of him not in a very fa- 
vourable manner. 

Let them, tho' modeft, Gray more modeft wooc j 
Let them with ikf<3/b» bleat, and bray, and cooe. 
And in feveral other parts of his works. 

* The motto to this ironical lettcr.of the EmI of Bute to 
the Pretender was from ^vid, V M| 

Nil miht refcrifft^ attamen ipfe vent^^ 
The lelter was never p^miLed. 
* 

you 
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* you fhewcitme. I mew that which has 
the motto, • 

Per 'vanWca/iis, per tot difcrimina rerum 
TendimusM Latium^ 

I fear the aamntd^ Ariftocraty is gaining 
ground in this country. 

I am your*s moft fincercly,- 
• C. CHURCHILL. 

f Let not^ whatever other ill^airail^ 

A damned Arifiecracy prevail. FarctvciL 

The excellent D'jilembmrt foys, ** Dans Ic plan que !c ce- 
" lebrc Chancclicr Oxed||p'n donna pour la regcnce, on rc- 
<' mar«p%iin eloignem&DOur le defpotifme, qui doit ho- 
" norel^pHnemoire d*uin|^iilxe d^Etat. II paroit incliiier 
** pour un gouvernement ni<4e du munarchique et du rcpub- 
" licain ; et Ton nc pcut difconvenir que cette forme n'ait 
'* plufieurs grands avantages, fans prettlMkre d^ailleurs tou> 
*' chcr a la queilion delicate du meilleur gouvernement pof-- 
** fible, dont la foliltion peut rccevoir difFerentes modifica- 
'' tions p|r la difference des climats, de la fituatlon, dcs cir- 
** conftanccs, du genie des Rois et dcs Peuplcs. Mais en ne 
♦* JaurcU j'oupconner un efprit aujji echire qu'OxenJiiern d'' a-vo'ir' 
*^ donne la preference, cornme quelquei-uns l^ont cru, au gou- 
** 'vernement Aristoc«atiq^ue, que le droit naturtl et 
•* V experience demontrent etre le pire de tous.''* 

Melanges de Lineratuft, d'Hiftoirc, et de Philo- 
fophit. Amft. 1764, vol. ii. p. 237. 
In the^i&iine poem Mr. Churchill complains of Peers great 
inpoiver, of principles unfound; 

Who^ok on freedom with an evil eye,' 
In whom the fprings of loyalty a-c dry, ^ 

Who wiih' to Toar on wild a'rtitiition's \VJngs, 
' "Who hate th? Commons, and who love not Kings. 



^ 
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lljday nooxu 

My dear Wilkes, 
T Wi(h it was in my power * fend you 
"*" the next Saturday's N. B|> according 
to your defires, but tho' I expefted that 
you Y-Quld depend on me, I have not as 
•yet'^rotc.a letter of it, acco||ing to my 
ufual maxim of putting every thing off 
till the laft. You may be certain howe- 
ver of it's being done in time. I have 
the caufe too much a^jcart to leLk be 
out of my head. mr^ ^^ 

I have juftj received the following 

epigram, built on the fiippofition of 

my being the N. B. 

!fSf 
While the Briton, true Scotfman, more cunning than 

wife, 
'Would cajole us good people with party and lie^ 
The North Brit en fteps forth like a Briton of old. 
And tells us thofe truth's, which we ought to be told. 
Oh Patriot Divine, how I honour thy merit ! 
Thou' had /<u;/V^laid a* GAoJ?, may'il thou now 

raife a Sfirit. ^ 

* The /w« firft books of the ChJI only were the'v publiAeti. 
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1 am very forry I cannot meet yon 
:at Aylcfbury, or come to you at Win- 
chcfter, but that which I at firft con- 
fider'd as the amufcment of a trifling 
hour is Jbecome the ferious attention 
and deligfct of my d0^ It has already 
been fo^lf three Weeks, and is likely 
to continue as much longer. This uni- 
v^rfum triduum. When we meet, which 
I flatter myfelf will be foon, you will 
be amazed to fee how I am alter'd. 
Breakfaft at nine— two difhes of tea 
and one thin flice of bread and but* 
tcr — dine at .three-|^t moderately— 
drink a fobcr pint — ranible the bed tiH 
four — tea at fix — wa|f^till nine — eat 
i&S$ cooling fruit^nd. to bed. There 
is regularity for you. 

Lafl: Saturday I heard the trial of 
the confpirators relative to Mifs Fanny, 
and was much entertained. They ptf« 
pofcd to bring the Girl into Court, but 

nvy 



ij 



n 



* 



nny Lord looking in that way which is- 
called lookinrwe doa'tknow how, and: 
applying his hand to iffiitpartof the body, i 
where fools they fay are better provided 
thaif men of fenfe, fignificantl jjfieclarcd A 
that he would ^dstjfp them not to bring ' 
her in, for, quoth my Lord, ^ find I 
fhall certainly be at her. 
. I read the two laft papers, with much 
plcafure, and hear them well fpoken 
of.- There is one circumftance in your 
letter, which hurts mCc- You fay no- 
thing when you (hall be in town. I hope ^\ 
feon. Ncilher ^fc you mention Mifs^ 
Wilkes, whom Rnmlt not forget. 

The paper ofv^e third will never be 
forgotten, and you will never be iEi|m 
given, as it is univerfally afcribed to* 
you. It has opened the i^s of many. 
* Haled hy knaves^ and knaves to hatey 

\% % 

^ * Vide 5^;//. 



may not be your motfOj but will un-» 
doubcdl^be your^f||r thrj^^h life. 
^ I dcfire you to talcegrc^care of your 

1^ health, and ftill more of your life. I 
III cannot bear to think that a life, which X 
value almoft equally With my own^fhould 
be facrificcd to falfe principles of honour, 
though ever ready to be devoted on ii 
true and noble plan. You feem fome- 
times rather to live in romance, than un-^ 
der the direftion of that well-temperedi 
cool, diftinguifhing reafon, in which rl6 
man is generally more happy than y^^ ' 
The paflage you M^ mks^ f Hornet 
ought never one monBnt to be 6ut of 
your mind. 
I am, my dear Wilkes, 

Your's moft fincerely,. , .. 
July 13. i76i* C CHURCHILL; 

AAAa yt xa* /^fi7owt<7v£7 e^u KOToy, of^» TiXtcrayi 

1.9 rn^tcffiv sotjTt. Uiad *. ver. 80. 
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arWilfcs, 



My dear 

XT'OU are certainly the beftjtcmper'd 
^ fellow in the World; fo ready to 
forgive the idlenefs of a friend, and yet 
liever giving him an opportunity of pay- 
ing you in kind. I am now in the 
fame fentence to thank you for feveral 
letters, and likewife for the acquaint- 
ance of f Goy, which I deem one of 
t hj^ reateft obligations you have con- 
nmd upoppke. I have a thoufand 
things to (ay rejlive. to fools and wife- 
men, Englifhmen in France, and Scotf- 

• Monficur Pierre Coy, a French gentleman of fine parts, 
and exceiJent wit, whom he mentions in the laft poem he 
publiihed, Jndependance, . .yjjfc.. 

Horace loved mirth, Mecajkm^y^^kt^vtk 
They met, they laugh ^d^^mp^ and 1 may do. J^ 
Dr. Armjifng has likewife celebrated this gentleman.inTBe 
EjKftle called A Day, 

There lively, jenial, friendly Coy and I^ &c« 

men 
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men in England, but your own affairs 
arc in their own nature fo much more 
prcfling, and as to time fo very cri^ 
tical, that I Ihall poftpone every other 
confideration, and give them that pre*' 
ferencclimy letter they have in my 
mind. 

Shall you come over in November ? A 
very pithy manner of afking a qucftion^ 
©n the decifion of wliich your whole 
welfare turns, which you fubmit to 
others, when you fhould a(k it of your** 
felf, concerning which your friends may 
ijitmean well, buijou only from your own 
*^feelings cM^fige rightly. But take my 
thoughts thus. 

If you flay in France, you will un-^ 
doubtedlv be outlawed: (the confe- 
quences oSnhe outlawry are however no- 
thing to a man not foolifhly mad after 
this land of folly). You will not be able 
ft- |o go. on now againft Halifax^ the caufe 

cannot 
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cannot foon be tried. Yet, if I naiy ad- 
Tife, ftay in France. There is fcarcely a 
confideration that could make me think 
your return to England in November 
♦dcfenfible in the eye of cgnimonfcnfc. 

Have I made out clearly wf^lmean ? 
, It is a caufe in which you have too near 
g, concern for me to be cool and difin- 
terefted, and my heart is too much af- 
fcfted to give my head fair play. As 
there is no man, who is more rttuly to 
afk advice, fo I am Iwe there is no one 
more able to give it you than yourfelf— 
I mean your cool and rational felf — Con^dte' 
fult that, and you cannotflD wrong. " 

Lend us Mifs Wilkes— I long to 
fce her — and I am furc^ou will not 
refufe her, when I tell youjthac every 
-true Englifhman will be happy in feeing 
her, and confider her (which I hope it 
will prove) as si%rerunner of him, to 

whom -mi 
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■whcm every true Englifhman is moft 
cflentiaily indebted. . 

Friendfhip great as mine can fcarcely^ 
forgive your inattention to the care o£ 
your health. fRefleft that your coiintrf^: 
demands your life. The caufe of li- 
berty is in your hands, and that blefling^ • 
fo much dearer than life, muft remani 
precarious, if. not fixed by you. No 
one can try the Secretary of State, if you 
do not, and though there is no doubt but 
there may be arOTfrary minifters in future 
times, yet 'tis with, me a matter of 
queftion, whether there may ever be an- 
other fVilkes. 

There is a new print jufl publilhed of 
you very l||^e. I have wrote under it 
the four following lines from PopCj who 
is happy in them. 

■ A foul fupreme, in each hard inftance try'd. 
Above all pain, all p^jion, and all pride. 
The rage of power, the blaft of public breath. 
The laS of lucre, and the dread of death. 

I am ever your's, ^ 

C. CHURCHILL, 
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